
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

Topic: Jetty in Dittisham Mill Creek
Background
A jetty has been built by a private property owner on on private foreshore in Dittisham Mill Creek.
Dart Harbour Navigation Authority is empowered to allow or deny the construction of a jetty. If approved it would be
as a public jetty.
If the Parish Council has a strong opinion either way about the public utility and impact of this jetty then DHNA will 
use this to inform its final decision.
This will be an Agenda item for the meeting on 5 July 2023.
Comments from members of the public are welcomed.

Author: A Thom, Clerk, and DPC Cllr Unitt
Date: 21/6/23

Comments 
Should:

 Be an objective consideration relevant to the application,
 Support/agree to the application or;
 Object to the application.

Must not: 
Do not contain any personal names, please use words such as applicant.
Do not make inappropriate or personal comments.

Description of the Structure
A fixed horizontal wooden jetty starting at about 4 metres from the sea wall of Seal House and extending about 18 
metres into the creek over foreshore that is muddy shingle but not extending into/over the deep mud of the creek; it
has wooden steps down to beach level at its far end. The tide reaches its outer end at about half tide but it has no 
significant depth of water till about 2.5 hrs either side of high water. As it is fixed and horizontal the distance from 
the jetty to the water varies and at tides of greater than circa 4.5 m it is submerged – see photos below. For 
reference high water heights range from c 3.6 m at neaps to 5.1 m at springs but as neaps always occur round about 
the middle of the day in this part of the country, the jetty is not submerged at the time of day when most people 
might want to use it.

How many people use that footpath, and how many of them are likely to use the pontoon/jetty to 
access the water. 
Cllr Unitt’s observations: 
I would say that the footpath is used quite frequently all year round but obviously more so in the summer when it 
will be walked several times a day by both locals, holiday makers and serious walkers. The jetty is within a few 
metres of the start of the footpath which at that point traverses the beach that is in the same ownership as the jetty.
The jetty is only of interest to beach walkers as a small diversion to sit on it and look at the creek, have a sandwich or
take a rest.
As the pontoon is a fairly recent fixture it is almost impossible to estimate how much public use it will get but the 
likely users include

 Swimmers/kayakers/paddleboarders who live within walking distance of the creek or who have parked in 
Riverside Road (there is only one public parking space in Lower Street) 
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 People who keep dinghies on the Duchy owned beach (on the other side of the beach access lane) who want
to pick up or drop off a crew member. The jetty will, I understand, be signed as short stay only and in any 
event is unsuitable for leaving boats attached to it as they could get trapped underneath on a rising tide or 
end up on top of it on a falling spring tide.

 Yachties who come ashore from the anchorage at the mouth of the creek
 Small craft river users/explorers (eg kayakers, paddleboarders, rowers, ribs etc) as a stop off point.

For people who want to bring their small craft to launch on the beach/from the jetty, the only access is down the 
small access lane between Seal House and Herongate which has been the subject of recent discussion at council 
meetings in relation to its slippery condition.

Information from Dart Harbour Navigation Authority
The Harbour Authority is empowered to allow or deny the construction of a jetty.  If the parish council has a strong 
opinion either way about the utility and impact of this jetty then we will use this to inform our final decision.

 would require that public access be maintained on this jetty as part of their license with Dart Harbour.
 have anecdotal evidence that a reasonable number of people are using this jetty for wild swimming in 

particular
 the jetty is not usable at low tide – it is useful from mid tide to high tide
 the creek is relatively quiet, but there are around a dozen dinghies that do use it to access their boat. For 

around 50% of the village of Dittisham it is the closest place to access the Dart
 the footpath from the village centre is relatively wide and well maintained. It would be simple to carry a 

paddleboard or inflatable kayak to that location
 permitted length of stay is not yet decided – it would be short stay eg 20-30 minutes or up to 2 hours

Our criteria, as per our moorings policy is that we would not support a new private residential jetty, but we would 
consider allowing a public jetty that provides a useful service to the public, or which is essential for the running of a 
business.
We don’t feel that it sets a precedent – this jetty is fairly unique on the river that it can be accessed from a public 
footpath, and that there are no other means of accessing the water at half tide in this location.  If this jetty does 
remain in place, we wouldn’t consider it appropriate for a second jetty to be built by a neighbouring property, for 
example, as at that point there would be a public access in this location, and no benefit of a second one being 
provided.
We are not sure about its overall utility. It is fulfilling a new purpose, but is that something that is useful.  Do people 
want to swim in this location, and is there any real benefit in entering the water from the jetty rather than the 
beach.  Equally, people currently pull dinghies up on the beach in this location, so it is not impossible to do so.
Visual and environmental impact. Officer from the AONB asked.  His view was that the visual and environmental 
impact is negligible.
We believe we can put a suitable contract in place to ensure that it is properly maintained or removed.
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Half tide (=high tide
- 3 hrs)

4.4 m height high 
tide
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– 3hrs)
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Jetty at low water taken from bottom 
of access lane (opposite side from top
three photos)
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