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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

 

Approved Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village Hall, 

on Wednesday 2 April 2014  

Present: Cllrs M Faulkner (Chairman), Cllr S Stothart, Cllr R Bond, Cllr C Fraenkel, Cllr A Stevens, Cllr J 

Tucker, Cllr P Unitt, Cllr K Wotton and A Thom (Clerk). 

County Cllr Hawkins  

2 members of the public were present. 

The meeting commenced at 8:02 p.m. following the Annual Parish Meeting. 

42/14 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Harris-Evans. 

43/14 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

None declared. 

44/14 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 March 2014. 

It was resolved to approve the Minutes. 

45/14 Public issues 

45/14.1  Bottle Bank on The Ham  

A member of the public objected to the possible removal of the bottle bank from The Ham.  It 

was explained that this will only occur if the trial of a bottle bank at lay-by opposite Foxenhole 

Farm is successful.  The Chairman explained that the Parish Council’s decision had been made 

at the previous meeting and it was not able to revisit the question for six months. 

46/14 Community Reports 

46/14.1 Police 

Item deferred as no report provided. 

46/14.2 DCLT  

It was reported that the proposed Allocation Policy has been sent by DCLT to a lawyer for 

review. 

46/14.3 Devon County Councillor 

County Cllr Hawkins reported that he and Cllr Tucker had met with a Devon County Council 

Highways representative on–site in the lay-by opposite Foxenhole Farm.  DCC Highways support 

of a trial locating a bottle bank on the site was confirmed.  Cllr Hawkins reported on the possible 

closure of the Dartmouth Youth Centre at the end of August.  A decision is to be made mid May.  

He noted there is very little provision for the youth in Dartmouth and a previous closure 12 

years ago was associated with an increase in antisocial behaviour.  The Dartmouth Library is 

also under threat with budget cuts.  The Ivy Lane Centre is relocating to Dartmouth Town 

Centre as is Dartmouth Caring.  Dartmouth Academy’s new building is opening for use after 

Easter.  The Academy’s new host will be announced soon.  DCC will fund one of two weed 

sprayings in the Parish in 2014-15 (SHDC has agreed to fund the second). 

46/14.4 South Hams District Council Councillor 

Cllr Tucker foreshadowed that DPC’s support of the important South Devon Rail link may be 

required in the future.  Flood schemes are providing some financial support to businesses which 

suffered flood related losses.  A 12 month pilot allowing Parish Councils to speak for three 

minutes at SHDC planning meetings will start in May.  South Hams house prices have now 

increased to 16.9 times the average salary. 

46/14.5  Eastern Cluster meeting Feedback 

Cllrs Faulkner and Unitt attended the meeting.  The bid for ongoing funding for a supplementary 

lengthsman service in Dittisham, Blackawton and Cornworthy Parishes was successful.  Cllr 

Tucker reported that the bid selection criteria and voting process will be amended for the 2015-

16 year to filter out some schemes and improve decision making. 
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47/14 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County Council in relation 

to planning/tree applications 

47/14.1 18/0315/14/MIN  The Hearth, Capton, Dartmouth, TQ6 0JE.  Non material 

amendment to planning consent 18/0270/07/F (window shape change). Conditional approval. 

48/14 Parish Maintenance 

 48/14.1 Weed-Spraying 

 SHDC and DCC have agreed to share the cost of Parish weed-spraying in 2014-15. 

Action Item: DPC Clerk to submit Locality Fund grant application to SHDC.  Blackawton Clerk to 

submit grant application to DCC. 

49/14 Strategic Planning Matters 

49/14.1 Level Car Park 

It was agreed that the management of the LCP and the Ham Car Park Permit agreement with 

DSC would be reviewed in September 2014.  These reviews will be considered by the October 

2014 Parish Council meeting.  Any proposal to change the agreement with DSC would need to 

be presented to the DSC AGM in November.  

The recommendations of the working party meeting were considered individually.  It was 

resolved to accept the following seven points (proposed Cllr Stothart, seconded Cllr Stevens, 

Cllr Tucker abstained). 

1. a)Both Level Car Park and Ham Car Park to be run in a similar manner.  This makes it 

easy for enforcement officer (see 5). 

b) exception: Sailing Club - DSC permits are only valid in Ham Car Park as they are issued 

for use with Sailing Club facilities. 

2. No spaces to be allocated purely for residential parking (free parking for residents through 

permits – see 4). 

3. No individual spaces to be sold, or otherwise reserved, for specific residents as it is illegal 

for Parish Councils to do this. 

4. a) Dittisham Sailing Club permits – change the date to show month and year but 

otherwise carry on as usual.  Only valid in Ham Car Park.  Sailing Club to be advised.  To 

be reviewed September as noted in 1. 

b) Residents permits – new colour going forward 

i) Issued on application – not automatically 

ii) Two free permits per resident household  

iii) One free permit per holiday/2nd home 

iv) Registration number to be printed on permit – nominated by applicant 

c) Weekly permits – same as currently run in principal - £20 (used by holiday makers in 

rentals).  Implementation and enforcement to be further investigated. 

5. Enforcement: SHDC to take this on. 

It is important that DPC request enforcement kept light for first couple of months during 

the changeover period. 

6. Pricing 

 a new ‘50p for half an hour’ band (mostly of benefit to the Ham) 

 additional ‘£1 for an hour’ band 

 both above subject to costs to implement changes to machine being manageable. 

7. Boundaries and space marking 

 To establish boundaries of permitted parking 

 Recommend establishing disabled space(s) perhaps in entrance (one side or the other) 

but subject to boundaries. 

It was resolved that the agreement between SHDC and DPC should be for three years, include 

a break clause and that enforcement be by SHDC (proposed Cllr Fraenkel, seconded Cllr Unitt). 

50/14 Financial Matters 

50/14.1 Consider approval of current income/expenditure statement 

It was resolved to approve the statement which showed a balance of £47,678 and an available 

balance of £16,678. 
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51/14 Correspondence received since the previous meeting 

The following correspondence was considered: 

51/14.1 SHDC Local Planning Validation Checklist Consultation, closes Friday 9th May 

2014. 

Cllr Tucker recommended consideration of this important document. 

51/14.2 16/3/14, Parishioner feedback: Foxenhole bottle bank 

51/14.3 24/3/14, Parishioner feedback: Level Car Park 

51/14.4 22/3/14, Parishioner feedback: Level Car Park 

The following correspondence was noted: 

51/14.5 National Trust Greenway opening hours community consultation, Dittisham 

Village Hall, 1 April 2014 

51/14.6 17/3/14, Totnes and Dartmouth Ring And Ride, Thank-you for donation 

51/14.7 20/3/14, South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau seeks new Trustees 

51/14.8 Draft Harberton Neighbourhood Plan: 

Harberton church (24 March -30 March), Harbertonford church (31 March - 6 April), public 

meeting (Harbertonford Village Hall on 24 April at 7 pm). 

51/14.9 20/3/14, New Water Supply - April Cottage, The Level 

The following correspondence was sent: 

51/14.10 31 March 2014, Dittisham Sailing Club 

52/14 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

It was agreed that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council would take place at 7:00 pm 

on Wednesday 7 May 2014 in the Village Hall to be followed by the ordinary meeting of the 

the Parish Council at 7:30 pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 9:25 pm. 


