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DRAFT Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held using public 
videoconferencing on Wednesday 6 May 2020 at 7:00p.m 

 
Present: Cllrs Tucker (Chair), Anderson (Vice-Chair), Bond, Faulkner, Green, Nightingale, and Quinn were 
present, as were South Hams District Councillor McKay, Devon County Cllr Hawkins, and A Thom (Clerk). 
There were no members of the public. 

75/20 Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Lloyd. 

76/20 Declaration of Interests 
Cllr Anderson declared an other personal interest in St George’s Church with regard to the Finance 
Committee’s report item. 

77/20 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
It was noted that DPC’s practices are amended in accordance with this new legislation. The legislation 
means that virtual meetings are temporarily legally allowed and the holding of an Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council in 2020 is not a legal requirement. 

78/20 COVID-19 Response  
The project to ensure that residents and visitors have access to support and information was reviewed.  
There are local groups working to support the community. Cllrs Nightingale and Anderson will look into 
whether an application for a grant by DPC to support group’s work would be useful and appropriate. It was 
resolved to delegate to the Clerk authority to make a decision on whether to apply, in consultation with Cllrs 
Nightingale and Anderson. 

79/20 Approval of Minutes 
It was resolved to approve minutes of the meetings held on 1 April and 4 March 2020. 

80/20 Public Issues 
No issues raised 

81/20 Community Reports 

81/20.1 South Hams District Council  
Councillor McKay said there is a second, 2.4 million pound, fund. Details on how the fund will be 
dispersed are still pending. 
He said quite a lot of companies have fallen between the cracks. Cllr McKay has been contacted by one 
marine based business, and is aware of another 15-20 marine businesses in a similar situation. 
Cllr McKay apologised that he was not successful obtaining DPC relief from paying the car parks’ 
business rates. There is no room within the Regulations for that discretion. 
About 70% of the business rates grants had been paid out last week. There may be more now. Some 
village halls haven’t yet applied. 

81/20.2 Devon County Councillor 
Devon County Cllr Hawkins asked the Clerk to circulate his report, excerpts of which have been 
reproduced below. He said he is available to help.  
A new no HGVs sign suggested by DCC for the Sportsman’s Junction was discussed. Once DPC has 
agreed the sign, DCC will arrange for it to be made and installed.  
In this current financial year Cllr Hawkins is able to offer £750 to Dittisham from his County Locality 
fund. This has to be spent by December 2020. 
Devon County Council are running very much as closely as possible to normal. All Council and Scrutiny 
meetings are continuing except School Transport Appeals. These are all being held remotely, with staff 
working from home. 
Annual Councils have been cancelled until May 2021 at both County and District levels. 
I last week spoke to Dartmouth and Kingsbridge Academies: up to 50 pupils are being educated at the 
Academy each day for those families who are working in the front line. All families who receive free 
school meals have been contacted by letter ensuring they know that vouchers are available to buy food 
from Sainsbury’s. 
Devon County Highways are still working and are doing all they can during the current restrictions, the 
Neighbourhood Officer is working hard, both from home and visiting sites as required. 
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I understand the planning Application for the Health and Well-being Centre should be put in within the 
next few weeks. 
The Fleet (Riverview) is I believe now open and providing Dartmouth and surrounding parishes with a 
much needed nursing home. 

82/20 Communications in relation to planning/tree applications. 
The following decisions were noted: 

o 0277/20/FUL Former site of Kiln Lyon Lower Street Dittisham TQ6 0HY. Application for two storey 
dwelling to replace existing bungalow with associated landscaping and detached double garage 
with parking. Conditional Approval. 

o 0045/20/HHO Little Croft The Level Dittisham TQ6 0ES. Householder application for rear extension 
to dwelling with roof terrace. Conditional Approval. 

83/20 New planning applications. 

83/20.1 1026/20/LBC & 1025/20/FUL Downton Farm Dittisham TQ6 0JD. Full and Listed building 
consent for construction of new garden store building and associated external works. 

It was unanimously resolved to Support both of these applications. 

84/20  New tree applications 

84/20.1 1014 Tree Preservation Order 2020 Capton Wood, Capton, centred at SX836540 

It was resolved to Support Confirmation As Served. The Clerk’s draft statement by DPC was agreed. 

85/20 Consultations 

o Potting Permit Conditions, Amendments to the Permit Conditions to Manage the Live Wrasse Pot 
Fishery. 15/5/20 

The Clerk was given authority to comment in consultation with Cllr Anderson. 

