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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

 
Approved Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham 

Village Hall, on Wednesday 4 June 2014 at 7.30 p.m. 

Present: Cllrs M Faulkner (Chairman), Cllr S Stothart, Cllr R Bond, Cllr C Fraenkel, Cllr 
A Stevens, Cllr J Tucker, Cllr P Unitt, Cllr K Wotton and A Thom (Clerk). 

County Cllr Hawkins  

No members of the public were present. 

66/14 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr D Harris-Evans. 

67/14 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

None declared. 

68/14 Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 May 2014. 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council. 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish 

Council. 

69/14 Public issues 

69/14.1 Inclusion of Dittisham in the NT Guidebook as an access 
point to Greenway 

It was resolved to continue with the planned trial requesting that the National 
Trust list Dittisham as an access point to Greenway on the National Trust 
website (MN32/14.3), because experience of the effect of this listing in 2014 is 

needed to make a decision about requesting less responsive listing in the 
Handbook. 

69/14.2 Newlands Farm Wind Turbine 
It was reported that four households have expressed concerns about 
unexpectedly high and intrusive noise levels from gearing on still days and about 

breach of condition 8 regarding cut-in speed modification due to bat activity. 
It was resolved (Cllr Tucker abstained) that the Parish Council would write to 

SHDC requesting clarification and enforcement of condition 8 of the relevant 
planning approval. 

69/14.3 Ham Triangle 

It was agreed that the ropes and their posts can now be removed.   
Action Item: Cllr Stevens will remove Ham Triangle ropes and posts. 

70/14 Community Reports 

70/14.1 Police 
The PC has been advised that Dartmouth Police will no longer be sending out 

monthly crime reports or attending monthly meetings.  In future crimes of note 
will be posted on Facebook and Twitter, and spates of more serious crime will be 

reported to the relevant Parish Council.   
It was resolved that the Clerk will write to Cllr Tucker asking that he raise this 
issue when he meets with Inspector Tomlison next week as follows:  DPC does 

not consider that Facebook and Twitter are an appropriate method of 
communicating to the Parish.  It is requested that the provision of a report be 
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continued.  DPC would also like clarification of what types of issues would be 
considered ‘crimes of note’ and reported on social networks, and what issues 

would be considered ‘more serious crime’ and be notified to the Parish Council. 
Action Item: Clerk to write to Cllr Tucker requesting he intervene with Inspector 

Tomlison on DPC’s behalf. 

70/14.2 Dittisham Community Land Trust  
A newsletter has been e-mailed to supporter members.  DCLT has attended a 

preliminary pre-planning meeting with SHDC.  Two members of DCLT are going 
to London to meet with the National CLT, a Planning Minister and Dr Sarah 

Wollaston MP.  DCLT’s lawyer is still reviewing the Allocation Policy and has 
asked for more detail about members. 

70/14.3 Devon County Councillor 

A walk around the Parish with the DPC Chairman and Clerk to identify Highways 
issues has been followed up and is an effective way to raise issues of concern to 

the Parish.  A further walk around in the Autumn is suggested.  DCC Highways 
staff have not identified an obstruction to address in Capton. 
Further meetings have been held about the future of the Dartmouth Library and 

County Cllr Croad returned to Dartmouth to discuss the issue two weeks ago.  
He met with trustees and representatives of Dartmouth Town Council (DTC).  

Cllr Hawkins is optimistic that one full time staff member will be retained and 
that the library will be classified as an Area Centre.   

DCC’s Youth Centre consultation has closed.  A positive meeting was held by 
Nick Hindmarsh (Principal, Dartmouth Academy) with DCC, Fr Will Hazelwood, 
DTC, and Youth Workers.  Employment of a full time youth worker in Dartmouth 

will be funded by a Dartmouth charity.  The future of the Ivy Lane Youth Centre 
is not known.   

70/14.4 South Hams District Council Councillor 
SHDC has rejected DPC’s Locality Fund application to fund weed spraying 
because this service was provided by SHDC historically.  It was suggested that a 

bid be made to fund clearance of the ditch between The Ham and Lod Cottage.  
Drainage pipes are nearly blocked by silt and gravel carried down by storm 

water run off.  Cllr Tucker attended the Community and Voluntary Services 
quarterly forum and reported that the group is growing in size and strength.  
The Awards for All Lottery Fund grant has funding for projects of between 

£10,000 and £30,000. 
Action Item: Clerk to submit locality Fund Application for clearance of storm 

water silt from The Ham / Lod Cottage ditch. 

