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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

 
DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham 
Village Hall, on Wednesday 1 May 2013 at 7.30 p.m. 

Present: Cllr M Faulkner (Chair), Cllr S Stothart, Cllr A Stevens, Cllr J Tucker, Cllr C 
Fraenkel, Cllr Harris-Evans and Cllr P Unitt. 

2 members of the public were present. 

57/13 Apologies 
 Apologies were received from County Cllr Hawkins and Cllr Wotton. 

58/13 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
Cllr Stevens declared a personal interest in Item 4.2 and Cllr Tucker declared an 
interest in Item 5.2.  

59/13 Minutes of the Meetings of the Parish Council held on 3 April and 10 April 
2013. 
It was resolved to approve the Minutes of both of the above meetings. 

60/13 Public issues 

60/13.1 Dittisham CLT: update on housing project 
The update was provided by Will Froude.  Cllr Walker was thanked for his 
involvement in the recent Public Meeting, as were Parish Councillors who 
attended.  The group looks forward to the involvement professional project 
management to manage the build: ideally one to coordinate the build process. 
The £5,000 grant from the CLT Network will go to setting up the CLT, Allocation 
Policy advice, and other legal support.  The example of the High Bickington 
Allocation Policy was provided for information.  It was stated the PC are welcome 
to e-mail comments or suggestions.  Cllr Faulkner restated the PC’s backing of 
the project. 

60/13.2 Report from Police  
PS Rob Tansley who is now based in Dartmouth attended the PC meeting.  He 
stated that two other officers and three PCSOs are currently based in Dartmouth.  
The Service is starting to look at employing two further Dartmouth based officers. 
He stated his review of crime in the area showed the main issue to be marine 
crime /theft from boats.  He encourages reporting of the registration number of 
suspicious vehicles.  He stated a typical pattern would be for individuals to look 
around by day and return at night to commit theft. 

60/13.3 Beach End Cottage 
A Parishioner restated concerns sent via e-mail about a major rebuild of Beach 
End Cottage scheduled to start 1 July 2013, primarily concerns that the limited 
infrastructure and access and crowds of holiday makers lead to a worrying risk of 
an accident.   
Cllr Tucker noted that a meeting held with those Parishioners most affected and 
the Project Manager, earlier on the same day as the PC meeting, had made some 
progress. 
It was noted DCC Highways is only able to intervene if there is an obstruction. 
The process of raising and lowering the pontoon, as will be required for access, 
has been timed by a Parishioner as taking 9 minutes.  The opinion was offered 
that a designated person, not the driver, should be responsible for supervising 
this process and that a gate might also be required for safety.  It was reported 
that the Deputy Harbourmaster has said that there should be no inconvenience to 
users of the pontoon at any time.  It was further reported that there is a risk of 
the bank behind the building giving way. 
A further meeting will be held at which there will be a PC representative. 
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61/13 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

61/13.1 Housing Need Survey Report (43/13.1) 
The Community Council of Devon circulated a Final Housing Need Survey Report 
in April. 

61/13.2 Scoring of Sites (43/13.2) 
The Local Planning Authority and PC have both narrowed the selection down to 
two sites: on either side of the main access road into the village.  Different 
conclusions were reached about the preferred site.  The Planning Officer will be 
reviewing these two sites with the SHDC Major Projects Team Leader in May. 

62/13 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County Council 
in relation to planning/tree applications  

62/13  18/0370/13/F & 18/0369/13/LB  Highclere, Lower Street, 
Dittisham, Nr Dartmouth, TQ6 0HY  Householder application for demolition of 
existing conservatory and replacement with larger conservatory.  Conditional 
Approval.  

62/13.2 18/0470/13/F  Barberry Farm Cottage, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 
0JA  Householder application for extension to rear with pitched roof and dormer 
window to front roof.  Refusal.  

62/13.3 18/0615/13/TW April Cottage, The Level, Dittisham, Dartmouth.   
• G1 – Crown lift over garden area to give a maximum clearance of 5m 

between foliage tips and ground level.  Branches to be removed shall not 
exceed 75mm in diameter.   

• G2 – Crown lift by removing/reducing secondary limbs only, which shall not 
exceed 150mm in diameter to give a clearance of 4m between foliage tips 
and ground level. 

• G3 – Crown lift by removing two primary stems approximately 150mm in 
diameter which lean to the east.  Remaining secondary’s to be crown lifted 
over the garden area to give a maximum clearance of 3m between foliage 
tips and ground level.  Secondary’s removed shall not exceed 50 mm in 
diameter.   

Grant of Conditional Consent. 

63/13 Strategic Planning Matters  

63/13.1 Management of the Level Car Park and the toilets on The Ham 
The meeting between representatives of DPC and SHDC on 19 April received the 
information that the offer to transfer the Title for the Level Car Park to DPC 
without charge has been withdrawn.  DPC Councillors are closely examining the 
available management options which remain. 

