
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

Comment 1

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Jetty that has been constructed in Mill Creek.

 I would urge the Parish Council to advise the Harbour Authority not to approve the Jetty, or as a minimum provide 
no positive support for the approval of the Jetty. 

It would set a very bad precedent if the Parish Council were to support approval of a structure that has been 
constructed without approval [...].

Other structures on the river, including in Mill Creek and elsewhere in Dittisham, have gone through extensive 
approval processes including consideration of environmental impact. Proper environmental impact assessment must
be undertaken.

 With regard to the Jetty itself:

 I do not see any utility in having the jetty in the creek. It is not long enough to increase access to the water. It
does not extend any further than the firm beach from which boats can currently launch.

 It is not appropriate to the creek and is an eyesore.

 It is not like any other structure on the river so does not belong in this AONB.

 From my observations there are flaws in its construction with various examples of misalignment. I would be 
concerned at its use by parishioners and visitors.

 I do hope that the Council will consider these comments and act appropriately.

Comment 2

Thank you to the councillors for inviting us to express our views on the jetty at Dittisham Mill Creek. I am writing to 
express my objection to the jetty that has been built there.  

I have read the comments from the parish councillors and from the DHNA. 

useful or not?

The jetty is only usable at mid to high tide, 2.5 hours either side.  I suggest that the number of SUP/kayak users that 
would be likely to use it would be low. A user launching from the jetty would need to carry the kayak/SUP down the 
lane which has a long term issue with a slippery surface due to a running stream. There is only one parking space, at 
the top of the lane. The presence of the jetty would make not very much difference if the tide is high or 1.5 hours 
either side as the Kayak/SUP could be launched from the shore. 

DHNA quotes anecdotal evidence of 'a reasonable number of swimmers' using the jetty. What does this mean? How 
many is reasonable? 

DHNA would consider approving the jetty if it 'provides a useful service to the public'. I don't think this jetty does 
that sufficiently to weigh against the environmental impact. DHNA says that it 'is not sure about its overall utility... is 
there any benefit in entering the water from the jetty rather than the beach?'  I agree, the case for it is not strong 
enough.  

environmental 
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I am aware that the AONB officer said that the impact is 'negligible'. This is surprising. Dittisham Mill Creek is quiet 
and tranquil. In the South Devon Estuaries Environmental Management Plan 2016 - 2024     
https://www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SDEMP_Text_version-1.pdf       there is 
reference in Section 3 to Human Environment - Access, Recreation and Tourism.  The Action list for EST 36 is 
relevant, and DHNA is a lead partner on this action. 'Promote and manage tranquil and wildlife rich areas 
vulnerable to disturbance as 'Quiet areas' - where wildlife and tranquillity may be enjoyed and given priority'. 

Dittisham Mill Creek is a tranquil and wildlife rich area - seals, terns, swan,  duck, geese are often in the creek, 
samphire grows on the shore close to the point near the main river. We used to hear curlews in the summer 
evenings in the 1970s, sadly they are no longer there. There are some great recreational companies that guide 
people on kayaks, SUPs around the river, and encourage people to enjoy the wildlife and the tranquillity. There are 
several river landing/beaching places for these trips or for individuals already, and there is a danger that the jetty 
might become another point on the river user's travel map, and attract groups or greater numbers of people at once.
This would be 'increased recreational pressure' as defined in the Plan above. There is nothing to stop people landing 
on the shore when the tide is right.  Hopefully their enjoyment of the tranquillity will encourage them to respect the 
river and shore as already happens, mainly. 

DHNA thinks they can put in a suitable contract to  maintain the jetty. I imagine it will not be high on their priority list
of spending should they need to restrict their funds in future. if they don't maintain, there will be a detrimental 
environmental impact.

precedent

DHNA say 'we don't feel that it sets a precedent', but presumably could not give a cast iron guarantee that this 
would never happen. There are examples of other planning decisions in Dittisham where precedents have been  set, 
even when the intention is that new developments are not to be used as precedents.  I would not want to see 
several other jetties put up by neighbouring properties. 

I hope these views can be fully considered by Dittisham Parish Council. Many thanks for all that you do for the village
and outlying regions.

Comment 3

I would like to object to the pier in Mill Creek. The water is accessible between half and high tide from the water. 
High usage would mean more cars for which there is no room. 

The small number of swimmers who use the creek are perfectly capable of getting in and out from the shore.
Please can we leave it how it is for the sake of the wildlife and the beauty of the area. You say it would be 
maintained but we all known that money is tight. If it is not maintained it will become a liability.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and for giving the whole issue serious thought.

Comment 4

I strongly object to the building of Mill Creek Jetty.
There has been no investigation on the ecological impact of the structure and its future use.
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The creek is home to King Fishers, white egrets , swans, seals and many other birds and mammals. It is an area of 
natural beauty.
I am concerned about the use of the jetty and an increase in noise and pollution in the creek especially as this would 
increase if it is opened to the general public.
I don’t understand how this was allowed to be built without permission and could set a precedent for future 
development.
I also believe it is an eye sore to what is a beautiful natural setting.
Please consider my opinion.
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