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1.0 Instruction and Purpose of Report  
 
1.1 I have been verbally instructed by Cat Radford clerk to Dittisham Parish Council to 

carry out a tree safety inspection of the significant trees growing in and on the 
boundaries of The Ham, the Car Park at ‘The Level’ in Dittisham and Capton triangle 
near Dartmouth, Devon. 

 
1.2 The purpose of my inspection was to assess the structural integrity of the trees on-

site and the level of risk the trees might pose to persons and property and to give 
appropriate recommendations, if any, for management of the trees. If significant 
risk features are observed in relation to targets then the risk of harm will be 
assessed using the Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) system. The method of 
which is detailed below in section 5.0 of this report.  

 
1.3 In addition, give appropriate recommendations, if any, for management of the trees 

in report format. 
 
2.0 Report Methodology & Limitations 
 
2.1 I carried out the survey on the 8th September 2025. The weather was fine and the 

visibility good. 
 
2.2 The inspection process consisted of a general ground based visual assessment only. 

Any cavities or areas of decay that are accessible from ground level may have been 
probed with a thin metal instrument to assess the significance and extent of any 
decay. A nylon sounding hammer may also have been used to help detect the 
presence of any internal decay in the main trunk and/ or larger stems. Binoculars 
may have been used in order to assist inspection of the upper canopy. Where a 
further more detailed inspection is required this will be indicated within the 
recommendations.  

 
2.3 The assessment consisted of an above ground inspection only and soil type has not 

been ascertained on site. Therefore, this report makes no reference to the possible 
effects of tree roots and shrinkable soils, and any possible effects on building 
foundations or underground services. 

 
2.4 Unless otherwise specified in the recommendations, this report is valid for 12 months 

from the date of site inspection. The condition of trees can change due to the effects 
of pests and disease or following severe weather conditions or other abiotic factors. 
The report is valid only for typical weather conditions. Healthy trees or parts of 
healthy trees may fail in unusually high or unpredictable winds or violent storms and, 
as the consequences of such weather phenomena are unforeseeable, the author of 
this report cannot be held liable for any such failures.  
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2.5 The conclusions of this report will remain valid for 12 months from the date of the 

inspection, but any alteration or deletion from this report will invalidate it as a whole. 
 
2.6 The trees on site have been tagged. A map showing the location of the trees has 

been included in appendix 6 of this report. 
 
2.7 No estimated pedestrian or vehicular usage for any of the sites requiring tree 

inspection has been provided. This information is used to determine the 
appropriate target range when assessing the risk of failure of trees. Therefore, an 
estimated pedestrian and vehicular usage has been calculated whilst carrying out 
the survey. Should the client feel the site usage for pedestrians and vehicles or 
property values described at the detailed sites are inaccurate, then Dartforest Ltd. 
must be made aware of this matter as soon as possible in order for the report to be 
amended.   

 
3.0 Site Details 
 
3.1 The following three sites were inspected for this assessment:  
 

 The Ham – A large recreational green space with boundary trees and children’s 
playpark. 

 
 The Level Car Park – Parking area just off The Level with mature and semi-mature trees 

growing around the boundaries.  
 

 The Capton triangle – Village of Capton approximately 1.87 miles south west of 
Dittisham with small ornamental trees.  

 
3.2 The site appeared to be moderately exposed to the prevailing south westerly winds. 
 
3.3 Soil type on-site has not been ascertained.  
 
3.4 No checks have been carried out to ascertain any legal protection such as Tree 

Preservation Orders or Conservation Areas that might cover the site. 
 

However, land owners and site managers should make their own enquiries with the 
relevant authorities prior to carrying out any work to trees. 
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4.0 Condition of Trees and Groups of Trees  
 
4.1 The Ham 
 
4.1.1 The trees located at the Ham are young, semi-mature and early mature broadleaf 

trees which have been planted around the boundaries of the site. The species 
comprise of ash (Fraxinus excelsior), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), pedunculate 
oak (Quercus robur), silver birch (Betula pendula), wild cherry (Prunus avium), white 
willow (Salix alba), beech (Fagus sylvatica), small leaved lime (Tilia cordata), horse 
chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), apple (Malus spp.) 
hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and blackthorn (Prunus spinosa). There are a 
number of young newly planted birch, apple and sorbus on the northern boundary 
close to the parking area and groups of trees which make up larger areas including 
G1, G2, G3, G4 and G5.  

 
4.1.2 G1 is an area of trimmed shrubs and bushes growing close to Ham Lane. This area 

also includes the triangle of land with a number of young, planted cherries and lime 
trees.  

 

  
Photographs 1 and 2: Elm trees dead and dying due to Dutch elm disease are all considered 

a low risk at present.  
 
