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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

 
DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham 
Village Hall, on Wednesday 6 March 2013 at 7.30 p.m. 

Present: Cllrs J Walker (Chair), Cllr S Stothart, Cllr M Faulkner, Cllr A Stevens, Cllr K 
Wotton, Cllr J Tucker, Cllr C Fraenkel and Cllr P Unitt. 

County Cllr Hawkins  

13 member of the public were present. 

14/13 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr D Harris-Evans. 

15/13 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
Cllr Stevens declared a personal interest in Items 4.2, 5.1 and 5.2.  Cllr Tucker 
did not participate in item 6 regarding planning / tree applications.  Cllr Fraenkel 
advised that she had sought advice and been told that she does not have a 
personal or pecuniary interest to declare. 

16/13 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 February 2013. 
It was resolved to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council held on 6 February 
2013. 

17/13 Public issues 

17/13.1 Report from Police Community Support Officer 
This item was deferred in PCSO Broad’s absence. 

17/13.2 Dittisham CLT: progress with the housing for locals project 
It was reported that a third Newsletter has been delivered to the Parish.  It is 
anticipated that a second public meeting will be called at the end of April to 
discuss progress including the result of the site scoring process.  The Homes and 
Communities Agency is coming to meet the CLT in April.  

17/13.3 Power outages in Capton 
It was reported that there have been nine power outages of unknown duration in 
Capton since Christmas.  It appears these may be due to tree/forestry work and 
it was agreed to continue to monitor.  

17/13.4 Broadband Service 
A Parishioner enquired about whether action could be taken by the Parish to 
achieve an improved broadband service: as it has been reported was done by 
another community in England.  Cllr Tucker reported that BT have been awarded 
the contract to upgrade the broadband service to Devon and that the upgrade will 
be completed within 3 years.  Cllr Hawkins advised he would respond to this 
question. 

17/13.5 Bus Stop Bench Seat 
Cllr Faulkner commented on the excellent job done on the seat and suggested the 
Parish Council write to compliment and thank both Carpenter Oak and the 
carpenter responsible. 
Action item: Clerk to write to thank Carpenter Oak. 

18/13 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

18/13.1 Housing Need Survey Report (05/13.1) 
Sue Hitchcock, Community Council of Devon, and Cassandra Harrison, SHDC, 
were unavailable to attend to discuss the Housing Need Survey Report and the 
PC’s written response.  It was agreed that they should be invited to attend the 
next suitable PC meeting. 



 2

Action Item: Clerk to liaise with CCD and SHDC regarding an alternative date to 
discuss the Report. 

The Chairman of the CLT commented on the results of the survey as discussed at 
the previous meeting of the Parish Council.  He stated that the CLT would like to 
be referred to in the Report’s Recommendations as a way of meeting the housing 
need.  The CLT has written to the Parish Council stating concerns about the 
Recommendation in the draft Report. 

18/13.2 Scoring of Sites (05/13.2) 
It has been necessary to reschedule the visit to 4 April 2013.   

19/13 Planning / tree applications  

19/13.1 18/0331/13/F  Paddle Steamer Cottage, The Lane, Dittisham, 
Dartmouth, Devon TQ6 0HB.  Householder application to replace existing 
conservatory with two storey side extension.   
Written and verbal concerns were raised by Parishioners regarding access issues.  
The applicant responded to these verbally. 
No Objection on the condition that a detailed Method Statement is agreed. 
(resolution proposed Cllr Stevens, seconded Cllr Wotton, Cllr Tucker did not 
participate). 

19/13.2  18/0361/13/LB & 18/0360/13/F  Little Coombe Farm, Dittisham, 
Dartmouth TQ6 0JB  Listed building application for garage and studio building. 
Decision deferred pending a site visit. 

19/13.3 18/0369/13/LB & 18/0370/13/F  Highclere, Lower Street, Dittisham, Nr 
Dartmouth, TQ6 0HY  Listed building consent for demolition of existing 
conservatory and replacement with larger aluminium conservatory. 
Objection (resolution proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Wotton, Cllr Tucker 
did not participate).  A construction with hardwood in keeping with the area to be 
requested. 

