
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

Approved Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village Hall,
on Wednesday 6 January 2016 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Cllr M Faulkner (Chairman), Cllr D Harris-Evans (Vice-Chairman), Cllr J Tucker, Cllr R Bond, 
Cllr J Robinson, Cllr P Coxon, Cllr P Unitt, and A Thom (Clerk).

Cllr J Hawkins (Devon County Council).

No members of the public were present.

01/16 Apologies: 
Apologies were received from Cllr P Perry.

02/15 Brief review of Parish Council role, process and interests 
The Clerk reviewed the specific role of the Parish Council as a part of local government to 
serve and account to the local community.  The need for the PC to make its decisions in formal
meeting and the core expectation that Cllrs make unbiased decisions on behalf of the 
community - balancing the overall interests of the Parish - were reviewed, as were the Code of
Conduct and the types of interests Cllrs need to declare.  Cllrs can't be too close to an issue to 
make a balanced decision in the public interest.

03/16 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None declared.

04/16 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 December 2015.
It was resolved to approve the minutes.  

05/16 Public issues.

05/16.1 Village Hall Christmas Tree
The Chairman noted the excellent Village Christmas tree and suggested the PC minute its
congratulations and thanks and also write to the people responsible.

05/16.2 Roadworks at the entrance to The Level
It was explained that DPC had been consulted about the works to alter the width of the access
to The Level outside the Red Lion Inn and Hall, although it was not asked about the railing.  It
was agreed that a better alternative could not be suggested.

06/16 Community Reports
06/16.1 Devon County Councillor
Cllr Hawkins reported that the Dartmouth Tourist Information Centre had closed on the day of 
the meeting because of lack of funds.  Funding solutions continue to be sought to retain this 
important resource.  There will be £750 available in the DCC Locality Fund budget for 2016/17.
This can be used for the playground if requested by DPC.
06/16.2 South Hams District Council Councillor
Cllr Tucker reported that SHDC's funding from central Government will cease in 2018.  The cut
in 2016/17 is 17%: greater than expected.  SHDC will still achieve a small budget surplus in 
2016/17.  It will be looking for opportunities to increase its commercial activities.  2,500 
second homes pay the lower business rates, but currently don't pay for trade waste 
collections.  This is being resolved by SHDC.

07/16 Planning/tree applications

07/16.1 2665/15/HHO & 2666/15/LBC  Studdys Farm Road From Capton To Studdys Farm
Capton Devon TQ6 0JE.  Householder & Listed building consent applications for proposed new
single storey extension and remodelling of existing lean-to extension, new drainage channel
and rooflights to main house.  

No  objection (resolution proposed Cllr  Unitt,  seconded Cllr  Harris-Evans,  Cllr  Tucker  ab-
stained)

07/16.2 2831/15/VAR  Agricultural Workers Dwelling At Sx83152 Capton Bridge Cross To
Hemborough Post Cross Along Zc373 Blackawton Devon TQ9 7DR.  Removal of condition 2 of
planning consent 18/2653/13/F (dwelling can be retained in perpetuity)

It was resolved that DPC would respond that in view of the history of the property it ques-
tions whether the building has been constructed to a standard suitable for long-term habitation
(proposed Cllr Robinson, seconded Cllr Bond, Cllr Tucker abstained).



08/16 Reports from Councillors with Specific Responsibilities / External Forums
08/16.1 Ham Working Group
Cllr Faulkner reported on work done to the cradle seat swing frame: he has repaired the upper
threaded rod identified in the Allianz insurance report and placed lock nuts on both ends.  He 
noted that the other upright was also loose and has repaired it as well.  He reported that the 
swing connectors can easily be replaced and the swings will be re-hung when this has been 
done.  It was agreed that Cllr Faulkner would remove the hanging part of the log walk the day 
following the meeting [the insurance report required repair within 30 days].
The Clerk raised concerns about lack of public input into the playground replacement project.  
It was resolved that the Ham Maintenance Working Group will obtain the proposal in progress
from Kompan, two further proposals and will then consult with the public.  Cllr Faulkner noted 
that the PC will require a brief which should include the costs and how the funds will be 
sourced.
08/16.2 Tree Officers / Ham Maintenance Working Group
Dittisham Horticultural Society has £750 it is willing to donate to the north Ham area and 
would like to take an interest in the project.  It was agreed that Cllr Faulkner will meet with 
Cllr Robinson and a landscape gardener to discuss the plantings.  These proposals will be 
passed on to DHS.  Planting suggestions will be presented to the February PC meeting with the
aim of progressing with the planting as soon as possible.  DPC would be pleased to accept the 
offer from DHS if the plantings are approved by DPC.

It was agreed that soil and seed will be placed below some benches on The Ham and in the 
area between the goal posts to raise the level of the surfaces. 

 08/16.3 DHNA Strategic Planning consultation 
The consultation is a high level document, but looks good and straightforward.  DPC will be in-
terested to monitor the implementation details.  DPC is pleased to see that DHNA is expanding
its consultation and reconstituting the non-Beneficiary group.
08/16.4 Ham Car Park
Some aggregate is required to fill holes in the Ham Car Park when weather permits.  It is 
estimated the cost will be £40.

