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Item 5.1 St George’s Church Grant Request  

 

 

Churchyard Grant Request 2026 

The Finance Working Group met 27/05/26 to review the PCC request for a £2,625 grant 
towards the cost of maintaining the churchyard. DPC granted £1250 last year and included 
the same amount in this year’s budget. 

Taking into consideration the issues listed below, and especially the overall strength of the 
church’s finances, the WG is recommending to full council that, for this year, a grant from 
public money of half that applied for would be appropriate i.e. a grant of £1,300. It is also 
flagging that in considering any future grant application the council would need to better 
understand, and possibly challenge, the allocation of burial fees and the funding of legal 
fees to do with churchyard land. 
  

• Burial in the churchyard is open to all parishioners regardless of church attendance 
or belief. 

• The churchyard can be (and is) freely visited by friends and relatives of those laid to 
rest there and for some would be a quiet space for reflection. 

• There are only 10 burial spaces left after which the grounds can be handed to a 
local authority to maintain. This would include DPC although it won’t have to 
accept the responsibility and can “pass it on”. DPC has, in the past, accepted 
responsibility for the Old Chapel burial ground and continues to maintain it. 

• There is a restricted churchyard account that had £2935 in it at the church year end 
(down from £3872 in 2024).  

• Fees charged for burials are credited to the church’s general fund, not the 
churchyard account. In the latest church accounts this appears to amount to 
£2569 although there could be other non-specified fees included in this. 

• Despite benefiting from a c£800,000 trust fund, whose sole objective is to fund 
church fabric maintenance, the church struggles to make ends meet in its general 



 

 

account, largely driven by £20,298 annual contribution/levy to the Diocese of 
Exeter. The general account had a value of £83,315 at the year-end (down by £4034 
on the previous year) but this doesn’t include the actual current value of 
investments which add a further £29,835 – a figure that is somewhat hidden in the 
church account “notes”. 

• The church accounts show a new line of expense in 2025 -  “Legal fees re 
Church/Lychgate Cottage £2733”.  









XXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX



XXXXXXXXXX







paris
Highlight

paris
Highlight



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXX

paris
Highlight










