
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

DRAFT Minutes of the monthly meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham
Village Hall on Wednesday 1 November 2017 at 7.30p.m

Air Ambulance Night Landing Site
Toby Russell from Devon Air Ambulance Trust discussed two potential night landing sites: The
Ham and the football field.  DAAT currently has 50 live sites and 150 in various stages of
development.  DAAT has assessed The Ham to be the superior site because it is flat, has a
large car park next to it, good proximity to the Village (a 280 metre run), and the lighting
column will be easier to camouflage (possibly on the west pointing into the water).  A ten
metre lighting column with two LED lights is required to light the site.  The lights are switched
on remotely  by DAAT only  when an ambulance  is  landing.   A  grant  is  available  for  the
installation.  The community needs to find funding for the column and associated hardware.
The football field is also an acceptable site however the access is sloping and there is a slope
dropping off on the right hand side of the access path.
The DAAT report on developing a night landing site in Dittisham will be posted on the DPC
website and emailed to the information email group. 

Present:  Cllrs J. Tucker (Chairman), Cllr M. Faulkner (Vice-Chairman), Cllr R. Bond, Cllr S.
Bond, Cllr S. Nightingale, Cllr N. Green, Cllr G. Anderson, Cllr L. Munro, and A Thom (Clerk)
were present as were Cllr J Hawkins (Devon County Council) and one member of the public.

162/17 Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Quinn. 

163/17 Welcome new Councillors
The two newly co-opted Cllr were welcomed.

164/17 Declaration of interests 
Cllr Green declared a possible disclosable pecuniary interest in the Capton bus stop.

165/17 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2017 and
4 October 2017.
It was resolved to approve the minutes.

166/17 Public Issues 
166/17.1 Capton Bus Stop
Cllrs Faulkner and R Bond will assess possible transfer of the bus stop to The Ham and
report back to the PC.
166/17.2 Overhanging Vegetation
Clerk to ask the owner of Seal House to cut back vegetation overhanging the footpath
down to Dittisham Mill Creek.
166/17.3 First Aid & Defibrillator Training
Addressed under Item 10 and reported MN171/17 below.

167/17 Community Reports
167/17.1 Devon County Councillor
Cllr Hawkins will attend a meeting with DPC in December to assess street signs and 
other Parish issues.
167/17.2 South Hams District Council Councillor
Cllr Tucker reported that the merger of SHDC and West Devon Borough Councils will 
not take place.  Although a majority of SHDC Councillors voted in favour of the 
proposal, West Devon Borough Council voted against the merger.

168/17 Communications in relation to planning/tree applications.
168/17.1 3979/16/HHO Dittisham  Lanes End Cottage The Level Dittisham TQ6 0ES.
READVERTISEMENT (Revised Plans Received) Householder application for demolition of
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existing ground floor flat roof extension to rear and replacement with a two storey 
pitched/flat roof extension and associated decking area.  Conditional Approval.
168/17.2 2785/17/HHO & 2786/17/LBC Bay Cottage, Manor Street, Dittisham, TQ6 
0EX.  Householder and Listed Building Consent for removal of existing oil tank and 
associated substandard pipework and erection of new enclosure and bunded oil tank. 
Conditional Approval.

169/17 Planning
169/17.1 3385/17/HHO  Chipton Barton, Old Mill Lane, Dittisham, TQ6 0HW.  
Householder application for a proposed extension to property including new roof and 
renovation of outbuildings to create car port and storage.  Support on the condition 
that the proposal is compliant with planning policy for barns.

170/17 Reports from Councillors with Specific Responsibilities / External 
Forums

170/17.1 Ham Maintenance Working Group
SHDC’s Locality Officer has noted issues with the cradles seat swing to be addressed 
prior to next season and with the slats of some benches.  Replacement slats have been
ordered.  Playground WG councillors will attend the annual insurance inspection: in 
December 2017.
DPC does not have funds available to accept the quote of £1,370 to repair and replace 
The Ham noticeboard.  Councillors Green and Nightingale may have suitable timber for 
new posts.  Cllr Tucker will arrange for collection of the noticeboard.  It was resolved 
to approve expenditure of up to £200 for the work.
170/17.2 Playground Working Group
Cllr Green presented the draft Report on the results of the Community Consultation.  
The final Report will be circulated to stakeholders.  Stakeholders are encouraged to 
comment on it.  
170/17.3 Car Park Working Group
Concern was expressed about conflicting surveys and the public consultation deferred 
to the New Year.
170/17.4 Tree Survey
The Clerk was asked to obtain from one of the quoting contractors an example of a 
Report.  The choice of contractor was deferred to the 6 December 2017 meeting.

171/17 CPR / public access defibrillator training
It was resolved to agree that the British Heart Foundation Heartstart course and defibrillator 
training will be delivered by Kingsbridge Rotary on Wednesday 17 January 2018 from 7-9 pm 
and that the evening will start at 6:30 pm with a meeting to discuss whether there is support 
for public access defibrillators in the Village.  Clerk to advertise the course.  Training places 
are limited to twenty people.
172/17 Consultations

172/17.1 Department of Communities and Local Government ‘Planning for 
the right homes in the right places
Proposed changes to planning policy design and legislation. Closes Thursday 9 
November 2017 at 23.45.  No comment.
172/17.2 Productivity Strategy 
Councils devolution for the Heart of the South West.  Closes 30 November 2017.  No 
comment.
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173/17 Financial Matters
173/17.1 Financial Report.
It was resolved to approve the Report which showed a 2017/18 balance of £4,074.22,
a total balance of £64,588.11 and unearmarked reserves of £34,121.43.
173/17.2 Drain clearance contractor for supplementary work to problem 
drains
The Clerk was asked to confirm Glanville’s availability of suitable vehicles and obtain 
further detail about water capacity and its effect on the works for the 6 December 2017
meeting.

174/17 Clerk’s leave 13-24 November 2017
The Clerk will be taking Annual Leave from 13-24 November 2017.

175/17 Correspondence

175/17.1 For consideration
◦ Town and Parish event at Follaton House on Monday 27 November 2017 at 6:30 pm

◦ 6/10/17, Email from Parishioner, OSS Dart 10K Event traffic congestion
The concerns raised in this email about safety issues caused by traffic congestion 
during the event were discussed at length.  On balance the benefits of the event were 
considered to outweigh the risks.  The PC took into account that there is medical 
support with the event on The Ham, an air ambulance can land on the football field, 
the more severe congestion lasts for brief episodes of about one hour,  there is 
alternative access from the direction of Cornworthy, and the event organisers have 
carried out their own detailed risk assessments.  Cllr Faulkner is available to discuss 
the concerns in person on request.

176/17 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 
It was confirmed that the meeting will take place on Wednesday 6 December 2017 at 7:30 
pm.

The meeting closed at 10:10 pm.
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