64/13 Financial Matters.  
64/13.1   Consider approval of current income/expenditure 
statement. 
It was resolved to approve the current income/expenditure statement which 
shows an available balance of £16,162 and a total balance of £47,162.  

64/13.2 Consider approval of Annual Return and Accounting 
statement 
It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement for the Annual 
Return. 
It was resolved to approve the Annual Accounting Statements for the Annual 
Return. 
It was agreed that a gift be purchased to thank the internal auditor for their time  
with the same budget as in 2012. 
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64/13.3 Consider approval of expenditure  
It was resolved to approve payment of the Invoice from Paul Carpenter and 
Associates, who surveyed and reported on the Old Chapel Burial Ground retaining 
wall (£570.00 including £95.00 VAT). 
It was resolved to approve payment of the LCR – Official NALC Magazine – 
subscription (£16). 

Cllr Harris-Evans left the meeting. 

65/13 Reports from Councillors with specific responsibilities/Working Parties 

65/13.1  Footpaths Officer 
Works required to the bridge over higher Dittisham Creek will be done by DCC 
and are anticipated within weeks.  Works required at Capton Mill Bridge is of 
lower priority and may be done over the summer.   
Action Item: Cllrs Unitt and Fraenkel to report on these repairs to the next 
ordinary PC meeting. 

65/13.2 Ham Maintenance Working Party 
It was noted that landowners are responsible for maintaining public footpaths. 
Action Item: Clerk to write to landowners adjacent to Footpath #1 regarding 
maintenance.   

A draft maintenance contract scope of work and advertisement were circulated 
prior to the meeting.  A three year contract with option to extend for further two 
years will be advertised. It was proposed to place the advertisement in the 10 
May Dartmouth Chronicle and on the Parish noticeboard.  The closing date for 
submissions is Monday 3 June 2013. It was resolved to approve this process, 
with a clarification to make it clear that a total of six cuts of St Georges 
Churchyard annually are paid for by the PC. 
Action Item: Clerk to place advertisement and notice. 

Cllrs Stevens and Fraenkel will arrange a working party to clear vegetation in the 
ditch between Lod Cottage and The Ham to take place 18 May 2013.   

The rope around the Triangle will remain until the plants are established – around 
12 months.  Cllr Tucker will place stones to protect the passing place when 
requested by Cllr Stothart. 

Cllr Fraenkel left the meeting. 

65/13.3  The Old Chapel Burial Ground  
Maintenance works will commence within the month. 

 65/13.4.  Buddle Hole Maintenance 
A response is awaited from Cornworthy which shares the extra Government 
funding. 

66/13 To note / consider correspondence received during the previous month.  

For consideration: 
66/13.1 SHDC workshop on planning enforcement 17th May. 
Cllrs Faulkner and Unitt request attendance. 

66/13.2 18 April 2013 Luscombe May Offer to gift of specimen oak tree 
It was resolved to accept this offer with the intent of planting on The Ham.  

For information: 
66/13.3 24 March 2013 Parishioner  Little Coombe Yurts and Holiday 

66/13.4 26 March 2013 South Hams CAB Thank-you 

66/13.5 28 March 2013 Wildlife Trusts Devon Glow-worms found in the 
Parish 
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66/13.6 Local Government Boundary Commission Consultation re Electoral 
Review of the South Hams Closes 4 June 2013 

66/13.7 2 April  Parishioner re Downton Park Wind Turbine Scoping 

66/13.8 7 April 2013 Parishioner re Downton Park Wind Turbine Scoping 

66/13.9 Parishioner & SHDC re Sunny bank rubbish disposal 

66/13.10 8 April 2013 SHDC South West Highways Verge cutting 

66/13.11 SHDC  Affordable Loans - finance to repair, adapt of improve your 
home  

66/13.12 11 April 2013 St Georges Church & PCSO Broad re OSS Event & 
Wedding 

66/13.13 Dittisham CLT re Public Meeting 30 April 7:30pm 

66/13.14 DCC Elections Thursday 2 May 2013, between the hours of 7:00 am 
and 10:00 pm.  

66/13.15 NGS opening six gardens in the village on June 20th & 21st for 
charity from 2-6pm 
It was stated that this should read July. 

67/13 Report from Devon County Council / South Hams District Council 

 67/13.1 Report from South Hams District Council 
The Planning Committee will be reduced from 30 to 13 with special training to be 
received by those on the Committee 
The debate in the Parish about screening opinions for wind turbines was noted.  
The result of the appeal of SHDC’s decision to refuse a 100m turbine at Langridge 
Cross is awaited.  Areas of solar array covering hundreds of acres are being 
installed or proposed for the South Hams. 

 67/13.2 Report from Devon County Council  
 This item was deferred in the absence of County Cllr Hawkins. 

68/13 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

An extraordinary meeting of Dittisham Parish Council on Wednesday 8 May at 
6:00pm to address planning applications was confirmed.   

The next ordinary meeting of Dittisham Parish Council is scheduled for 5 June 
2013 at 7:30 pm. 

The meeting closed at 9:24. 


