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DRAFT Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham 
Village Hall on Wednesday 18 July 2018 at 7.00 p.m. 

Present: Cllrs Faulkner, Bond, Nightingale, Anderson, and Munro were present as were Devon County Cllr 
Hawkins and four members of the public. 

120/18 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Tucker, Quinn and Green.  

121/18 Declarations of Interests  
None declared. 

122/18 Approval of Minutes 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2018. 

123/18 Public Issues 

123/18.1 South West Gaffers Request 
It was resolved to approve the South West Gaffers’ request for the group to stay overnight in 
campervans in The Ham car park and to camp in tents on The Ham from 17-19 August while 
participating in the Dittisham Regatta with the request that the size of tents is restrained. 

123/18.2 South Devon Rural Housing Association’s placement of a gate blocking pedestrian 
access 
A resident’s request for support from DPC was discussed. It was agreed that DPC is willing to support 
residents by submitting an application to register a new right of way prepared by interested residents. 
This issue will be on the 5 September Agenda. 

123/18.3 SWW processing plant noisier 
The plant is noisier and smellier. This is apparently caused by a blower fan wearing out. A replacement 
part would need to be specially made. The Clerk will write to SWW. 

123/18.4 Maintenance of St Michael’s Churchyard 
The Church has written to DPC requesting financial support to provide a community resource. This 
question will be on the 5 September Agenda. 

123/18.5 New HGV Signage 
A representative from Carpenter Oak discussed the signage proposed to help resolve the problem with 
HGVs taking an incorrect route via Dittisham, and requested that Carpenter Oak be added to the 
signage. Carpenter Oak will make a financial contribution to the signs. DCC will be asked to consider 
the feedback. 

123/18.6 Fireworks on The Ham in November 
Cllr Faulkner was provided with an insurance note today. The question was deferred to the meeting on 
5 September 2018. DPC’s insurers will be consulted before the meeting. 

124/18 Community Reports 

124/18.1 Devon County Council 
Devon County Councillor Hawkins discussed the proposal for the new Health and Well Being Centre to 
be located on the current Park and Ride land. He noted that with the limited parking in Dartmouth the 
Park and Ride parking is an important resource and Rib Eye may also want to use some of its land. The 
Healthcare Action Group has been told there is evidence of a need for 1-2 nursing care beds. HATOC 
took place last week and meets next in March 2019. Requests will be needed by Christmas 2018.  

124/18.2 South Hams District Council  
Deferred in the absence of Cllr Tucker. 

125/18 Communications in relation to planning/tree applications. 

• Extension of existing permission site area (18/1633/09/CM). To include North access road to 
allow re-positioning of existing access road nearer the boundary of the permitted application site 
at Dittisham Recycling, Bosomzeal Cross to Downton Cross, Dittisham, TQ6 0HP. Withdrawn. 

• 1309/18/TCA Blackberry Cottage The Lane Dittisham TQ6 0HB. T1-T5: Elm - coppice to ground 
level to maintain good hedgerow management. Tree Works Allowed. 
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• 1864/18/ARC Kiln Lyon Lower Street Dittisham Dartmouth TQ6 0HY. Application for Approval of 
Details Reserved by Conditions 3 & 5 of planning consent 18/0230/15/F. Discharge of condition 
Approved 

126/18 New planning/tree applications. 

• 1567/18/FUL Former Site Of Kiln Lyon, Lower Street, Dittisham, TQ6 0HY. 
READVERTISEMENT Erection of a replacement dwelling and garage building with associated 
landscape works. 
Support on the conditions that the living roof is not used as an entertainment/living space, that 
there is a landscaping scheme to minimise its visual impact, and that a tree survey is carried out. 

• 0974/18/FUL READVERTISEMENT(Revised site location plans) Retrospective application for 
alterations and part conversion of dwelling (part-unoccupied) to form two separate dwellings. The 
Old Chapel The Level Dittisham TQ6 0ES 
Object because of encroachment of the extension onto the Burial Ground's land. The Parish 
Council confirmed the view that the extension has been built on the Old Chapel Burial Ground's 
land. The Parish Council was also of the view that the area between the retaining wall and the 
Old Chapel's wall is on the Old Chapel Burial Ground's title. A trench and other works have been 
created in this area during construction. The Parish Council requests that the land is reinstated. 

