
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

 

DRAFT Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village 
Hall on Wednesday 6 March 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

Present: Cllrs Faulkner (meeting Chair), Anderson, Bond, Green, Munro, Nightingale, Quinn, and Westcott were present, 
as were A Thom (Clerk), and five members of the public. 

25/19 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Tucker and Devon County Cllr Hawkins. 

26/19 Declarations of Interests 
Cllr Quinn declared disclosable pecuniary interests in items 7.2 Darling Cottage planning application, 12 Relocation of 
Manor Street Turning Bay Bin, and 17.1 CCTV correspondence. It was resolved to grant Cllr Quinn’s request for a 
dispensation to speak about items 12 and 17.1. 
Cllr Faulkner agreed to Cllr Quinn’s request that item 7.3 be addressed before item 7.2 and that 7.2 be followed by item 
12. Item 17.1 was not moved. 

27/19  Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2019 were approved. 

28/19 Public Issues 

28/19.1 Works at DB Skips 
A member of the public raised their concerns about the former operation of the site, the recent clearing of trees - 
including in the older woodland area, and use of floodlighting, and that a ‘Winnebago’ has been placed on the 
site and lived in. They noted that the stream which runs through the site feeds into the River Dart so there is a 
risk of contamination. 

28/19.2 Manor Street Turning Bay Bin and CCTV  
A member of the public objected to the proposal to relocate the bin to the edge of the turning bay. They raised 
concerns that traffic will find turning more difficult and shift towards Pink Thorn’s entrance - which will be at 
greater risk of damage, that a slim bin would be useless, and that it would be close to the storm drain. 
The member of the public objected to the CCTV cameras on Darling Cottage. 

28/19.4 Car Park Paperless Permits 
The process for residents who are not on the council tax invoice to obtain permits will be explained outside of the 
meeting. 

28/19.5 Manor Street Turning Bay Bin 
A member of the public objected to the proposal to relocate the bin as illogical because in the new location it 
would be vulnerable to damage and become an obstruction, and said that there is already a problem with 
congestion of the turning bay. They commented it would be nice to upgrade the current bin area. 

28/19.6 Manor Street Turning Bay Bin and CCTV 
Cllr Quinn said that she has not requested that the bin goes into the turning bay. South Hams District Council 
Waste and Environmental Health department are committed to removing the bin currently located under and 
beside her kitchen window. SHDC has consulted the Parish Council not to debate if it should be removed but to 
accommodate any preferences that the parish may have as to where we would like to relocate the bin to. DCC is 
in agreement with the above.  
Cllr Quinn said that her CCTV cameras do not film the street or outside of her property boundaries.  
Cllr Quinn asked that her email to the Communications Working Group about how issues are raised and logged, 
with a view to how DPC can improve its services to the community, be considered by councillors if permitted. The 
CCTV was an example considered by the Group. Cllr Quinn noted that she has not known how to share her 
comments on the CCTV [as above] with DPC as a group. 

29/19 Community Reports 

29/19.1 South Hams District Council Councillor 
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Tucker. 

29/19.2 Devon County Councillor 
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Hawkins. 
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30/19 Communications from SHDC in relation to planning/tree applications. 

30/19.1  4211/18/TPO Dittisham Sailing Club, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0JH. Proposed works: T800: Oak - 
Reduce length of long branches by 3-4m reduce crown to reshape. T799: Oak - Remove larger deadwood over 
dingy park, reduce main limb back by approx. 10m to area of secondary branching, reduce right secondary stem 
by 3m, reshape remaining front canopy. T798: Sycamore - end weight reduction of 2 overlong limbs and general 
reduction over dingy park by 2m. T797: Sycamore - Remove water sprouts on main trunk, crown reduction over 
club by max 2m due to concerns about failure. T796: Oak - Reduce end weight of 2-3 branches over boat park 
by 4-5 m. T795: Oak – Remove deadwood. Grant Consent 

30/19.2 0017/19/TCA Shute Orchard, The Lane, Dittisham, Devon, TQ6 0HB. T2: Ash – Fell.  Raise No 
Objections. 