19/13.4 18/0376/13/F  Newlands Farm, Blackawton, Totnes, TQ9 7DR  
Installation of 50kW wind turbine (hub height 24.6m, tip height 34.2m), 
associated electrical cabinet, underground cable to pole and temporary access. 
The main concern discussed by the meeting was the negative effect that 24 hour 
noise produced by the turbine and amplified by the landscape would have on the 
very quiet hamlet.  Concerns were also raised about the visual effect. 
Objection.  (resolution proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Fraenkel, Cllr Tucker 
did not participate) 

20/13 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County Council 
in relation to planning/tree applications  

20/13.1 18/2928/12/AG  Hole Farm, Bozomzeal, Dittisham, Dartmouth TQ6 
0JG  Agricultural Determination for prior notification of agricultural open sided 
barn 

20/13.2 18/0058/13/F  The Hollies, Higher Street, Dittisham, Dartmouth, 
TQ6 0HT  Householder application for new front extension and balcony to replace 
existing  conservatory and steps. Erection of new porch, new front gates, enlarge 
parking, new boundary wall and bin store, New loggia and external doors to lower 
ground floor  Conditional Approval 

20/13.3 18/0182/13/MIN  Briarsfield, Lower Street, Dittisham, Dartmouth, 
TQ6 0HY Development: Non material minor amendment to planning approval 
18/1459/12/F for removal of existing disused chimney stack, omission of 
rooflights and introduction of satellite dish.  Conditional Approval.  
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21/13 Reports from Councillors with specific responsibilities/Working Parties 

21/13.1  Ham Car Park Working Party  
Cllr Faulkner reported that it has not been possible to design a long term repair 
for the recurrent hole at the edge of the tarmac at a reasonable cost.  It will be 
monitored and filled with Cllr Tucker’s assistance as required. 

21/1.2 Ham Maintenance Working Party 
It was considered that cost of £358.97 ex VAT for SHDC to install a second rat 
proof bin was too expensive and alternatives would be researched. 
Action Item: Cllr Faulkner and Cllr Stevens to investigate a second rat proof bin 
for The Ham Car Park. 

Items addressing maintenance contract re-tender frequency, wooden posts, and 
the Playground were deferred to the April Parish Council meeting. 

22/13 Strategic Planning Matters  

22/13.1 Transfer of assets (the Level Car Park and the toilets on The 
Ham) from SHDC 
This item was deferred pending receipt of a Report from SHDC. 

22/13.2 The Old Chapel Burial Ground  
An ecclesiastical surveyor has conducted a survey of the wall.  The formal report 
is pending however the overall assessment provide verbally to Cllr Faulkner and 
the Clerk was that the wall is in quite reasonable condition and there are 
‘housekeeping’ issues to attend to.   
It was resolved to ask the maintenance contractor to clear as much vegetation 
as possible from the top of the wall without disturbing the stones.  The vegetation 
in the burial ground itself also requires clearing. 
Action Items:  Cllr Faulkner to liaise with maintenance contractor.  Clerk to 
contact the United Reform Church regarding maintenance of the rear retaining 
wall.  

23/13 Report from Devon County Council / South Hams District Council 

 23/13.1 Report from Devon County Council 
A planning application has been made to build the Dartmouth Indoor Swimming 
Pool.  DCC has confirmed a zero increase in its component of Council Tax in 
2013/14.  Lengthsman services have been allocated half a million pounds. 

23/13.2 South Hams District Council  
There will be a 9p per week increase in the SHDC component of Council Tax in 
2013/14.  Frontline services will be protected despite severe cuts to SHDC 
funding.  Salcombe fisheries have received a £450,000 fish processing grant. 

24/13 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

The remaining Agenda items were deferred to be addressed at a meeting of 
Dittisham Parish Council on Wednesday 13 March 2013 at 6:30 pm. 


