
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

Approved Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village Hall,
on Wednesday 2 September 2015 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Cllrs M Faulkner (Chairman), Cllr D Harris-Evans(Vice-Chairman), Cllr R Bond, Cllr J 
Robinson, Cllr J Tucker, Cllr P Unitt, Cllr P Coxon, Cllr P Perry, and A Thom (Clerk).
Devon County Cllr Hawkins
5 members of the public were present.

100/15 Apologies: 
Cllr K Wotton.

101/15 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
Cllr Faulkner declared a personal interest in Item 6.2, Landfast planning application, and 
said that he would read a statement before leaving the room.  Cllr Unitt described his 
home's more distant relationship to the same application and said that he would explain 
the application, but not vote on the motion.

102/15 Minutes of the meetings held on 1 July 2015 and the Extraordinary Meeting held 
on 6 August 2015.
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1 July 2015.
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6 August 2015.

103/15 Public issues.

103/15.1  Laburnum Cottage
The Parish Council  was asked to explain how its view on the Laburnum Cottage garden
building  application  18/0305/15/F has  changed from an objection in  March 2015 to  no
objection in August 2015 and why a previously unsatisfactory site is now acceptable.
Cllr  Unitt  explained that  the application  considered in August  2015 included the details
requested about the plinth.  This will be wooden and less permanent than a concrete one.
Information has also now been provided about the location of the proposed building in
relation to the slope of the land.  The PC has been advised the garden building would be
installed by cutting and filling so that the proposed building would be set into the landscape.
Councillors attended a site visit, arranged by the architect for the proposal, prior to the 6
August 2015 meeting.  They viewed the new proposed location for the garden building and
compared it to the original location.  It was concluded that the new location would be a
backwards move as the original one is largely hidden with no need to remove trees.
The PC's support for the proposed garden building is conditional on the conditions listed in
its  response  to  the  Planning  Authority,  SHDC.   Cllr  Robinson  supported  Cllr  Unitt's
statements.  The meeting was advised that it was a unanimous decision of all Cllrs present
at the 6 August 2015 extraordinary meeting.

104/15 Community Reports

104/15.1 Devon County Councillor
County Cllr Hawkins thanked Dittisham Sailing Club for its support in the Dartmouth 
Regatta.  He reported that the first sod in the construction of the Dartmouth Indoor Pool will
be turned on Sunday 6 September 2015.
Cllr Hawkins has met with Dittisham's DCC Neighbourhood Officer who will continue to do 
their best to deliver a good service in a context of DCC's financial stress.
Cllr Hawkins advised that Blackawton PC discussed the Community Road Warden scheme 
this week.  This is where PC's can take over some responsibility maintaining the road 
network and commented that in his opinion this is a step too far.
104/15.2 South Hams District Council Councillor
District Councillor Tucker commented that the Planning Officer considering the Laburnum 
Cottage extension application is likely to conduct a second full consultation on the proposed 
amendments to the plans.  
He commented that any Parishioners hoping to obtain affordable housing must register with
Devon Home Choice and that people with Band E needs won't be successful because of the 
high level of demand.
The SHDC Planning Committee is reviewing the trial of Parish Council's speaking on 
applications.  It appears that Parishes will continue to be able to speak at Committee but 
not be able to speak at site meetings.  This is to be confirmed.



105/15 Planning/tree applications
105/15.1 18/1760/15/LB & 18/1759/15/F Crooks Cottage, Manor Street, Dittisham, 
Dartmouth, TQ6 0EX.  Listed building & householder applications for consent for first floor 
extension over existing single storey kitchen.
The Cottage is located in the lower part of Manor Street and its garden is located behind 
Higher Dart.  Manor Street is one vehicle wide for most of its length and the Ferryboat Inn, 
Anchorstone and pontoon to Greenway are located at the bottom.  Access to deliver and 
remove building materials in a way which does not unreasonably inconvenience other users 
of Manor Street needs to be planned.  The application does not include a method statement.
No objection subject to the provision of a satisfactory method statement (resolution 
proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr Robinson, Cllr Tucker abstained).
105/15.2 18/1744/15/F  Landfast, Higher Street, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0HT.  
Householder application for alterations and extension including new roof to provide new first
floor accommodation, new double garage with associated driveway and landscaping.
Cllr Faulkner explained his view that the proposal to change the current single storey 
bungalow to a three storey property and raising the roof height 1.6 metres is an 
overdevelopment of the site, dominant, with a negative effect on residential amenity.  He 
stated that the drawings conflict each other especially regarding the double garage.  The 
height and size of the garage studio was noted and he would request a condition on its use.
He noted that there is no current vehicular access used at the exit site of the proposed 
drive.  This is a narrow part of Higher Street and adjacent to the cottages which obstruct 
visibility.
Cllr Faulkner left the room.
Cllr Unitt described the application in detail.  He noted that the height of the roof is 
increased by 1.6 metres in one part and the roof line is also reduced on one side.  The 
application was discussed by the meeting.
No objection subject to conditions or changes to deal with the following issues (resolution 
proposed Cllr Perry, seconded Cllr Robinson, Cllrs Tucker and Unitt abstained) 
 The hazardous exit point for the proposed new driveway: 