4.1.3 G2 and G3 are areas of self-seeded boundary trees growing on a bank on the 

northern boundary of the site overhanging a seasonally waterlogged reedbed. The 
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trees in these two groups are early mature sycamore which appears to have been 
previously coppiced, beech, bay (Laurus nobilis), hazel (Corylus avellana) and 
naturally regenerated elm (Ulmus spp.). Since the previous inspections two small elm 
trees growing on the bank in G2 have died or are dying. These trees are unlikely to 
fail at present and some of which have partially fallen into the vegetation away for 
the parking area. At present these two dead elms are very small and are considered 
a low risk.  

 
4.1.4 T19 is a willow tree which has been pollarded approximately one years ago. The tree 

has significant decay and internal hollowing in the trunk and should be routinely 
pollarded in order to lower the risk of stem failure. At present the tree is in good 
physiological and is starting to form new re-growth from the pollard head. In order 
to ensure the crown does not continue to become larger and risk failure of the main 
trunk, re-pollarding the regrowth cutting to previous cut point is recommended in 
winter 2027-2028. The wood chippings from this operation should  be used to spread 
around the base of the large ash (T27) on site which appears to have benefited from 
the previous application of mulch. 

 

 
Photograph 3: T19 Willow with re-growth after recently being pollarded. 

 
4.1.5 Both G4 and G5 are small areas of planted and naturally regenerated blackthorn, 

hawthorn, elm and ash. All these areas are considered low risk to persons and 
property. 

 
4.1.6 There are approximately 26 individual trees on the site of varying species. All the trees 

on the site are early to semi-mature in age and are not large trees. There are several 
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ash trees on the site which display varying signs (all minor) of Ash Dieback Disease 
(ADB). Ash Dieback Disease (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) is a serious fungal pathogen 
that attacks ash trees and was first confirmed in Britain in 2012. The disease causes 
significant leaf loss, stem and branch lesions, crown dieback and can be fatal. It is 
reported that older mature trees can sometimes live with the disease but can often 
become weakened or stressed and are therefore more susceptible to secondary 
fungal infections from Honey Fungus.  Once a tree is infected there is no cure or 
treatment and the crown can die very quickly, modifying the structural condition of 
the wood. Therefore, dead standing trees in high/ moderate target areas need to be 
managed fairly quickly. I advise all sites and areas with ash trees present to be 
continually monitored and inspected by a competent person on an annual or 
biannual basis, particularly during the summer months. 

 
4.1.7 The ash trees on-site in the far southern aspect of the Ham (09 and 10) appear to be 

in a worse condition than when viewed in previous years. However, I do not consider 
these trees to be a significant risk at present and should be continually monitored. 

 
4.1.8 The third ash in this group (T08), situated on the northern edge of the stand, is now 

almost completely dead and requires remedial works to reduce the risk of branch or 
stem failure. I recommend reducing this tree to approximately 3 metres in height, 
retaining the trunk as a valuable deadwood habitat for invertebrates and other 
wildlife.  

 

 
Photograph 4: T08 dead ash tree.  
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4.1.9 The open-grown ash (T27) appears to be in noticeably improved physiological 
condition compared to the previous survey. The earlier recommendation to spread 
woodchip from pollarded willow arisings around the base of the tree has been 
implemented, and the crown density has increased significantly since. This is 
particularly encouraging given the prolonged dry weather, which would typically 
stress trees. I recommend continuing the practice of spreading willow woodchip 
around the base of T27 following each pollarding cycle of the white willow. 

 

 
Photograph 5: T27 ash with good crown density and in an improved condition from that when viewed during 

the previous survey. 
 
 
4.2 The Level Car Park 
 
4.2.1 There are three trees located at The Level car park. T0025 is a large southern beech 

(Nothofagus procera) growing at the entrance of the car park on the southern 
boundary. The tree has a large crown and the tree appeared to be thickening in 
foliage during the last inspection as it recovered from previous pruning. During this 
inspection it is clear that this tree has responded well to the pruning and the crown 
appeared dense and the tree physiologically healthy.   

 
4.2.2 A large branch failure or removal in the lower crown on the western aspect of the 

crown has occurred at some point. The soil from around the tree has been removed 
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and a young rowan has been planted close by. Grass has been left uncut which 
benefits the tree. However, a large salt grit bin should be re-located if possible. This 
is because leeching of excessive salt may start to have a negative effect within the 
rooting are of this tree, particularly if the salt is spilled into the root area.  

  
4.2.3 T0030 is an early mature lime in good condition and on the northern boundary of 

the parking area. The tree has a number of low branches overhanging the parking 
area which has now been crown raised. T0031 is a birch growing next to T0030 and 
appears to have no significant defects at present. 

