
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

Monthly meeting Wednesday 3 September 2025 
 
Item 16 Correspondence and contacts summary 
To note: 

• 02/07/25 #26 2025 [DALC] E-Bulletin  Cllrs are informed that this bulletin shares news that the 2025 
edition of the Practitioners Guide contains a new Assertion 10 covering digital and data compliance. In 
addition to requirements related to email management and website accessibility, there is a new 
requirement for smaller authorities to have an IT Policy (1.54). To assist authorities with meeting this 
new requirement, the Government Digital Service has provided a template IT policy. Some authorities 
may already have a policy covering the use of IT equipment by members and officers, such as an 
acceptable use policy, which would satisfy this requirement. 

• 24/07/2025 CONSULTATION - South Hams Draft Statement of Licensing Policy 2026 - 2031 - Have 
your Say Cllrs are informed that South Hams District Council is undertaking a consultation process to 
review its Statement of Licensing Policy which sets out the Council’s approach to licensing in the 
district.  The consultation is open until 30 September 2025 and can be accessed via the following link: 
https://shlicensingpolicy.commonplace.is/ 

• 28/07/25 Devon councils unite behind devolution push The Parish Council is informed via press 
release that Council leaders across Devon have joined forces to call for the creation of a South West 
Peninsula Mayoral Strategic Authority (MSA) and have written jointly to Government ministers to 
further develop enhanced powers and funding for the whole county of Devon through a 
comprehensive devolution agreement. The proposed South West Peninsula Mayoral Strategic 
Authority would replace the existing Devon and Torbay Combined County Authority  

• 30/07/25 We welcome your views on the future of council services Cllrs are informed by press release 
of a series of events being held in September and October to hear from local residents and 
communities about Local Government Reorganisation.  Engagement events will start at 18:15 and 
close at 20:00.  Sessions are taking place on 1st, 2nd, 7th, 8th and 9th October at the village hall 
Wembury, Kingsbridge Community College, Cliff House Salcome, Flavel Centre Dartmouth and 
Follaton House, Totnes respectively.  An online survey (HTML) is also being promoted.   

• 30/07/25 #33 2025 DALC E-bulletin Cllrs are informed that this bulletin includes information about new 
budgeting, finance and internal controls courses available and provides information about the new pay 
rates for Local Government employees.  Employers are encouraged to implement this pay award as 
soon as possible.  

• 01/08/25 South West Water Event Cllrs are invited to attend a ‘Lets Talk Water’ event in the afternoon 
of 22nd September hosted by South West Water (SWW) and promoted by Devon Community 
Resilience Forum.  There will be three workshops on the importance of community working, 
challenges and ways to improve collaboration between community groups and organisations such as 
SWW, with insight from various community groups.  

• 06/08/25 #34 2025 DALC E-bulletin Cllrs are informed that this bullet includes information about a 
series of communication and engagement courses taking place in August and September, and notice 
of the upcoming DALC AGM taking place on 1st October 2025 

• 14/08/25 South Hams Energy Assembly Cllrs are invited to attend the event in Kingsbridge on 18 
October which aims to connect, support and inspire action to accelerate the transition to energy 
resilience in the South Hams 

• 14/08/25 Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service- Community Conversations event Cllrs are 
informed of a Community Conversations about road safety, taking place at noon on 10th September.  

• 26/08/25 August news from Friends of the Dart Cllrs are informed that this issue includes reference to 
attendance at this year’s Dittisham Regatta, thanking ‘the lovely organising team’ for the invitation.  A 
link is provided to the Friends of the Dart’s water quality testing programme, which publishes the 
results of regular testing at the Ham.  