Although there is a gate at this point it is not used for regular vehicular access.  It was 
agreed that vehicles entering at this narrow point is hazardous because the visibility of 
drivers is blocked by the neighbouring cottages.  

 Flood risk, surface water, and sewage management:  
More information is required about surface water and sewage management.  The 
proposal would increase hard standing.  Landfast is in a high location with properties 
below.  The meeting was advised there has been an incident with flooding of water and 
sewage involving neighbouring Creeks Landing in the past and that because Landfast 
receives the water run-off from the fields above this area was not built on historically.  
The incident with Creeks Landing involved the septic tank overflowing, and the retaining
wall collapsed and has only recently been rebuilt.  

 That the garage/studio may not be used for commercial purposes and must remain 
ancilliary.

Cllr Faulkner returned to the meeting.

106/15 Strategic Planning Matters
106/15.1 Purchase of The Level Car Park

Item 10.1 was moved forward because of its importance and in consideration of 
Parishioners present to comment on it.

Cllr Perry commented on revised the draft contract which DPC received from SHDC last 
week.  He confirmed that the changes requested by DPC have been included however he 
would suggest they are structured differently to achieve increased clarity and to bring 
forward key points, such as minimum buy-back price.  He commented that inclusion of 
other issues such as excluding permitted development and compulsory acquisition by a 
utility from the overage provisions would improve the contract.  It was agreed that Cllrs 
Faulkner and Perry, and the Clerk would meet as soon as possible with the Parish Council's 
solicitor at Wollen-Michelmore to consider the contract in more detail.  They will then 
respond to SHDC with any suggested changes to the draft contract.  

DPC will work to finalise the purchase as soon as possible.  There is substantial work to be 
completed to establish a pay and display car park by the beginning of the 2016 tourism 
season.



DPC has received an offer from a private individual for an interest free loan which would 
fund any shortfall in funding the purchase of The Level Car Park and replace the planned 
loan from the Public Works Loan Board.  The annual loan repayments would be comparable 
but the re-payment term would be halved.  Councillors noted that the formal agreement for
such a loan would need to consider default protection, be binding on heirs and successors 
and protect the PC in the event of bankruptcy.
It was resolved to accept the offer in principle subject to legal advice (resolution proposed 
Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr Robinson)

Mr Wells reported on progress with raising donations to support the purchase of The Level 
Car Park.  He was pleased to report that he is aware of £7,300 donations confirmed to date 
and hopes to raise over £10,000.  

107/15 Communication from South Hams District Council/DCC in relation to planning/tree
applications.
107/15.1 18/1533/15/F & 18/1534/15/LB   Bruckton Linhay, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 
0HW.  Householder application & listed building consent for proposed alterations and 
extension.  Conditional approval.

107/15.2 18/1286/15/LB  Quick's Cottage, Lower Street, Dittisham TQ6 0HY,  Listed 
Building consent for re-thatching of roof.  Conditional approval.

108/15 Reports from Councillors with Specific Responsibilities / External Forums

108/15.1 Vacancy for a Councillor on the Ham Car Park / The Level Car Park 
Working Party
It was agreed Councillor Perry will fill this vacancy.
108/15.2 Ham Events
The final arrangements regarding Outdoor Swimming Society event on 5&6 September 
2015 were discussed.  Councillors will place cones and will monitor and report to assist with
planning any future event.
It was resolved to accept the request from a Parishioner to book The Ham for a wedding 
reception on Saturday 16 July 2016 with the fees and terms and conditions to be as in the 
approved PC documents.