 
4.3 Capton Triangle 
 
4.3.1 Capton is a small village located approximately 2 miles to the west of the village of 

Dittisham and has a small village triangle which is management by Dittisham Parish 
Council. The triangle has been planted up with trees comprising of hazel, rowan, 
ash and lime (Tilia spp.). The trees are all young and closely planted in a small area 
and recent pollarding works have been carried out to the lime and ash trees within 
the group. At the time of the inspection the trees at Capton are all calculated as 
being a Broadly Acceptable risk to persons and property and therefore, no works 
have been recommended.  

 

 
Photograph 6: View of trees at the Capton Triangle.  
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4.4 There was no evidence of decay or fungal fruiting bodies at the base of the trees or 
in the crown and there was no evidence of root plate heave or cracking of soil at 
any of the sites. The risk associated with unpredictable limb loss due to factors such 
as summer branch drop cannot be quantified. Should these trees lose additional, 
relatively healthy and structurally sound limbs within the period covered by this 
report, I advise that these trees would then require re-assessment as soon as 
possible after the event. 

 
General Observations 
 
4.5 During the survey I observed a number of ash trees at the Ham site which could be 

prone to Ash Dieback Disease. The stage of the disease has been classified using 
the guide produced by The Tree Council (2019) Ash Dieback Disease: A Guide for 
Tree Owners located in Appendix 4 of this report.  

 
4.6 A note on deadwood. Deadwood is a vital component of forest ecosystems as well 

as urban environments, offering important habitats for saproxylic invertebrates and 
avifauna while posing a relatively low risk of harm due to its structural 
characteristics. Its presence supports biodiversity, nutrient cycling, and food web 
dynamics, making it an essential element of forest and urban forest management. 
Properly managed deadwood enhances the ecological health of sites while 
presenting minimal risk to persons and property. 

  
4.7 Wherever possible, it is always advocated to leave stumps high or reduce high-risk 

trees requiring removal down to monoliths or standing deadwood (where 
appropriate). In many cases, retaining stumps in this way is preferable, as some trees 
have the potential to rejuvenate through epicormic growth or basal sprouting, 
eventually forming lower crowns. These lower crowns generally present a lower level 
of structural risk. Even when regeneration is unlikely, dead stumps, regardless of 
height, provide ecological value by offering habitat and food sources for a range of 
wildlife. 

 
The balance between managing risk and recognising ecological value is important. 
Therefore, wherever possible, and where the assessed level of risk is considered 
tolerable or broadly acceptable, I will recommend this type of approach. 

 
Standing deadwood offers a number of ecological benefits. It provides habitat for a 
variety of organisms, including saproxylic invertebrates, nesting birds, bats, fungi, and 
other species associated with the natural process of wood decay. Some of these 
species are highly specialised and depend on upright, decaying wood structures that 
are often missing from managed environments. These standing features may support 
full life cycles for certain organisms, particularly those that rely on specific types of 
decaying wood or internal cavities found in upright stems. 
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In addition, standing deadwood contributes to structural diversity in the 
environment, offering opportunities such as perching, nesting, and shelter that are 
less commonly found in fallen wood. The upright position of standing deadwood can 
create different microhabitats, which are not replicated by timber left to decay on the 
ground. 

 
By considering both the potential ecological benefits and the level of risk, and 
applying a balanced, site-specific approach, it is possible to support biodiversity while 
still meeting safety and management requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



AK/755/170925 Dartforest is the trading name of Dartforest Ltd. 
Registered Office: 2 Bridge Farm Offices, Harberton, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 7PP. Registered Company Number: 9378748 

 13 

5.0 Tree Risk Assessment 
 
5.1 The Quantified Tree Risk Assessment (QTRA) system applies established and 

accepted risk management principles to tree safety management. Firstly, the targets 
(persons and property) upon which trees could fail are assessed and quantified, 
thus enabling tree managers to determine whether or not and to what degree of 
rigour a survey or inspection of the trees is required. Where necessary, the tree or 
branch is then considered in terms of both impact potential (size) and the 
probability of failure. Values derived from the assessment of these three 
components (target, impact potential and probability of failure) are combined to 
calculate the probability of significant harm occurring.  

 
5.2 The system moves the management of tree safety away from labelling trees as 

either “safe” or “unsafe”, thereby requiring definitive statements of tree safety from 
either tree surveyors or tree managers. Instead, QTRA quantifies the risk of 
significant harm from tree failure in a way which enables tree managers to balance 
safety with tree value and operate to a predetermined limit of reasonable or 
acceptable risk.  

