
DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

Approved Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village
Hall, on Wednesday 1 April 2015 at 7.36 pm following the Annual Parish Meeting.

Present: Cllrs M Faulkner (Chairman), Cllr S Stothart, Cllr R Bond, Cllr D Harris-Evans, Cllr A
Stevens, Cllr J Tucker, Cllr P Unitt, Cllr K Wotton and A Thom (Clerk).

County Cllr Hawkins 

Nine members of the public were present.

36/15Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr C Fraenkel.

37/15Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
Cllr Tucker foreshadowed a possible disclosable pecuniary interest in Item 5.1 (Dittisham
Community Land Trust).  Cllr Faulkner declared a personal interest in Item 6.2 
(Spindlewood planning application).

38/15Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 March 2015.
It was resolved to approve the Minutes.

39/15Public issues
39/15.1 Dittisham Sailing Club's proposed footpath improvement works
The detail of works proposed to improve the safety of the footpath ramp access to the
beach near The Ham Car Park was discussed.  In addition to the works described in the
letter from DSC it was agreed to ask that small level areas are made at the top of the
ramp (the  end of  the  level  path  from The  Ham Car  Park  is  currently  hollowed  out
between rocks) and at the bottom of the ramp where it will join the beach, and that the
surface of the ramp includes transverse ribs to prevent slipping.  The Clerk was also
asked to thank to Dittisham Sailing Club's members for their work to improve the path.
Action Item: Clerk to respond to DSC.

39/15.2 Removal  of  three  cherry  trees  from land between Ham Car  Park  &
residences
It was resolved to agree to a request from a Parishioner for these trees to be removed
at  the  Parishioner's  expense  subject  to  the  approval  of  neighbours.   The  issue  of
replanting and of overall maintenance of the land around and uphill from this drainage
ditch was discussed and it was agreed that this would be revisited by the new PC after
the elections in May. 

40/15Community Reports

40/15.2 Dittisham Community Land Trust 
Hastoe Housing Association will meet with South Hams District Council to state its 
involvement and have a preplanning discussion.  Further action will follow on from the 
meeting.

40/15.2 Devon County Councillor
County Cllr Hawkins thanked Councillors for their help over the past four years or more.

40/15.3 South Hams District Council Councillor
District Cllr Tucker reported that SHDC has received two awards: as runner up Council of
the Year and for 'delivering through efficiency'.  SHDC's management team has been 
reduced from ten people to five.  Annual savings of £3.37 million will be achieved by 
2017.  Cllr Tucker thanked the Councillors for their support over the past four years.
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41/15Planning applications

41/15.1 18/0478/15/F  Agricultural Building at SX832 529, Newlands 
Farm, Blackawton.  Retrospective application for extension to agricultural 
building for chickens.
Local residents have reported that light reflects in a metallic manner inconsistent with 
the expected timber cladding.  No Objection subject to conduct of a review of the 
cladding which has been used, conduct of an ecological survey, and a review of the effect
of the much larger building on the efficiency of the wind turbine (resolution proposed 
Cllr Unitt, seconded Cllr Stevens, Cllr Harris Evans asked for his objection to be minuted,
Cllr Tucker abstained).

41/15.2 18/0672/15/F  Spindlewood, Higher Street, Dittisham, Dartmouth,
TQ6 0HT. Householder application for modifications to balcony.
Cllr Faulkner left the room during the discussion of this application.
The plans are not consistent with each other and the Parish Council was not comfortable 
responding to the proposal as presented.  A balcony extending only to the front of the 
house appears to be shown in the 'Block Plan'.  Most plans show a balcony which extends
beyond the eastern side of the house to the wall of the neighbouring property.  The 
Parish Council considers this would lead to unacceptable effects on residential amenity 
with loss of privacy (including into a bedroom) and overlooking.  No Objection only if the 
proposal is for a balcony only at the front of the house and provided that a 1.8 metre 
screen is erected at the eastern end of the balcony(resolution proposed Cllr Unitt, 
seconded Cllr Harris-Evans, Cllr Tucker abstained).  
Cllr Faulkner returned to the room.

42/15 Parish Maintenance

42/15.2 Response to Devon County Council's service reduction
The PC resolved to be a signatory to a devolution of services letter to be sent by 
Blackawton, Cornworthy and Dittisham Parish Councils to neighbouring parishes with the
aim of coordinating local responses to service reduction with the content edited: 
removing SHDC which has not reduced service delivery, referencing Blackawton specific 
actions where appropriate and noting that a Road Warden has now been proposed by 
DCC.

43/15Strategic Planning Matters
43/15.1 Level Car Park
The draft purchase contract prepared by SHDC and the advice to obtain a further 
valuation which takes into account the impact of the usage, overage and pre-emption 
provisions and the large right of way on the value of the land were considered.  The PC 
has received informal advice and consistent advice from its lawyer that a valuation 
taking into account the effect of these issues is necessary.  A quote of £900, including 
the VAT which the PC will not be able to reclaim, has been obtained from Bettesworths 
which has car park valuation experience.  It was resolved to request the valuation 
(proposed Cllr Unitt, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans, Cllr Tucker abstained).
43/15.2 Changes to Provision of Local Health Services 
It was agreed to defer the nomination of a Parish Council representative on the 
Dartmouth Steering Group until the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council: after Parish 
Council elections in May 2015.
43/15.3 Revised Dittisham Parish Council Procedures
Revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations based on the new National 
Association of Local Councils templates have been prepared by the Clerk in co-operation 
with Cllr Faulkner and Cllr Stothart.  The DPC Complaints Procedure has been updated to
reflect new contact details.  These documents were circulated prior to the meeting.  It 
was resolved to adopt the three documents (resolution proposed Cllr Tucker, seconded 
Cllr Harris-Evans).
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44/15Financial Matters

44/15.1 Consider approval of current income/expenditure statement
It was resolved to approve the statement which showed an available balance of 
£23,083 and a total balance of £62,083.  
44/15.2 Consider approval of Clerk's Expenses CE10
It was resolved to approve the office expenses which total £66.80.

44/15.3 Consider Clerk's overtime invoice for work on the procedures 
project
It was resolved to approve the overtime invoice.

45/15Correspondence received since the previous meeting

The following correspondence was noted:
45/15.1 National Plant Monitoring Scheme call for volunteers 
http://www.npms.org.uk/
45/15.2 South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau, 23/3/15, Thanks for the donation to 
help respond to the high demand for services
45/15.3 2/2/14, Copy of letter of objection to Hatchlands Farm Wind Turbine, 
Harberton, TQ9 7LR

46/15Date of the next meetings of Dittisham Parish Council

It was confirmed that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 
Wednesday 13 May 2015 at 7:00 pm.  The ordinary meeting of Dittisham Parish 
Council will follow at 7:30 pm.

The next Parish Council meeting is one week late because of the 
elections on 7 May 2015.

3

http://www.npms.org.uk/

	44/15 Financial Matters