71/14 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County 
Council in relation to planning/tree applications 

71/14.1 SHDC ‘Our Plan’ workshop  
Cllr Unitt reported on this workshop which he attended on behalf of DPC.  SHDC 

is developing a new plan for the South Hams which will be consistent with 
Government legislation (the National Planning Policy Framework).  There is a 
timetable covering each stage of the consultation.  The first stage closes 20 June 

2014.   
Action Item:  Clerk to send the internet link to access the ‘Our Plan’ consultation. 

71/14.2 SHDC twelve month trial of allowing a nominated town or parish 
councillor to speak on a planning application within their town or parish. 
This trial has commenced. 
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71/14.3 18/0414/14/F & 18/0415/14/LB  25 Dittisham Court, Riverside 
Road, Dittisham, TQ6 0HS  Householder application & Listed building consent for 

demolition of conservatory and construction of single-storey extension and 
porch.  Conditional approval 

71/14.4 18/0959/14/MIN  Manor Cottage, Manor Street, Dittisham, 
Dartmouth, TQ6 0EX  Non-material minor amendment to planning approval 
18/2859/13/F.  Conditional approval 

72/14 Reports from Councillors with specific responsibilities/Working 
Parties 

72/14.4 Ham Maintenance Working Party 
DPC discussed its response to the Allianz Insurance inspection on 21 May 
identifying two ‘A’ issues (with a cradle seat and the fireman’s chain) which 

require rectification within three and one month respectively.  The fireman’s 
chain has since fallen.  SHDC have provided a quote to replace the cradle seat 

support beam.   
Action Items:  Cllr Tucker will follow-up concerns about assessments received 
from SHDC.  It was agreed that Cllr Stevens will remove the fireman’s chain and 

the cradle seat swing as an interim safety measure. 

Cllr Stevens has now power washed all of the bench seats on and around The 

Ham. 

73/14 Parish Maintenance 

73/14.1 Manor St Signage 
DPC’s approach to the signage at the bottom of Manor St and its response to e-
mails and discussion with the Managing Director of Greenway Ferry were 

discussed.   
Action Item:  Clerk to arrange a meeting between representatives of Greenway 

Ferry and DPC. 

74/14  Strategic Planning Matters 

74/14.1 Level Car Park 

No response has been received to DPC’s correspondence of 22 May 2014.  Cllr 
Tucker will follow up with SHDC on DPC’s behalf. 

75/14 Financial Matters 

75/14.1 Consider approval of current income/expenditure statement 
The statement was approved (proposed Cllr Tucker, seconded Cllr Stothart).  It 

showed a balance of £47,175 and an available balance of £8,175. 

75/14.2  Consider annual Internal Audit Review and review of Risk 

Register  
It was resolved to approve the annual Internal Audit Review and review of the 
Risk Register (proposed Cllr Faulkner, seconded Cllr Fraenkel). 

75/14.3 Consider 2014/15 Parish Insurance Provider 
Two further quotes have been obtained for Parish Insurance following a 25% 

increase in the cost of the premium quoted by the current provider in May 2014.  
Although all insurers have been given the same information and the quotes are 
therefore comparable, the Clerk recommended that the assets register should be 

reviewed prior to finalising the insurance.  A one month extension charged pro-
rata has been obtained with the current insurer.  It was resolved to choose 
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insurance with Aviva (broker Aon) and the Clerk authorised to spend up to £500 
on a 12 month policy based on a revised asset register (proposed Cllr Unitt, 

seconded Cllr Stevens). 

75/14.4  Consider Play Area agreement with SHDC 2014/15 

The Clerk noted that the insurance provided via SHDC has been reduced to 
public liability only and the agreement has some rewording of the inspection 
conducted by SHDC.  It was resolved to renew the agreement. 

75/14.5 Consider approval of Accounting statements 2013/14 and 
Annual governance statement 2013/14 in the Annual Return 

It was resolved to approve the Accounting statements 2013/14 and Annual 
governance statement 2013/14 in the Annual Return. 

75/14.6 .gov.uk domain name and email accounts 

The Clerk was asked to consult with two local internet domain hosts prior to 
proceeding further. 

76/14 Correspondence received since the previous meeting 

Correspondence considered: 

11.1 23/5/14, Greenway Ferry’s response to DPC Manor St. Signage letter.  

See Item 73/14.1. 

Correspondence Sent 

11.2 23/5/14, Greenway Ferry re Manor St signs 
11.3 23/5/14, Dartmouth Steam Railway and Riverboat Company re Manor St 

signs 

Diary Dates 

11.4 Free Public Lecture at National Marine Aquarium – Where Has Our Beach 

Gone?, 5 June 2014, 7:00 for 7:30 start 

77/14 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

It was agreed that the next full meeting of the Parish Council would take place 
on Wednesday 2 July 2014 at 7.30 p.m in the Village Hall. 


