
 

 

DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

Monthly meeting Wednesday 4 March 2026 
 
Item 16 Correspondence and contacts summary 
To note:  

• 20260220 South Devon National Landscape (SDNL) Partnership - 13 March at 1000 The Parish Council has 
been informed Partnership meetings are broadcast live to the South Devon National Landscape YouTube channel 
allowing observers to follow the meeting remotely. Videos remain available on the YouTube channel until draft 
meeting minutes are published on the website. 

• 20250224 Dittisham village hall website Cllrs are informed that Dittisham Village Hall is currently looking at setting 
up a page on the new dittisham.com website for the village hall. This is going to have all our events and activities 
listed as well as prices and a booking form for any potential hirers. The Village Hall feels that users are finding it 
hard to access the information that they need on our current website. The village hall will make sure that there is 
a clear link to the new website so that users can find their way to the information they need through either route.  

To consider 

• 20260204 Bonfire Night Cllrs has been asked by Galmpton Bonfire Society if Dittisham was interested in having 
a bonfire night.  A suitable venue outside of Galmpton is being sought for a display.  The Society has been 
made aware that an application to use the Ham would be required, but is interested in the Parish Council’s view 
on the principle of a Bonfire night held in Dittisham before a formal application is made.  Details available:   

o Proposed location is the Ham (‘green space next to the river’);suitable because it is an unobstructed 
piece of land that is flat, big enough and provides access and parking.   

o The downside is that it is possibly the wrong side of the river and whether we would be able to sell 
enough tickets to a relatively small village population, especially in the winter. It would need 20 or so 
volunteers to help plan and run the evening.  

o It's a non profit event. Even trying to cover the costs for the event is a challenge. In the past I have 
paid for the fireworks on the night and the insurance in advance. The 3 bonfire nights we had were 
lovely family events and happy occasions  

o In conclusion, I have thought about contacting you in the past as I launch my boat from Greenway - I 
think it is a ideal safe location, but whether it is logistically and financially viable, I think it probably is 
and worth proposing an event. Normally from first contact I would allow 18 months for planning. The 
fireworks alone would cost £2000 and last about 12 minutes. 

• 20260211 South Hams Leader urges people to have their say on shake-up to local services and councils in 
Devon The Leader of South Hams District Council is urging everyone in the district to take part in the 
Government consultation on the reorganisation of local government in Devon, which closes on the March 26 
2026. All proposals are published on the following website, where there is also a link to the consultation 
questionnaire: https://www.devonlgr.co.uk/. 

• 20260212 Devon County Council - Public Footpath Diversion Order 2026 - Footpath No.7, Dittisham  As 
required by Schedule 6 of the Highways Act 1980, the Parish Council has been issued with Notice of the 
making of the above Order, together with a copy of the Order itself. Any representations on the order should be 
made by the deadline of March 12 2026 

• 20260223 The Dittisham Nativity - Brian Patten The Parish Clerk has been asked if any help can be given to 
source a copy of ‘The Dittisham Nativity’, seemingly unpublished.  

• 20260226 All Town & Parish Council Briefing: NPPF and its Relationship with Neighbourhood Plans Cllrs are 
informed that a briefing will be held remotely via MS Teams on Thursday, 12 March from 4:00pm to 5:00pm to 
address reforms to the national planning system and the impact on how planning applications are determined 
locally.  Huge increases in housing numbers handed down by government have left a lot of planning authorities 
vulnerable to speculative development as locally adopted policies are given less weight in decision making.  By 
intentionally undermining adopted local and neighbourhood plans, government intend to create a ‘boost’ to the 
supply of housing across the country.  Despite South Hams District and West Devon Borough Council’s trying to 
protect the integrity of Neighbourhood Plan policies for as long as possible, emerging decisions from the 
Planning Inspectorate and the High Court are clear that certain Neighbourhood Plan policies can no longer be 
given the weight that either the Local Authority, or local communities would like.  The virtual briefing to Town and 
Parish Councils to explain how changes to national policy will impact certain local and Neighbourhood Plan 
policies, and what the options are in the short to medium term. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbSlh2cysUzcdo81KZO12Sw
http://dittisham.com/
https://www.devonlgr.co.uk/