 
5.3 The QTRA system also require an allocated target range; mapping of land use by 

road classification; estimated levels of pedestrian occupation; and estimated 
structure values. Whilst surveying I only saw a brief glimpse of site usage on the site 
and therefore, I advise that my target appraisal is considered against the knowledge 
of site managers or users. 

 
5.4 The target ranges can vary from each site. The ones used during the risk 

assessment are as follows:  
 
• Target 1: Estimated pedestrian usage 720-73 per hour; property repair or replacement 

cost £2 000 000 – £200 000 and/or 47000 – 4800 vehicles per day at 30 mph. 
 
• Target 2: Estimated pedestrian usage 72-8 per hour; property repair or replacement 

cost £200 000 – £20000 and/or 4700 – 480 vehicles per day at 30 mph. 
 

• Target 3: Estimated pedestrian usage 7-2 per hour; property repair or replacement cost 
£20 000 – £2000 and/or 470 – 48 vehicles per day at 30 mph. 

 
• Target 4: Estimated pedestrian usage 1-per hour – 3 per day; property repair or 

replacement cost £2000 – £200 and/or 47 – 6 vehicles per day at 30 mph. 
 
5.5 Should the client consider this estimate to be inaccurate they should report back to 

Dartforest Limited so that the risk assessment can be refined. 
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5.6 QTRA Advisory Thresholds 
 

Thresholds Description Action 

1/1 to 
1/1000 

Unacceptable 
Risks will not ordinarily be tolerated • Control the risk 

1/1000 to 1/ 
10 000 

Unacceptable  
(Where imposed on others) 
Risks will not ordinarily be tolerated 
 

• Control the risk 
• Review the risk 

Tolerable 
(by agreement) 
Risks may be tolerated if those 
exposed to the risk accept it, or the 
tree has exceptional value 
 

• Control the risk unless there 
is broad stakeholder 
agreement to tolerate it, or 
the tree has exceptional value 

• Review the risk 

1/ 10 000 to  
1 000 000 

Tolerable  
(Where imposed on others) 
Risks are tolerable if as low as 
reasonably possible (ALARP) 

• Assess costs and benefits of 
risk control 

• Control the risk only where a 
significant benefit might be 
achieved at reasonable cost 

• Review the risk 

1/ 1 000 000 
or less 

Broadly Acceptable 
Risk is already as low as reasonably 
possible (ALARP) 

• No action currently required 
• Review the risk 

 
Source: Quantified Tree Risk Assessment User Manual V5.1.3 
 
5.7 The risk of harm from all trees excluding T08 has been calculated at 1/ 1 000 000 

which is within the Broadly Acceptable threshold (Risk is already ALARP). The 
recommended tree works should be considered in terms of both risk management 
and long-term management of the tree. 

 
5.8 The risk of harm from T08 has been calculated at 1/ 400 000 which is within the 

Tolerable threshold (Where imposed on others) Risks are tolerable if as low as 
reasonably possible (ALARP). At this risk level the owners of the tree should consider 
the costs required against the benefits of risk control.  
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6.0 Recommendations 
 

Location Tree 
No. Species Observations Recommendations Work 

Priority 

The ham 08 Ash – Fraxinus 
excelsior 

• Significant ADB in crown and 
tree is now dead. 

• Reduce to deadwood 
monolith at approx. 3 m.  

Medium - Works 
recommended 
within 6 months 

The ham 19 White Willow – 
Salix alba 

• Recently pollarded at 
approx. 4 metres due to 
decayed main trunk and 
internal hollowing most 
likely caused from Phellinus 
spp. Decay fungi. 

• Excellent re-growth  

• Re-pollard cutting back to 
previous growth points in 
winter 2027 

Low – Works 
recommended to 
be carried out 
whenever 
budgets allow.  

The ham 19 White Willow – 
Salix alba 

• Recently pollarded at 
approx. 4 metres due to 
decayed main trunk and 
internal hollowing most 
likely caused from Phellinus 
spp. Decay fungi. 

• Excellent re-growth  

• Re-pollard cutting back to 
previous growth points in 
winter 20272028 

Low – Works 
recommended to 
be carried out 
winter 2027  

The level car 
park 

0025 Rauli – Nothofagus 
procera 

• Growing at entrance on 
southern side of car park.  

• Crown has been reduced 
2022 

• Large limb removal/ failure 
on western side of crown at 
approximately 12 metres.  

• Crown has responded to 
recent pruning and is  re-
burgeoning.   

• Try to relocate salt bin 

Low – Works 
recommended to 
be carried out 
whenever 
budgets allow.  

 
6.1 With the exclusion of T08 at The Ham, all the trees on-site were calculated as being 

within the Broadly Acceptable threshold (1/ 1 000 000) as shown in section 5.6 of 
this report. There are a number of small dead elm trees but I have considered this 
to be a low risk to persons and property at present.  

