DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

Draft Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village Hall,
on Wednesday 5 November 2014 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Clirs M Faulkner (Chairman), Clir S Stothart, Clir R Bond, Clir C Fraenkel, Clir D Harris-
Evans, Clir A Stevens, Clir J Tucker, Clir P Unitt, Clir K Wotton, and A Thom (Clerk).

33 members of the public were present.

120/14 Apologies
None received.

121/14 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
Clir Wotton declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Item 6.1 (Downton Cross Wind
Turbine Consultation).

122/14 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 October 2014
It was resolved to approve the minutes.
123/14 Public issues.

123/14.1 Noise on Sundays: Clay pigeon shooting
Concerns are raised about the noise and safety.
Action Item: Clerk to follow up with the landowner and with SHDC if required.

123/14.2 Old Gaffers Association: request: use of The Ham and Car Park for 2015

event
The request is described in a letter circulated prior to the meeting and is comparable to the
event held in 2014. It was resolved to agree to this request.

123/14.3 Sportsman’s Intersection update & consider writing to MP

It was resolved that the Clerk will write to Dr Sara Wollaston MP to raise this issue as
suggested by County Cllr Hawkins

Action Item: Clerk to write to Dr Sara Wollaston MP.

123/14.4 Shute Hill vegetation

Concerns were raised that this area has become overgrown and slippery. It was noted that
the vegetation is coming out of residential property.

Action Item: Clerk to write to Marchand Pettit for contact details and write to owner.

123/14.5 Capton Cross intersection

Concerns were raised that visibility to see traffic coming from the direction of Dittisham
when entering the main road is very poor.

Action: Clerk to write to DCC.

124/14 Community Reports
124/14.1 DCLT - update on affordable housing project
No progress to report.

124/14.2 Devon County Councillor
Deferred in the absence of County Clir Hawkins.

124/14.3 South Hams District Council Councillor
Clir Tucker has been in discussion with the Police and Crime Commissioner about alcohol
related violence. Town and Parish Fund grant bids are due by the end of December.

125/14 Planning/tree applications
Clir Wotton left the meeting and did not return.

Cllr Unitt described each application before the views of the members of the public were
heard. Each proposal was considered separately.

Page 1 of 5




125/14.1 Downton Cross Wind Turbine Consultation

The applicant commented on the proposal and its importance to supplement farming
income. The meeting heard objections heard from the public about the size, effect on the
character of the landscape, proximity to houses and noise. The proposed turbine is located
near the peak of a hill and the view was heard that it is inappropriately large. The Parish
Council also heard concerns from the meeting about industrialisation of the landscape and
the effect on the tourist economy. The Parish Council heard objections from residents of
neighbouring properties and nearby Bozomzeal that the increased noise will be intrusive.
This experience was described to the meeting by Parish residents living near a wind turbine
in Capton.

The turbine would be widely visible: including from the River Dart, Kingswear, Dartmouth
and public footpaths. It is located near an AONB. There are concerns about the
cumulative effect on the landscape of multiple turbines in a small geographical area. The
proposed turbine is located in an area with a very low background noise level.

It was resolved to respond objecting to the proposal on the basis of inappropriate size and
effect on the landscape, proximity to the AONB, visibility from footpaths and noise
(proposed Clir Unitt, seconded ClIr Fraenkel, Clir Tucker abstained).

125/14.2 Capton Wind Turbine Consultation

The proposed turbine is located near the peak of a hill and would be widely visible:
including from Torbay, across the valley to Cornworthy and public footpaths. There are
concerns about the cumulative effect on the landscape of multiple turbines in a small
geographical area. The proposed turbine is located in an area with a very low background
noise level with the exception of an existing turbine on the other side of the hamlet. The
Parish Council heard objections from residents that the increased noise from the existing
turbine is intrusive and that this would be compounded if a second was constructed on the
other side of the hamlet. Concerns are raised about a cluster effect on the rural hamlet.
The meeting noted that the location of the proposed turbine is ‘in the middle of nowhere’
and questioned how access to the national grid would be achieved.

It was resolved to respond objecting to the proposal on the basis of noise, cluster effect
and visibility (proposed ClIr Fraenkel, seconded Clir Unitt, Cllr Tucker abstained).

125/14.3 West Norton Farm Wind Turbine Consultation

The proposed turbines are large, located high on the landscape and would be widely visible
with a negative visual impact. There are concerns about the cumulative effect on the
landscape of concentration of multiple turbines in a small geographical area. The proposed
turbines would be located next to a dangerous stretch of road. The meeting heard that
they would be straight in front of drivers and create a visual hazard. The Parish Council
resolved to object to the proposal on the basis that it is dangerous, has a negative visual
impact on the landscape, concentration and size of turbines, and in addition that it
considers the extent of community consultation and amount of information in each of the
three public consultations inadequate (proposed Clir Fraenkel, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans,
Cllr Tucker abstained).