08/16.5 Drains
Cllr Unit has met with the Parish lengthsman who is able to monitor and clear the problem 
drain on Lower Street.  It was agreed to request this service and to make a comparable 
service available to the Blackawton and Cornworthy Parish Councils with whom DPC shares the
grant funding.

09/16 Parish Maintenance
09/16.1  Lorries accessing the village 
Cllr Tucker described an increasingly frequent problem with articulated lorries entering the 
village and trying to drive towards East Cornworthy via Higher Street.  They damage walls and
need to be pulled out.  His offer to place a sign at Cott Farm warning vehicles of the hazard 
was supported by the Council in principle.  Cllr Tucker will bring further details about size and 
cost of signage to the February PC meeting.  

10/16 Strategic Planning
10/16.1 Purchase of The Level Car Park - 
Cale Briparc has attended a site meeting to assess the site's suitability for a solar ticket 
machine.  A solar machine could be installed however they don't have a heater and ticket rolls 
need to be changed more frequently in damp weather.  It was agreed to pursue a powered 
machine as first preference.
10/16.2 Devon County Council Area Traffic Order
It was resolved to request double yellow lines opposite the Level Car Park starting outside 
Winterfold and continuing to outside the Chapel's wall. 
It was unanimously resolved to request an extension of the existing double yellow lines 
outside St George's church wall on Riverside Road, on the side opposite the bus stop, as far as
the entrance to Dittisham Court.
Maps of both proposed markings have been circulated and the requests will be submitted to 
DCC.
10/16.3 Local Government Devolution 
Somerset and Devon County Councils, 17 District Councils and two National Parks are working 
together towards adopting increased responsibility and funds.  No active role has been 
identified for DPC in this process at present.



10/16.4 Community Helipad 
Devon Air Ambulance is seeking to expand its hours of operation to include night-time flying. 
This will enhance the service offered, particularly in the winter months.  It wants to identify 
landing sites which would be equipped with solar-charged lights that can be activated remotely
to guide the helicopter.  It was agreed to follow this up with the service.

11/16 Financial Matters
11/16.1 Income/expenditure statement
It was resolved to approve the current statement which showed a balance of £75,547 and an 
available balance of £17,547.
11/16.2 2016/17 budget.  
The following changes were made to the proposed budget.
It was resolved to budget £2,000 for the development of a Neighbourhood Plan with the 
expectation that grant funds will be sought as soon as possible.
It was resolved to move the funds earmarked for the playground into the current expenditure
budget.  
11/16.3 2016/17 precept demand
It was resolved to increase the precept by £1,000.  This was considered prudent in view of 
the Parish Council's need to respond to the reduction in County and District Council funding 
and increased Council responsibilities and activities.  Therefore, a total of £12,000 will be 
received from SHDC in 2016/17 (including the Council Tax Support grant of £233).

12/16 Correspondence since the previous meeting

12/16.1 The following correspondence was considered:

12/16.1.11 Government Consultation on proposed changes to the planning system.  Closes 
25th January 2016

12/16.2 The following correspondence was noted:

12/16.2.1 The Patron's Lunch, The Mall, June 2016

13/16 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council
It  was  confirmed  that  the  next  full  meeting  of  the  Parish  Council  would  take  place  on
Wednesday 3 February 2016 at 7.30 p.m in the Village Hall.

Action By Whom When
Write to congratulate and thank the people responsible for 

providing the Village Christmas tree
Clerk ASAP

Ham Working Group to provide three proposals for the 
playground including costs and their sourcing

Cllrs Bond, Coxon, Robinson 
and Perry

31 December 2015

Remove hanging part of log walk and re-hang repaired 
cradle seat swings

Cllr Faulkner ASAP

Meeting with Cllr Robinson's landscape gardener regarding 
north Ham plantings

Cllr Faulkner and Robinson ASAP

Proposal for north Ham planting Cllr Faulkner 28 January 2016
Signage at cott Farm to warn articulated lorries Cllr Tucker 28 January 2016
soil and seed below some benches on The Ham and in the 

area between the goal posts
Clerk/Maintenance contractor Weather dependent

fill holes in the Ham Car Park with aggregate Clerk Weather dependent
clearance of patch of brambles remaining on north Ham maintenance contractor December 2015
reduce the height of the tall stump and chop the surface of 

all stumps on north Ham
maintenance contractor December 2015

Scrape mud from Ham Lane & remove pile of vegetation Clerk/Cllr Tucker Not specified
Write to thank BRNC re outreach visit Clerk Not specified
Consider support of visit by Penang Free School/Old Frees’ 

in 2016
Cllr Tucker MN146/15.2.6

Update the Village Guide Cllr Bond MN124/15.3  
Adoption of BT Phone Boxes

Adopt box on The Level Street and consult 
Capton residents regarding Capton box

Cllr Coxon & Bond MN125/151 

Maintenance of The Ham retaining wall Maintenance contractor / Clerk / 
Cllr Faulkner

MN125/15.1

Determine ownership of the area of beach on the southern 
edge of the sailing club boat park.  

Clerk and Cllr Perry 4 Nov 2015.  MN124/15.2

Neighbourhood/Community Plan initial research and report 
to PC

Cllrs Harris-Evans, Coxon and 
Perry

MN110/15.1

SHDC Locality Fund grant application for £800 for play-
ground

Clerk April 2016  MN111/15.2
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