 
6.2 In the event of any new defects, concerns or the occurrence of seasonal fungal 

fruiting bodies on any of the trees with high targets, Dartforest Limited should be 
contacted as soon as possible in order to re-assess the tree/s and update this 
report. 

 
6.3 All tree works should be undertaken to BS3998:2010 Recommendations for Tree 

Works. It is strongly recommended that any tree surgery works are undertaken by 
highly skilled and qualified contractors. 
 
End AK/755/170925 

  



AK/755/170925 Dartforest is the trading name of Dartforest Ltd. 
Registered Office: 2 Bridge Farm Offices, Harberton, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 7PP. Registered Company Number: 9378748 

 16 

7.0 Bibliography 
 

British Standards Institution (2010) British Standard Recommendations for Tree 
Work -BS 3998:2010 
 
Fay N, Dowson D, Helliwell R (2005) Tree Surveys: A guide to 
good practice Guidance Note No. 7 Arboricultural Association  

 
Lonsdale D. (1999) Principles of Tree Hazard Assessment and Management TSO 

 
Matheny N. P. and Clark J. R. 1994 A photographic guide to the evaluation of 
hazard trees in urban areas, Second Ed.  International Society of Arboriculture 

 
Mattheck C. and Breloer H. 1994 The Body Language of Trees: A handbook for 
failure analysis TSO 
 
Matteck C and Bethge K 1998 The Structural Optimization of Trees Springer-
Verlag, Naturwissenschaften 
 

 Mitchell A (1974) Collins field GuideTrees of Britain and Northern Europe Harper 
Collins Publishers 

 
 QTRA Tree Safety Management (2014) Quantified Tree Risk Assessment User 

Manual Version 5 
 

Schwarze F.W.M.R (2008) Diagnosis and Prognosis of the Development of Wood 
Decay in Urban Trees ENSPEC 

  
The Tree Council (2019) Ash Dieback Disease: A Guide for Tree Owners 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AK/755/170925 Dartforest is the trading name of Dartforest Ltd. 
Registered Office: 2 Bridge Farm Offices, Harberton, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 7PP. Registered Company Number: 9378748 

 17 

 
 
 
Appendix 1: Tree Schedule Heading and Abbreviations 

Tree No. Identifying number classed as either Individual (T), Group (G), Area (C), 
Compartment (C) or Woodland (W) 

Species Species common and/ or Latin 

Age Range 

Y Young -Recently planted or established tree. 

SM Semi-Mature – Grown less than one third of the species life 
expectancy. 

EM Early Mature – Grown one to two thirds of the species life expectancy. 

M Mature – Grown over two thirds to completed life expectancy.  

V Veteran – A tree that shows biological, aesthetic or cultural interest due 
to its age, size or condition. 

Height  Given in meters and either estimated or measured with inclinometer 

Stem dia. Tree stem diameter recorded in millimeters at breast height (DBH – 1.5m) 
from ground level.  

Vitality General physiological condition of the tree recorded as Good (G), Moderate 
(M), Poor (P) or Dead (D). 

Structural cond. 
Structural condition of tree identifying severity of any potential defects or 
features that may cause failure of parts or all the tree, given as Good (G), 
Moderate (M), Poor (P).  

Observations General observations of tree(s) detailing defects, features, pathogens and 
potential wildlife features.  

Recommendations General management recommendations for the tree(s) informed by the 
survey and risk assessment.   

Target Size Highest value target that the most significant part likely to fail could strike. 
ranges 1-6. 1 = high, 6 = low value/occupancy 

Size Range Size category of most significant part considered likely to fail. ranges 1-5. 1 = 
large, 5 = small 

Probability of Failure Probability of failure within 12 months. ranges 1-5. 1 = high, 7 = low 

QTRA Risk In Index Risk of significant harm ¸ 1,000 = risk index (e.g. risk index 20 = risk of 
significant harm 1 in 20,000) 
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Appendix 2– QTRA Target Ranges 
 

 
Target 
 Range 

 
Property 

(repair or 
replacement 

cost) Pro 

 
Human 

(not in vehicles) 

 
Vehicle Traffic 

(number per day) 

 

Ranges of Value 

 

 
1 

 
£2 000 000 – >£200 000 

 
Occupation: 

 
26 000 – 2 700 @ 110kph (68mph) 

 
1/1 – >1/10 

  Pedestrians 28 000 – 2 900 @ 100kph (62mph)  
  & cyclists: 31 000 – 3 200 @ 90kph (56mph)  
  Constant – 2.5 32 000 – 3 300 @ 80kph (50mph)  
  hours/day 36 000 – 3 700 @ 70kph (43mph)  
  720/hour – 73/hour 42 000 – 4 300 @ 60kph (37mph)  
   47 000 – 4 800 @ 50kph (32mph)  