108/15.3 Health Services Dartmouth Medical Steering Group meeting 
Cllr Unitt reported on the Group's work.  The goal is to create centralised delivery of health 
services from Townstal with an increased focus on promoting wellness, community 
involvement and integration.  This is consistent with the direction of health service delivery 
nationally and has widespread support, with the possible exception of those resident in 
Dartmouth who would need to travel to Townstal.
108/15.4  SHDC Town and Parish Event on Monday 27 July 2015  
Cllr Unitt reported that this was a very good and informative event and he would 
recommend future events to Councillors.  
SHDC's service delivery process has been restructured.  It is now most effective to 
approach SHDC via customer services.  SHDC will refer the issue internally and respond.  
SHDC has appointed Locality Officers Officers who are its 'eyes and ears' and Engagement 
Officers who cover a larger area.
Cllr Tucker reported that at present the customer services email is working well 
[customer.services@southhams.gov.uk] and that the capacity of phone contact is being 
expanded and there may be issues at present [01803 86 1234].
108/15.5 Tree Officers
Cllr Faulkner noted that the PC is aware that some works will be required to the North Ham 
area and suggested the next step it to obtain a survey of its trees.  This is a substantial 
area and a formal survey is required.  The area was reviewed by tree officers in the spring 
and although no immediate work was necessary some work is anticipated in addition to the 
sycamore and two cherries discussed by the PC.  It was resolved that the Clerk would 
obtain three quotes and obtain a tree survey of the north Ham area.  
108/15.6 Ham Maintenance
Cllrs Coxon, Robinson and Perry undertook to start considering the work needed to 
playground The Ham.  The scope and structure of the project was not decided.
108/15.7 Updating the Village Guide 
This item was deferred to the October meeting.



109/15 Parish Maintenance
109/15.1 Adoption of BT Phone Boxes on Manor Street and in Capton.
This item was deferred to the October meeting.

110/15 Strategic Planning Matters
110/15.1 Preparation of a Neighbourhood / Community Plan.
Cllrs Harris-Evans, Coxon and Perry undertook to make and initial examination of this 
question and report back to the PC.

111/15 Financial Matters.
111/15.1 Consider approval of current income/expenditure statement
It was resolved to approve the statement which shows a balance of £69,935 and an 
available balance of £14,935.
111/15.2 SHDC Locality Fund grant for playground equipment
It was resolved to approve the special motion proposed by Cllrs Faulkner, Harris-Evans 
and Unitt to change a resolution made by the Parish Council meeting in June to apply for a 
£400 SHDC Locality Fund grant in 2015/16, such that that DPC would defer applying until 
April 2016 at which time £800 will be requested.
111/15.3 Consider payment of Clerk's Expenses invoice CE12
It was resolved to approve payment of the invoice.

112/15 Correspondence since the previous meeting.

112/15.1  The following correspondence was considered:
112/15.1.2 Free Home Safety Assessments, Devon Somerset Fire Service 
112/15.1.3 Devon Minerals Plan consultation, DCC, closes 16th November 2015 
112/15.1.4 Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation on draft Gambling Statement of 

Principles, SHDC, consultation closes 23 October 2015
112/15.1.5 Recycle Devon 'junk' mail resources, DCC, 27/8/15
112/15.1.6 Devon Highways, 7/7/15, Parish and Town Council Conferences (East and 

the West of the County), Wednesday 14 and Wednesday 21 October.
112/15.2  The following correspondence was noted:
112/15.2.1 Mindline Helpline, 0300 330 5464, 8pm-11pm Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  www.mindline.org

113/15 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council
It was confirmed that the next full meeting of the Parish Council would take place on  7
October 2015 at 7:30 pm.in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9:44 pm.

Action By Whom When
Planning application comments to SHDC Clerk 8 September 2015
Level Car Park Contract - Wollen-Michelmore to
review, initial meeting required.

Clerk/Faulkner/Perry ASAP

Level  Car  Park  Contract  -  communicate  pro-
posed changes with SHDC

Clerk/Faulkner/Perry ASAP

Respond to individual regarding LCP loan offer Clerk ASAP
Legal advice regarding LCP loan offer Clerk Not specified
Confirm The Ham booking 16/7/16 Clerk asap
North Ham Tree Survey - three quotes & survey Clerk Next meeting
Neighbourhood/Community Plan initial research
and report to PC

Cllrs  Harris-Evans,
Coxon and Perry

Not specified

The Ham Playground Cllrs  Coxon,  Robinson
and Perry

Not specified

BT Phone Boxes on Manor Street and in Capton Cllr Coxon & Bond Deferred to next meeting
Village Guide Deferred to next meeting
SHDC Locality Fund grant application for £800
for playground

Clerk April 2016
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