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/practitioners-guide-2025.html?utm_campaign=Chief%2Bexecutive%2527s%2Bbulletin%2B-%2B26%2BJune%2B2025&utm_medium=email
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/practitioners-guide-2025.html?utm_campaign=Chief%2Bexecutive%2527s%2Bbulletin%2B-%2B26%2BJune%2B2025&utm_medium=email
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LS-2nTHt-c6mu58ijhEBuTYtzP2lFbrfnYxLm6CIduc/edit?pli=1&tab=t.0#heading=h.mmic9ag96i1h
https://shlicensingpolicy.commonplace.is/
https://www.southhams.gov.uk/your-council/local-government-reorganisation-and-devolution#survey
https://www.friendsofthedart.org/water-testing?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=68adf792d2547058f5c3d0e2&ss_email_id=68ae0674a4bceb550daa329e&ss_campaign_name=August+news+from+Friends+of+the+Dart&ss_campaign_sent_date=2025-08-26T19%3A09%3A59Z


• 27/08/25 #37 2025 DALC E-bulletin Cllrs are informed this news bulletin highlights a new ‘Managing 
Projects’ course, and a ‘Writing Grant Applications and Sourcing Funding’ course.  

To consider 

• 22/07/25 Dittisham DAA Landing site - Annual Re survey Wednesday 11th September 2024 Having 
reported to Devon Air Ambulance Trust (DAAT) that Dittisham Parish Council had come to the view 
that as air ambulances has night vision goggles it was an unnecessary expense to repair the landing 
light, a response was received to clarify DAAT’s position that it is their desire to maintain the lighting 
systems at as many of the 200+ lit landing site network across Devon as possible, and continue to use 
them as lit sites. The decision to utilise un-lit/dark sites and to allow crews to land at community 
landing sites without lighting was made purely to enable sites to remain operational across the 
network.  Should Dittisham Parish Council decide not to replace the lights, it would remain a key 
landing site for DAAT, and would seek assurances that the site would continue to be available for 
landing crews.  A Memorandum of Agreement could be put in place to reflect this change in how the 
site operates, i.e. as a Dark Site.   

• 03/08/25 Picnic Bench Cllrs are informed of an email from a member of public concerned that the 
picnic benches at the Ham are being moved, suggesting that they should be padlocked to avoid 
damage.  

• 14/08/25 Withdrawal of support of planning application 330/25/FUL A member of the public has written 
to the Parish Council advise that he has withdrawn personal support for the application and asking the 
Parish Council to reconsider its position.  

• 19/08/25 The Ham Public Shower Cllrs are informed of a letter from a boat visitor expressing 
disappointment that the shower block at the Ham has been locked, appealing to the Parish Council 
that it is reopened.   It was commented that there was always a queue to use the shower at the Ham 
from lots of boat people who would then go to the Red Lion for a meal or drink. It was commented that 
it could be advertised in the River Dart users guide, issued to boat visitors every year.  

• 20/08/25 Peninsula Transport £100k Rural Mobility Fund Cllrs are informed of a second round of 
funding available via the Rural Mobility Pilot Scheme, aimed at rural transport schemes that improve 
connectivity in harder to reach places within the South West.  Pilots can be submitted by local 
authorities, public sector organisations, businesses, charities or community organisations.  
Applications close on 5th October.  

• 25/08/25 Tree survey Cllrs are informed of a query concerning any works the Parish Council has 
planned for a large tree at the entrance to the Level Car Park, concerned for the potential risk to their 
neighbouring property.  A copy of the most recent tree survey has been requested. 

• 28/08/25 Public Footpath No.7 Dittisham at Capton Cross Cllrs are informed that the public rights of 
way team at DCC has been asked to look at Footpath No.7, Dittisham with regards to diverting the 
path away from the barns and garden. Landowners haven’t suggested where the path could be re-
routed so no action has been carried out yet.  The Parish Council is asked if it is known if the path is 
well used or used at all?  A map has been shared showing the path crossing diagonally over the 
garden & field of the property adjacent to Capton Cross. The councils interactive mapping is available 
and can be viewed from the Public Rights of Way page at https://www.devon.gov.uk/prow/  for a better 
view. 
 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/prow/