 30/19.3 3982/18/LBC Bruckton Farm Bruckton Cross To Ashplat Cops Dittisham TQ6 0HW. Listed building 
consent proposed replacement of 23 windows to hardwood timber casement windows. Conditional Approval. 

31/19 New planning/tree applications. 

31/19.1 0277/19/LBC Lilac Cottage The Level Dittisham TQ6 0ES. Listed Building Consent for renovation of 
existing cottage with new fenestration and new roof to existing extension. Support. (resolution proposed Cllr 
Anderson, seconded Cllr Nightingale).   

31/19.2 Leaf & Bean Restaurant, 5 Lower Street, Dartmouth, TQ6 9AJ. The application is for the sale of alcohol 
for consumption on the premises, Monday to Sunday from 8am to 10pm. No comment. 

31/19.3 0479/19/VAR Darling Manor Street Dittisham TQ6 0EX. Application for removal or variation of condition 
2 (APPROVED PLANS) following grant of planning permission 18/0742/15/F.  Support. (resolution proposed Cllr 
Green, seconded Cllr Nightingale).   

32/19 Relocation of Manor Street Turning Bay Bin 
Cllrs considered SHDC’s question - Does the PC have any objection to the bin currently located on DCC highway land 
where the grit bin and post box are currently located being relocated to a position just to the right of the recessed water 
hydrant, flush with the wall on the top side of the T junction where The Lane meets Manor Street. 
DPC resolved that it objects to the bin being removed. would insist that the bin remains where it is, and suggests it be 
emptied more often and that it is replaced by a bin with a closed lid. 

33/19 Consultations 

• DCC, Re-use Credit Scheme, closes 5 April 2019.  
It was resolved that the Clerk will write supporting Option 3. 

34/19 Reports from Councillors with Specific Responsibilities / External Forums 

 34/19.1 Playground Working Group 
The proposal to obtain quotes for the services of a landscape/public space specialist to develop a 
comprehensive and cohesive plan for further phases of improvements to the Ham was considered. It was agreed 
that the Playground Working Group will develop a brief to present to the April meeting of DPC. 

34/19.2 Car Park Working Group 
DPC agreed to the plan for enforcement in the Dittisham car parks by SHDC to re-commence 11 March 2019 
subject to an issue with verification emails being resolved. An issue with a permit having the colour and make of 
the vehicle wrong was raised. It was agreed that issues will be sent via clerk to allow monitoring. 

35/19 Binham Cottage 
DPC resolved unanimously to refuse the requests for the key/code to the new lockable post being installed by the Parish 
Council, for approval to use a vehicle to cross The Ham, and for approval to cross The Ham with a boat on a push/pull 
trailer. In refusing the request for consent to cross The Ham in these ways it was mindful of safety of the other users of 
The Ham, and of its responsibility and legal liability. It took into account the potential to damage The Ham. It was also 
noted that there are locations on and next to the Dart for boats to be stored. The Parish Council also took into account 
that the grant of a private right of way over council land is treated in law as a disposal of land. 

36/19 Purchase of Two Public Access Defibrillators 
It was resolved to purchase two Zoll 3 defibrillators and outdoor cabinets from the Community Heartbeat Trust (£4,200) 
and to enter into a ten year managed solutions agreement (£165per machine annually), and to pay for power at an 
estimated annual cost of £30. 
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37/19 Clearance of Drains on the Highway 
It was resolved that DPC will request to share the four hour minimum cost of £300 plus £120/tonne disposal and time with 
Blackawton Parish Council if BPC arranges for a vehicle to clear blocked drains on the highway. 

38/19 Parish Lengthsman 
It was resolved to accept the application to carry out lengthsman work in Dittisham, and to arrange the related training. 
The Clerk was delegated responsibility to arrange for a contract in consultation with Cllrs Anderson and Faulkner. The 
hours will not be limited and a monthly contact will be included. 