125/14.4 18/2560/14/F Ground Floor Flat, 2 Meadow Cottages, The Level, Dittisham,
Dartmouth, TQ6 OEU Householder application for proposed single-storey extensions to side
and rear

A member of the public stated the proposed bedroom 1 would be sited directly over the
sewage chamber to which Meadow Cottages and houses above them on The Level drain. If
built it would remove access to the chamber. The Parish Council was advised access has
been needed to unblock drainage in recent times. One of the residents from a home sited
on The Level above the applicant attended the meeting to object to the proposed
construction blocking access to the communal sewage chamber in particular. They also
supported the other objections to the proposal. The residents of neighbouring No 1 and No
3 Meadow Cottages explained their objections to the planning application in particular that
the high open decking would lead to loss of privacy, being overlooked at considerable
height, increased noise from the open decking and loss of light.
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Objection (resolution proposed Clir Unitt, seconded Clir Harris-Evans, Clir Tucker
abstained) on the basis that the high rear decking creates unacceptable issues of loss of
privacy and overlooking with the neighbouring properties, and the proposed construction
extends beyond the current accepted building line of the row of terraces. Concerns are
also raised about loss of access to the communal sewage.

125/14.4 18/2561/14/F The Platt, The Lane, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 OHB
Householder application for creation of disabled access by removing section of hedge,
forming ramp and erection of gate

Clir Tucker declared a personal interest as a trustee of Shinner's Meadow.

A member of the public observed that there is existing disabled access to The Platt via a
lane to which Councillors agreed. Therefore there is no need to create disabled access.
The member of the public stated that the stone stile is very special and the proposal would
be an ‘act of vandalism’. Concerns were raised by Clirs that the drawings are misleading
with insufficient detail. Parish Councillors have conducted a site visit and consider that the
area the applicant proposes to remove is a stone wall not a hedge. Clir Tucker has
confirmed that the area of *hedge’ which the applicant wishes to remove is on the title of
Shinner’s Meadow. The Parish Council has been advised that the land on the river side of
the stile is owned by the Church of England and this is recorded in the Church’s
documentation. Access to this path does not create meaningful disabled access. The stile
adjoining this section of ‘hedge’ is a historic feature highly valued by the community and it
is located in the setting of a Conservation Area.

Objection (resolution proposed Clir Unitt, seconded Clir Harris-Evans, Cllr Tucker
abstained)

125/14.5 18/2469/14/F Lavenders, Riverside Road, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 OHS
Householder application for extensions and alterations to dwelling.

D0 objection
No objection (resolution propgsed Clir Bond, sec&@_&lr Stevsns) \w\ Ahe_do0u QO%/
L4

CANG. T o oA ANG
125/14 6 18/2471/14/F Deveropment site at SX 8613 5%5 to the north of Hill
Cottage, Dittisham, Dartmouth Erection of new dwelling
No objection (resolution proposed ClIr Harris-Evans, seconded Clir Stevens). However the
Parish Council notes the potential for issues with overlooking and privacy in relation to the
neighbouring property’s patio and windows. It will draw this issue to the Planning
Authorities attention and requests that the necessary measures are taken.

125/14.8 18/2658/14/F Woodwater, 1 Riverside Drive, Dittisham, TQ6 OHS
Householder application for alterations and extension to dwelling, erection of ancillary unit
to rear, extension to garage and new home office/studio in garden.

This item was deferred to an extraordinary meeting in view of the lateness of the hour.

126/14. Communication from South Hams District Council/DCC in relation to
planning /tree applications.

The following communications were noted.

126/14.1 18/2035/14/F Langscott, Lower Street, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 OHY
Householder application for alterations to dwelling. Conditional approval.

126/14.2 18-2070-14-F Hill Cottage, Dittisham, Dartmouth TQ6 OHR Householder
application for erection of conservatory together with loft conversion and dormer windows
to rear elevation. Glazed link to studio. Alterations to windows and doors. Associated
landscaping Conditional approval.

126/14.3 90308 2/A Dittisham Recycling, Lapthorne Cross, Dittisham, Dartmouth,
TQ6 OHP Variation of condition 3 of application 18/1633/09/CM to vary operational
requirements (b), (c), and (d) in respect of the screener and crusher at Dittisham
Recycling, Lapthorne Cross, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 OHP Granted

126/14.4 16/10/14, SHDC letter and pamphlet: Local Homes for Local People
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127/14. Reports from Councillors with specific responsibilities/Working Parties

127/14.1 Ham Events Working Party

The request to book an 0SS event in 2015 over the first weekend of September 2015 was
revisited following a special motion from Cllrs Faulkner, Stothart and Unitt. The meeting
heard a summary statement from a member of OSS present at the meeting. It was
resolved to accept a booking for OSS to have a two day event on the first weekend of
September 2015. The PC agreed to ask OSS to plan for wet weather - in particular
potential problems on The Ham (as it is level and becomes marshy) and parking and
removing large numbers of vehicles on a muddy field

127/14.2 West Dart Bus Committee Parish Council representative
Clir Bond was selected to represent the Parish Council. He replaces Clir Stothart who has
become Treasurer and is not permitted by the Bus’s Standing Orders to have both roles.