 
2 

 
£200 000 – >£20 000 

 
Occupation: 

 
2 600 – 270@ 110kph (68mph) 

 
1/10 – >1/100 

  Pedestrians 2 800 – 290@ 100kph (62mph)  
  & cyclists: 3 100 – 320@ 90kph (56mph)  
  2.4 hours/day – 15 3 200 – 330@ 80kph (50mph)  
  min/day 3 600 – 370@ 70kph (43mph)  
  72/hour – 8/hour 4 200 – 430@ 60kph (37mph)  
   4 700 – 480@ 50kph (32mph)  

 
3 

 
£20 000 – >£2000 

 
Occupation: 

 
260 – 27@ 110kph (68mph) 

 
1/100 – >1/1 

  Pedestrians 280 – 29@ 100kph (62mph) 000 
  & cyclists: 310 – 32@ 90kph (56mph)  
  14 min/day – 2 320 – 33@ 80kph (50mph)  
  min/day 360 – 37@ 70kph (43mph)  
  7/hour – 2/hour 420 – 43@ 43kph (37mph)  
   470 – 48@ 50kph (32mph)  

 
4 

 
£2 000 – >£200 

 
Occupation: 

 
26 – 4@ 110kph (68mph) 

 
1/1 000 – >1/10 

  Pedestrians 28 – 4@ 100kph (62mph) 000 
  & cyclists: 31 – 4@ 90kph (56mph)  
  1 min/day – 2 32 – 4@ 80kph (50mph)  
  min/week 36 – 5@ 70kph (43mph)  
  1/hour – 3/day 42 – 5@ 60kph (37mph)  
   47 – 6@ 50kph (32mph)  

 
5 

 
£200 – >£20 

 
Occupation: 

 
3 – 1@ 110kph (68mph) 

 
1/10 000 – 

  Pedestrians 3 – 1@ 100kph (62mph) >1/100 000 
  & cyclists: 3 – 1@ 90kph (56mph)  
  1 min/week – 1 3 – 1@ 80kph (50mph)  
  min/month 4 – 1@ 70kph (43mph)  
  2/day – 2/week 4 – 1@ 60kph (37mph)  
   5 – 1@ 50kph (32mph)  

 
6 

 
£20 – £2 

 
Occupation: 

 
None 

 
1/100 000 – 

  Pedestrians  1/1 000 000 
  & cyclists:   
  <1 min/month – 0.5   
  min/year   
  1/week – 6/year   
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Appendix 3: Individual Tree Risk Survey – The Ham and Parking Area 

 

 

Tree No/ 
ID Tree Species Age 

Range 
Height 

(m) 
Spread 

(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 

Structural 
Condition Vitality Comments Management Recommendations Target 

Range 
Size 

Range PoF Risk 
Index 

01 Crab Apple – 
Malus spp. Y 3 4 50 G G • Young planted tree on edge of green • No action required. 2 4 7 <1M 

02 Birch – Betula 
spp. Y 3 2 50 G G • Young planted tree on edge of green • No action required. 2 4 7 <1M 

03 Ash – Fraxinus 
excelsior SM 12 4 250 M G • Young ash with early signs of ash dieback 

disease in crown.  
• Monitor crown condition 

in summer annually 2 3 7 <1M 

04 Oak – Quercus 
robur EM 15 5 430 G G • Early mature specimen with excellent 

shape and vigour. • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

05 
Hawthorn -
Crataegus 
monogyna 

SM 4 4 m/s up 
to 200 G G • Multi-stemmed specimen/ thick scrub 

growth.  • No action required. 2 4 7 <1M 

06 Sycamore – Acer 
pseudoplatanus SM 16 5 Up to 

250 G G • Multi-stemmed tree arising from historic 
coppice at ground level.  • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

07 Sycamore – Acer 
pseudoplatanus SM 16 5 Up to 

270 G G • Multi-stemmed tree arising from historic 
coppice at ground level.  • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

08 Ash – Fraxinus 
excelsior SM 15 3 Up to 

240 M D • Significant ADB in crown and tree is now 
dead. 

• Reduce to deadwood 
monolith at approx. 3 m.  2 3 4 500K 

09 Ash – Fraxinus 
excelsior SM 16 5 260 G M • Early signs of ADB in affecting crown.  • Monitor crown condition 

in summer annually 2 2 7 <1M 

10 Ash – Fraxinus 
excelsior SM 16 5 Up to 

210 G M • Early signs of ADB in affecting crown.  • Monitor crown condition 
in summer annually 2 3 7 <1M 

11 

Purple 
Sycamore –  

Acer 
pseudoplatanus 

f. purpureum 

SM 15 4 250 G G • Wrongly identified as ash.  
• Tree appears to be in good condition. • No action required 2 3 6 <1M 

12 Ash – Fraxinus 
excelsior SM 15 3 Up to 

240 G M 
• Early signs of ADB in affecting crown. 
• Dead branches in lower crown, low risk 

at present.  