• 2028/18/TCA St Annes, Manor Street, Dittisham, Devon, TQ6 0EX. T0073: Magnolia - crown 
reduction by approx 1.5 metres, crown lift to 2 metres from ground level, to manage large tree in 
small garden; T0074: Cherry - fell, in decline, lots of deadwood present, replant with Ditsum 
Plum.  
The deadline passed because of the delayed meeting. No comment has been made. 

• 2060/18/HHO Dartway The Level Dittisham TQ6 0ES. Householder application for works to 
driveway, associative landscaping, and construction of external staircase.  
Support subject to the landscaping necessary for the privacy of neighbours. 

• 2277/18/TCA St Annes, Manor Street, Dittisham, Devon, TQ6 0EX. T1: Poplar (metal tag 0047) - 
fell, unsuitable in small orchard garden, intend to re-plant with Ditsum Plum.  
Support.  

• 2141/18/ARC Ferry View The Lane Dittisham TQ6 0HB. Application for Approval of Details 
Reserved by Conditions 4 & 5 of Planning Consent 0307/18/LBC. 
No Comment. 

• 1708/18/NMM Cott Farm Barn Dittisham Devon TQ6 0JQ. Non Material Amendment of Planning 
Consent 18/1015/09/F (Re- Configuration of barn and provision of new windows). 
No Comment 

127/18 Consultations 
The following consultations were noted. No formal comment will be made by DPC. 

• DCC: Devon Mobile Library and Outreach Service Consultation 2018. devon.cc/librariesoutreach  
Closing date 28 July 2018. 

• SHDC: Five Year Corporate Strategy 

128/18 Reports from Councillors with Specific Responsibilities / External Forums 

128/18.1 Car Park Working Group 
It was resolved to endorse, advertise, and implement the recommendations in the first CPWG report. 
The new system will be implemented when advertising of the new charge (£100 annually for the second 
permit to include The Level Car Park) is complete. DPC meets with Dittisham Sailing Club in July to 
review DSC permits for The Ham Car Park. It was stated that business permits are not being pursued at 
this stage because the SHDC system is not suitable for DPC.  
SHDC can provide paperless permits to DPC’s requirements. There will be a maximum of two residents 
permits per household – the first has no charge, there is no charge for a second permit to park in The 
Ham Car Park and The Level Car Park to be added to the second permit for a charge of £100. The 
permits will be specific to the named person(s) shown on the SHDC Annual Council Tax advice letter 
and the vehicle(s) ownership must also match that name(s). All vehicle permit applications will be made 
via the SHDC vehicle parking permit web site. Eligibility will be shown by producing the Council Tax 
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invoice. Vehicle registration documents will be used to show the second requirement is met. Four 
vehicle registration changes will be permitted per annum. 
Payment of the fee to advertise the new charge was agreed. DPC has been advised that it will now 
advertise with SHDC which will reduce the cost from the £700 estimate. The actual cost is not known. 
DPC will apply for an SHDC Locality Grant if necessary. The new system will be implemented when 
advertising is complete. There will be extensive publicity and information at that time. 
DPC is seeking more advice about the application of the Deed of Grant for The Ham.  

128/18.2 Playground 
Cllr Bond reported on the ROSPA playground inspection training course he attended. It was agreed that 
the new galleon equipment will be installed as soon as possible following the swimming event 15-16 
September. The proposal to work with Blackawton Primary School to name the galleon was agreed and 
will start in September.  
The purchase of new hanging bolts for the cradle seat swing at a cost of approximately £80 was 
approved. 
Changing the Ham Regulations to allow BBQ's in allocated spaces was deferred. The purchase of a 
playground sign & its design was deferred. Temporary signs will be installed. DPC will continue to take 
down rope swings hung by the public from a tree next to the retaining wall. A sign will not be installed. 