39/19 Damage to Wooden Bench on The Ham 
It was agreed to make an insurance claim and that Cllr Faulkner will obtain quotes for a replacement. The quotes will be 
reviewed by the April meeting. It appears that the bench was struck by the large floating logs during the high tides at the 
end of half-term. 

40/19 Financial Matters 

40/19.1 Consider approval of financial report. 
It was resolved to approve the report which showed a balance of £80,773.55 and unearmarked reserves of 
£33,695.27. 

40/19.2 Payments Made, Due and Received 
It was resolved to approve the following payments: 

• Tozer & Co Printers DSC permits £211.87 

• M Falkner Conduit for EV charging point £175.44 

• Village Hall Hire June 2018 - January 2019 £92.40 

• Kingsbridge Websites Balance website design £400.00 

• Glanville Cleansing Drain clearance 26/2 £540.00 

• Clerk CE27 £66.67 

• Clerk February salary & pension, Janaury overtime £703.83 

• HMRC February PAYE and NI £26.28 
The following receipts were noted: 

• Dittisham United Football Club,DAAT Night Landing Column donation, £500 

• SWW The Ham Car Park £435 

• HMRC VAT return  £192.05 

• SHDC  Community Grant  £800 

40/19.3 Grants 
It was resolved to make a grant of £200 to the Citizens Advice Bureau. 

40/19.4 Clerk's Contract 
It was resolved to update the Clerk's contract to refer to the new Spinal Column Point system. 

40/19.5 Pension Contributions 
It was noted that the auto-enrolment employer contribution increases from 2% to 3% on 6 April 2019.   

40/19.6 Clerk’s overtime claim 
The claim DPC12 for five hours overtime payment was approved. 

41/19 To note / consider correspondence 

Received 

• 11/2 & 28/2/19, Concerns about a Parishioner’s CCTV filming the street.  
DPC resolved that the Clerk will provide a signposting role and assist and advise where this is useful. It was 
considered that direct referral to the ICO is outside of DPC’s remit.  

• 25/2/19, Concerns regarding groundworks and on-site living accommodation at Dittisham Recycling.  
DPC resolved that the Clerk will refer the matter to the relevant authorities.  

• 2019 January 11, Villages in Action, Touring performing arts 

42/19 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
It was agreed to hold the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Wednesday 8 May 2019 at 6:30 pm immediately before 
the ordinary May meeting. 

43/19 Annual Parish Meeting 
It was agreed that the Annual Parish (community) Meeting will be held on Wednesday 22 May 2019 at 7:00 pm.  
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44/19 The Old Chapel Burial Ground’s Encroachment by the Old Chapel School 
The consideration of this item was closed to the public because it was a commercially sensitive discussion. 
The Parish Council considered its response to legal advice on the matter and how to proceed. 
DPC resolved-that: 
• it accepts the advice that the long-standing encroachment onto areas 1 and 2 (rear porch and side extension) would 

not be pursued by DPC.  
• is open to consider the sale of areas 3 - 6 (land to the south and west of The Old Chapel School) subject to: 
a. Professional confirmation that no remains have been interred in area 5 or 6.  
It required that this assessment must be carried out by an appropriately qualified and equipped professional and that the 
work will be arranged by DPC on the understanding that the owner of The Old Chapel School will pay for the cost of the 
assessment 
b. Independent valuation of each of areas 3-6 or a smaller area if there are interred remains (again arranged by DPC on 
the understanding that the owner of The Old Chapel School will pay for the cost of the assessment). 
c. Negotiation of an acceptable price. 
DPC will seek clarification of legal advice regarding land with underlying drains and address the issue that the start of the 
public right of way is not marked on the title map. The registered Land Registry plan requires rectification regarding areas 
1 and 2. 

45/19 Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 3 April 2019 at 7:00 pm. 

The meeting closed at 22:13. 