SO Fraemketfeft-the-reeting. %5
128/14 Parish Maintenance
128/14.1 Village Hall Maintenance
It was resolved that Clir Faulkner will raise issues with maintenance of the Hall's retaining
wall (removal of vegetation), ongoing water damage to the Hall, and a problem with

outside drainage pipes with the Village Hall Management Committee as the Parish Council’s
representative on the Committee.

129/14 Strategic Planning Matters
129/14.1 Level Car Park
It was resolved that the Parish Council will recommend to the Parish the purchase of the
Level Car Park from SHDC for the sum of £160,000 and a Public meeting is to be held to
discuss the proposal (proposed Clir Stothart, seconded Clir Unitt, Clir Tucker abstained).
Clir Harris-Evans dissented stating that the Parish Council should walk away because SHDC
haven't negotiated.

129/14.2 Red Lion Inn
It was resolved that the required insurance documentation will be obtained via the
business’s solicitors.

130/14 Financial Matters.

130/14.1 Current income/expenditure statement
It was resolved to approve the statement which showed a balance of £63,355 and an
available balance of £34,355. N

130/14.2 Consider renewal of CaleBriparc maintenance agreement
It was resolved to approve renewal of the agreement. The fee of £708.36 represents a
marginal increase.

130/14.3 Ham Car Park Banking - Update for information.
The change of procedure to bank takings directly into the PC's NatWest account has taken
place without any problems.

130/14.4 Consider authorisation of Clerk’s expenses
It was resolved to approve the expenses presented of £125.54.

131/14 Correspondence since the previous meeting.

The following correspondence was considered:
131/14.1 DCC, 3/10/14, Proposed cuts for 15/16 Highways service, consultation closes
5/12/14

Action Item: Clerk to submit a response on behalf of DPC.

131/14.2 DCC, 9/10/14, Proposals for budget savings for 2015/16 in Waste
Management, Consultation closes 19 November 2014
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131/14.3 SHDC, 10/10/14, Youth Engagement Working Group proposals, Invitation,
Thursday 27 November 7pm - 9pm in Follaton House to discuss the ideas to co-ordinate
youth services.

131/14.4 SHDC, Supercluster meeting: 6.30pm Wednesday, 26 November 2014,
Follaton House

131/14.5 DTC, 29/10/14, Ivy Lane Youth Centre mini-bus consultation meeting on
25/11/14, 6pm

The following correspondence was noted:
131/14.6 Devon Countryside Access Forum, 6/10/14, National Annual Report 2012/13

131/14.7 SHDC, 13/10/14, Dog Warden Autumn letter
131/14.8 SHDC, 16/10/14, Local Homes for Local People: A brief guide to housing

131/14.9 SHDC, 20/10/14, Change to cardboard recycling: in blue bags or folded next
to them

131/14.10 Dittisham Sailing Club, 24/10/14, Copy of letter to Outdoor Swimming
Society

131/14.11 SHDC, 24/10/14 SHDC Level Car Park final counter offer
131/14:12 Totnes Ring & Ride, 14/10/14, Donation request

The following correspondence was sent:
131/14.13 Neighbourhood Highway Manager, DCC, 8/10/14, Dangerous Intersection at
Hemborough Post

131/14.14 Cabinet member Highways, DCC, 10/10/14, Dangerous Intersection at
Hemborough Post

131/1415 Chancellor of the Exchequer, 16/10/14, South West Peninsula Resilience
Campaign

131/14.16 Secretary of State for Transport, 16/10/14, South West Peninsula Resilience
Campaign

131/14.17 DCC, 23/10/14, Safety barrier between Higher Street and Shute Lane,
replacement of 'Dittisham' sign entering the village from Cornworthy direction, Stone wall
between entrance to The Level and road past the Red Lion Inn.

Action Item: Clerk to write to the property owners which are contracting work from the
builders which damaged the 'Dittisham’ sign to request funds for refurbishment and
replacement of the sign.

132/14 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council

It was confirmed that the next full meeting of the Parish Council would take place on
Wednesday 3 December 2014 at 7.30 p.m in the Village Hall.

MM Joz

Page 5 of 5