• Monitor crown condition 
in summer annually 2 3 5 <1M 
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Appendix 3: Individual Tree Risk Survey – The Ham and Parking Area 
 

Tree No/ 
ID Tree Species Age 

Range Height (m) Spread 
(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 

Structural 
Condition Vitality Comments Management 

Recommendations 
Target 
Range 

Size 
Range PoF Risk 

Index 

13 
Oak – 

Quercus 
robur 

SM 16 4 250 G G • Early mature specimen with suppressed 
canopy with good vigour. • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

14 
Rowan – 
Sorbus 

aucuparia 
SM 9 2 220 G G • Young specimen in good condition • No action required. 2 3 7 <1M 

15 
Ash – 

Fraxinus 
excelsior 

SM 15 4 320 M G • No signs of ADB at present.  • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

16 

Copper 
Beech – 
Fagus 

sylvatica f. 
Purpurea 

EM 17 5 340 G G • Good condition 
• No signs of squirrel damage  • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

17 Alder – Alnus 
glutinosa SM 15 3 270 G G • Crown healthy, tree appears to be in good 

condition • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

18 

Horse 
Chestnut – 
Aesculus 

hippocastanu
m 

SM 16 4 300 M P 

• Minor signs of bacterial bleeding canker 
on main trunk with cambial dysfunction 
and bark necrosis. 

• HC leaf miner during inspection. 
• Early leaf senesce. 

• No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

19 White Willow 
– Salix alba EM 4 2 800 M G 

• Recently pollarded at approx. 4 metres due 
to decayed main trunk and internal 
hollowing most likely caused from 
Phellinus spp. Decay fungi. 

• Excellent re-growth  

• Re-pollard cutting back 
to previous growth 
points in winter 2027- 
2028 

2 1 6 >1M 

20 
Ash – 

Fraxinus 
excelsior 

SM 17 6 260 P G • Early signs of ADB in affecting crown.  
• Monitor crown 

condition in summer 
annually 

2 3 7 <1M 

21 Wild Cherry – 
Prunus avium SM 18 4 310 M G • Wound on lower trunk which is now 

occluded.  • No action required. 2 2 6 <1M 

22 Birch – Betula 
pendula SM 19 4 340 G G • No defects observed at the time of 

inspection  • No action required 2 2 6 <1M 

23 Birch – Betula 
pendula SM 18 4 420 G G 

• No defects observed at the time of 
inspection 

• Ivy has been severed at base of tree.  
• No action required 2 2 6 <1M 
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Appendix 3: Individual Tree Risk Survey – The Ham and Parking Area 

 

 
 

Tree No/ 
ID Tree Species Age 

Range 
Height 

(m) 
Spread 

(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 

Structural 
Condition Vitality Comments Management Recommendations Target 

Range 
Size 

Range PoF Risk 
Index 

25 
Ornamental 

Cherry - Prunus 
spp. 

SM 16 5 320 G G • No defects observed at the time of 
inspection  • No action required 2 2 6 <1M 

26 
Ornamental 

Cherry - Prunus 
spp. 

SM 16 4 329 G G 
• No defects observed at the time of 

inspection  
• Memorial planting  

• No action required 2 2 6 <1M 

27 Ash – Fraxinus 
excelsior EM 16 7 329 G G 

• No defects observed at the time of 
inspection 

• Crown density thinning, could have 
minor signs of ADB or possibly 
defoliation from insect attack 

• Fine specimen  

• No action required 2 2 6 <1M 

G1 
Mixed broadleaf 

and trimmed 
hedges 

EM Y/ EM -  Up to 
140 G G 

• Area of young planted trees at along 
Ham Lane leading down to car parking 
area. Trimmed formal hedges of Leyland 
Cypress, Bay and Hazel all low risk. 

• Young planted rowan has died. Area 
could have new planted trees that have 
great amenity value. 

• Consider planting larger 
trees with more long-
term amenity value 

2 4 6 <1M 

G2 and 
G3 

Mixed Broadleaf 
– Sycamore, 

Beech, Elm, Bay 
and Hazel 

SM Up to 
24 -  Up to 

750 G G 

• Largely inaccessible group of natural 
regenerated trees and shrubs growing 
on bank above seasonal waterlogged 
reedbed.  

• Minor squirrel damage affecting 
sycamore and beech. 