128/18.3 Communications Working Group 
It was resolved to approve the specifications for a new website as circulated. It is planned for the 5 
September 2018 meeting to consider quotes.  

128/18.4 Fibre in Dittisham 
Cllrs Nightingale said that 60% of residents have responded and request fibre broadband. Cllr Tucker 
will be asked to assist via BT management. 

128/18.5 Dart Estuary  
Cllr Anderson reported on the Inaugural Meeting of the Dart Estuary Forum. Its role is as yet unclear. 
DPC will object to the proposal for a Dart Marine Conservation Zone because of the poor process and 
lack of adequate evidence: The timeline was inadequate to allow proper input into a designation which 
may have a major impact on the area. It was not possible for DPC to comment within the very short 
notice period. The consultation document is very poor. The small print is very hard to read and the 
document lacks the necessary evidence. The documents lack the detail necessary to assess the 
implications of the proposal on stakeholders. The River Dart is important to river based recreation and 
businesses as well as an important environment. DPC is aware that there are existing issues with the 
channel of the River Dart silting up and becoming increasingly narrow. This progressive change will 
have consequences for local businesses as well as other effects.  

129/18 Maintenance of Council Assets 
This item to agree works to address the identified repairs and maintenance needs was deferred. 

130/18 Capton Phone Box  
Approval of refurbishments was deferred pending re-consultation with Capton residents. 

131/18 Protocol for Marking the Death of a Senior Figure 
It was resolved to approve the Protocol as circulated and to agree expenditure £161.94. Cllr Munro will 
ensure permission is obtained to share the personal information of other people participating. 

132/18 Long HGV signs 
DPC considered the revised draft signs proposed by DCC. DPC will request that both Blackness and 
Carpenter Oak are on the signs (Carpenter Oak could be abbreviated to C/Oak). It is hoped signposting 
both of the businesses will make the signs more effective. DPC will request a ‘turn here’ sign at the 
Foxenhole layby to include the standard Blackness/lorry picture'/C/Oak text and a 360 degree arrow image. 
There are no side roads here, so no risk of misdirection, and there is room to turn. 

133/18 Dittisham Charity 
The trustees and objectives were agreed and it was agreed that DPC’s lawyer will be instructed to prepare 
the governing document. 

134/18 Parish Lengthsman 
DPC’s preference is for the agreement to end in 2020. 
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135/18 Advertisement of Vacancy for one Councillor 
Deferred until the Autumn. 

136/18 Financial Matters 

136/18.1 Financial Report 
The report which showed a total balance of £68,963.42, a 2018/19 balance of £4,456.34, and 
unearmarked reserves of £19,094.16 was approved. 

136/18.2 Payments Made, Due and Received 
The following payments were approved: 

• CE21 Expenses reimbursement £128.30 

• INV DPC06 Overtime £124.72 

• Maintenance Contract 2017/18 £5,035.80 

• Play Safety one day playground inspection course £318.00 
The following payments made were noted: 

• Clerk Salary June & pension April-June £598.90 

• Metric Tickets one roll £65.84 

136/18.3 Communities Together Fund 
To noted changed. 

136/18.4 Purchase of a Projector 
It was agreed that the Clerk can spend up to £600 to purchase a business projector. 

136/18.5 Working from Home Allowance 
It was agreed to pay an allowance of £2/week commencing 1 April 2018 on the basis that it is hoped 
BPC will agree to pay the same. 

136/18.6 Clerk’s Leave 
The Clerk’s leave 30 July to 10 August 2018 was approved. 

136/18.7 Car Park Supervisor Contract  
The contract was approved as circulated for a term of three years. 

137/18 Correspondence 

137/18.1 For consideration 

• South West Ambulance Service visit Friday 20 July. 

• Invitation South Devon Catchments Partnership 10am to 2pm, 5 July 2018, Follaton 
House. 

137/18.2 For information 

• Launch of national guide on dementia friendly communities 

• Moving Together Devon – helps older and less able people to move or adapt their 
current property 

• AONB - What Makes South Devon Special campaign 

138/18 Next meeting 
It was confirmed that next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council will be on 5 September 2018 at 7:00 pm.  


