Does Dittisham Parish need a Neighbourhood Plan?

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

A Neighbourhood Plan is a community led development plan. It is a tool that helps
communities proactively shape and influence their area’s future.

Why the Parish may need one?

Current planning policy for the Parish is set out in the Plymouth and South West Devon
Joint Local Plan. Unlike previous Local Plans, it does not contain detailed policy
relating to Dittisham Parish. For example, previous Local Plans contained details relating
to development and traffic management on Manor Street and Lower Street. This void of
policy relevant to the parish will almost certainly be amplified with the new National
Planning Policy Framework and the likely creation of new unitary authorities for Devon.

In the absence of planning policies directly relevant to our community, a Neighbourhood
Plan gives the Parish an opportunity to write those policies and have a voice in the
process.

Once adopted a Neighbourhood Plan is regarded as a ‘material consideration’ in the
planning decision process and as such carries significant weight.

What goes into a Neighbourhood Plan?

A Neighbourhood Plan can cover as few or as many issues as needed, as long as they fall
within the planning realm and do not go against the local plan. Examples of topics include:-

e Development & settlement boundaries
e Affordable housing

e Local transport & car parking

e Retention & creation of green spaces
e Protecting locally important views

e Building design quality

e Principal residents & second homes

e C(Climate & the natural environment

e Health & welfare

How is a Neighbourhood Plan created?

The process is almost always undertaken by a steering group made up of local residents. It
involves lots of engagement with local groups and residents. There will be residents’ surveys
carried out to gather information about the local vision for the residents and businesses. The
process involves consultation with the local authority at a number of stages and the Plan itself
needs writing. Whilst this brief outline of some of the steps may seem daunting, there is a
huge amount of support available — both financial and professional and the Local Authority
has a duty to support the process. Many local parishes have produced Neighbourhood Plans



and an example of a smaller parish is the South Huish Neighbourhood Plan. For those
interested in taking a look it can be found on their website: http://www.southhuish-pc.org.uk

What next?

Peter Sandover (Chair of South Devon National Landscapes) has a wealth of experience on

Neighbourhood Plans so if you are interested in finding out more about the possibility of a

Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish, please come along to hear his talk and take part in the
discussion at the

Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 9™ April in Dittisham Village Hall at 7pm.