• Natural elm regeneration with a number 
of very dead stems. 

• No action required 2 1 6 <1M 

G4 

Mixed broadleaf 
– Hawthorn, 
Blackthorn, 

Hazel and Ash 

SM Up to 
4 - Up to 

200 G G 

• Thick scrub growth on eastern boundary 
next to river and shingle beach.  

• Natural regenerated ash and elm 
• Fallen blackthorn stems, low risk 

• No action required 2 3 6 <1M 

G5 

Mixed broadleaf 
– Hawthorn, 
Blackthorn, 

Hazel and Ash 

SM Up to 
4 - Up to 

200 G G 
• Thick scrub growth on southern 

boundary  
• Natural regenerated ash and elm 

• No action required 2 3 6 <1M 
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Appendix 3: Individual Tree Risk Survey – Car Park at ‘The Levels’ Dittisham Dartmouth.  
 

Tree No/ 
ID Tree Species Age 

Range Height (m) Spread 
(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 

Structural 
Condition Vitality Comments Management 

Recommendations 
Target 
Range 

Size 
Range PoF Risk 

Index 

0025 
Rauli – 

Nothofagus 
procera 

EM 24 10 780 G 780 

• Growing at entrance on southern side of 
car park.  

• Crown has been reduced 2022 
• Large limb removal/ failure on western 

side of crown at approximately 12 metres.  
• Crown has responded to recent pruning and 

is  re-burgeoning.   

• Try to relocate salt 
bin 2 Prop 6 <1M 

0030 
Small Leaved 
Lime – Tilia 

cordata 
EM 16 8 550 G 550 

• Fine specimen with good vigour and no 
signs of significant defects. 

• Low branches overhanging parking area 
have now been removed.  

• No action required.  2 Prop 6 <1M 

0031 Birch – Betula 
pendula EM 17 4 390 M 390 • No significant defects observed at the time 

of inspection.  • No action required. 2 PROP 6 <1M 
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Appendix 3: Individual Tree Risk Survey – Capton Triangle Dartmouth.  
 

Tree No/ 
ID Tree Species Age 

Range Height (m) Spread 
(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 

Structural 
Condition Vitality Comments Management 

Recommendations 
Target 
Range 

Size 
Range PoF Risk 

Index 

C1 
Hawthorn, 
ash, rowan 
and lime 

Y Up to 6 - Up to 
260 G G 

• Group of young closely planted specimen 
trees growing on small area of grass called 
the Capton Triangle.  

• Ash and lime trees have been recently 
pollarded in order to allow more light 
infiltration to the ground flora whilst 
allowing other species to flourish.  

• No remedial works 
required 2 2 7 <1M 
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 Appendix 4: Stages of Ash Dieback Disease taken from  
The Tree Council (2019) Ash Dieback Disease: A Guide for Tree Owners 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Class 1 – 100% - 76% Crown present  

Class 2 – 75% - 51% Crown remains  

Class 3 – 50% - 26% Crown remains  

Class 4 – 25% - 0% Crown remains   
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Appendix 5 – Statutory Obligations  

Prior to any tree work being carried out it is recommended that professional advice is sought to 
ensure that the correct permissions are fully obtained for tree or woodland work as set out in this 
report. This includes, Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s), Conservation Areas, Planning Conditions, 
Felling Licenses or restrictions on the site such as the presence of the Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI). In addition, the following restrictions should also be considered particularly where 
protecting European Protected Species (EPS) such as dormouse and all bat species.  
 
All birds and their nests and eggs are protected by law under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981), the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000), The Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 and the Habitat Regulations (2010). Many other species of animal are also 
protected including badgers and common and widespread amphibian species.  

 
The following measures must be taken into account prior to works being carried out: 
 

 Postponing or abandoning work around affected areas, i.e. undertaking works to vegetation likely 
to contain nesting birds outside of the bird nesting season; 
 

 Seeking expert advice, i.e. contacting a suitably qualified bat worker where a tree is identified as 
being of high potential to support roosting bats; 
 

 Modifying works to avoid affected areas, i.e. retaining trunks as standing dead wood where 
identified as being of habitat potential; 
 

 Specifying works to be undertaken in such a way to reduce the impact of these works on protected 
species or habitats i.e. retaining ivy or dead wood wherever possible.  

All tree works operators need to be aware of the current legislation regarding protected species 
and their habitats. Such as: 

 
 Details of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, CROW Act 2000 and the Habitat Regulations 2010, 

detailing their effect on arboriculture; 

 Guidance on bats and arboriculture; 

 Details of the Forestry Commission’s Decision Tree for European Protected Species 
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Appendix 6: Tree Survey Plan – The Ham and Car Park and The Level Car Park 
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Scale: Not to 
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