86/20 Reports from Councillors with Specific Responsibilities / External Forums 

86/20.1 Finance Working Group 
It was resolved to support the Group’s recommendations, with recommendation five changed to read 
that payment of the machine maintenance contract be made, at a reduced rate if possible. The 
recommendations are a response to the loss of car park income, and include that DPC needs to be 
prudent in its spending decisions, making necessary payments and deferring discretionary spending, 
and regarding grants that DPC make only one grant: of £300 to South Hams Citizens Advice.  

86/20.2 Use of The Ham Task & Finish Group 
The Group’s report on the use of The Ham for events and camping was considered. Cllr Tucker 
declared a disclosable pecuniary interest and was removed from the meeting during a discussion of the 
Outdoor Swimming Society event. 
It was resolved that the OSS Dart 10K event planned for September 2020 will not be allowed. 
This decision took into account the demographics of parish residents and the large crowds of people 
associated with the event. 
It was unanimously resolved to accept the Group’s report. There will be a summary front page stating 
that DPC doesn’t support any gatherings this year. 

87/20 VE Day - Friday 8 May 2020 
The Clerk will post images and information about commemoration actions and events. 
It was agreed that Cllr Nightingale will write an article about a local person’s recollections of VE Day. 

88/20 New Bench on The Ham – Memorial 
It was unanimously resolved to agree to a resident’s request that the planned new bench be a memorial 
bench, paid for by them and a memorial plaque installed. 

89/20 Car Park Permits 
The Clerk’s report was received and it was resolved to accept the recommendation that an audit of 
documents will not be requested. 

90/20 HGV sign at Sportsmans Arms / Hemborough Post 
It was resolved to confirm DPC’s approval of the proposed sign & that DCC Locality Budget will pay the 
approximate cost of £50. 
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91/20 Repair of Public Right of Way Signs  
It was resolved to agree that DCC arrange repair of P3 signs identified by DPC in annual report and send 
DPC invoice to pay from P3 reserves. 

92/20 Application to DCC for a new Public Right of Way in the Village. 
It was unanimously resolved to support the Schedule 14 application to register as a new Public Right of 
Way the former pedestrian access between Riverside Road, just west of the Football Field, to The Level, so 
long as route is a footpath, not a vehicular access route. 

93/20 Financial Matters 

93/20.1 Financial Report. 
It was resolved to support the report which showed a balance of £82,870.45 and unearmarked reserves 
of £25,494.98. 

93/20.2 Payments Due and Receipts 
It was resolved to agree to make the following payments: 
o Car Park Supervisor Car Park Supervision Nov 19 to March 20 £400.00 
o SHDC  Payroll 2019/20 £120.00 
o SHDC  Election - uncontested DPC 2019 £85.12 
o DALC Annual Subscription £99.81 
o DALC New councillors course £36.00 
o Village Hall Oct, Nov, Dec 2019 £52.80 
o Village Hall March 2020 -  £19.80 
o Kingsbridge Websites COVID 19  pages £40.00 
o SLCC Membership renewal £126.00 
o Clerk CE34 Expenses reimbursement £77.22 

The following receipts were noted: 
o SHDC Precept first instalment & Council Tax Support Grant £6,040.50 
o SHDC RingGo income & LCP permit income 2019/20 £15,528.94  

94/20.3 Sustainable Dittisham Grant from DCC 
It was resolved for £130.75 to be disbursed by Sustainable Dittisham, subject to Cllr Lloyd’s agreement, 
and that the balance will be returned to DCC 

95/20.4 Membership of the Society of Local Council  
It was resolved to agree payment of annual Membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks fee pro-
rata with Blackawton Parish Council (£126) 

96/20.5 Working from Home Allowance  
It was resolved to agree increasing Clerk's Working from Home Allowance to £17 per month paid by 
DPC from 6 April 2020 as per Devon Association of Local Council's notice. The total cost is shared pro-
rata with Blackawton Parish Council 

95/20.6 Authorisation of Salary Payments 
It was resolved agree that the Clerk's base salary will be paid on the last day of each month and be 
authorised annually in April of each year or when the national salary award is changed. 

95/20.7 DPC’s approach to Direct Debit of VAT payments. 
Payment arrangement were deferred for the Clerk to do further research. 

96/20 Correspondence 

The following correspondence was noted 

o Received – Dittisham Village Hall Phase II improvements report from VHMC 9/3/20, & confirmation 
of PCC’s written approval of the work 

o Sent - 9/3/20 South Devon Rural Housing Association. Safety of padlock on gate next to football 
field. 

97/20 Next Meeting 
It was confirmed that the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council will be held 3 June 2020 at 7:00 pm. 

The meeting closed at 20:51 


