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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

 
DRAFT Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham 
Village Hall, on Wednesday 3 April 2013 at 7.30 p.m. 

Present: Cllrs J Walker (Chair), Cllr S Stothart, Cllr M Faulkner, Cllr A Stevens, Cllr K 
Wotton, Cllr J Tucker, Cllr C Fraenkel and Cllr P Unitt. 

County Cllr Hawkins  

2 members of the public were present. 

39/13 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr D Harris-Evans. 

40/13 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
Cllr Stevens declared a personal interest in Item 4.2. 

41/13 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 March, 13 March 
and 20 March 2013. 
It was resolved to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council held on 6 March 
2013 (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Tucker), 13 March 2013 (proposed Cllr 
Walker, seconded Cllr Unitt), and 20 March 2013 (proposed Cllr Stothart, 
seconded Cllr Unitt). 

42/13 Public issues 

42/13.1 Report from Police Community Support Officer 
This item was deferred in PCSO Broad’s absence. 

42/13.2 Dittisham CLT: progress with the housing for locals project 
A correction to the proposed building site document was reported, in that the 
map’s shaded area for site 5 on the final page should be larger.  The group is 
working on the content of a public meeting to be held following the result of the 
site scoring process. 

The Parish Council decided to hold an Extraordinary meeting at 6:00 pm 
Wednesday 10 April for the purpose of reaching a decision about the proposed 
building sites. 

42/13.3 Yonder Parks wind turbine scoping assessment: 
06/2672/12/SCROP 
The Clerk has received correspondence from a Parishioner raising concerns about 
decision not to request an EIA on the above request for a screening opinion and 
noting that the request is listed against the wrong Parish.  Cllr Tucker advised 
that EIA are essentially requested on applications of national importance.  The 
screening opinion helps inform a decision about whether a project might be 
viable.  If a planning application were to eventuate comment will be requested in 
the usual way.   

42/13.4 Downton Park Farm Screening Opinion 
Cllr Fraenkel advised she had been asked by concerned neighbours to raise the 
above application for discussion.  The concept is to place a turbine on a southerly 
slope on the Dartmouth side.  It was noted that there is at present no application 
to comment on.  The comment on 42/13.3 above also applies to this opinion. 

42/13.5 SHDC Planning Workshop 
Cllr Faulkner stated that the recent two hour planning workshop was the best he 
had attended.  It was attended by 60 councillors and by senior planners.  He 
would recommend further workshops to other Councillors.  He considers that 
there appears to be a willingness for Parish Council participation in planning 
decisions. 
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43/13 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

43/13.1 Housing Need Survey Report (05/13.1) 
The second draft Housing Need Survey Report was discussed.  It was again 
acknowledged that the Report describes an identified housing need within the 
Parish.  It was noted that the revised report has not addressed the concerns 
raised by the Parish about the Recommendation to meet the need only by using 
rental and shared ownership housing.  Cllr Stevens advised that had sent 
comment on the Report directly to the Community Council of Devon and is 
awaiting a response.  It was noted that a self-build project is not likely to address 
rental need.  It was also noted that the affordable housing planned for 
Blackawton is intended to meet rental need in Dittisham Parish.  Despite the 
unresolved issue with the Recommendations it was resolved to adopt the Report 
because the absence of a final Report is delaying progress with the proposed 
affordable housing for locals project. 
Action Item: Clerk to respond to CCD. 

43/13.2 Scoring of Sites (05/13.2) 
Scoring of then building sites submitted by SHDC and DPC is scheduled for 4 April 
2013.  Five Councillors and the Clerk are available to attend.   
Action Item: Clerk to print site scoring documents.   

43/13.3  Collard Construction at Gurrow Point (32/13.10) 
It was resolved to request £250 compensation for the impact of the work on The 
Ham Car Park.  If further damage eventuates the issue is to be discussed further.  
Action Item: Clerk to liaise with Collard Construction. 

44/13 Planning / tree applications  

44/13.1 18/0553/13/F  Householder application to level the ground and 
form an enclosure 2.75m high for a tennis court  The Old Rectory, Rectory Lane, 
Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0HD. 
No Objection subject to the condition that there be no lighting of the tennis court 
area (resolution proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Stothart).   
It was considered unacceptable light pollution would result from any artificial 
lighting of the tennis court area. 

44/13.2 18/0610/13/TW T16 - (T2 - Oak on TPO Plan) - Reduce crown by 
5m. The Old Rectory, Rectory Lane, Dittisham, Dartmouth. 
No Objection (resolution proposed Cllr Faulkner, seconded Cllr Stevens). 

44/13.3 18/0615/13/TW Within G2 - Reduce back by maximum of 4m to 
gain clearance over access footpath. G1 - Remove small diameter branches 
overhanging footpath. April Cottage, The Level, Dittisham, Dartmouth 
It was resolved to conclude that inadequate detail has been provided to inform a 
decision about the proposed works (resolution proposed Cllr Faulkner, seconded 
Cllr Walker).  
Action Item: Clerk to respond to SHDC requesting more information and 
photographs. 

45/13 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County Council 
in relation to planning/tree applications  

45/13.1 18/0217/13/F Dartway, The Level, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0ES  
Householder application for amendment to approval 18/0432/12/F for 
refurbishment of existing dwelling, construction of new front entrance porch and 
reformation of existing dormer windows.  Conditional Approval.  
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46/13 Reports from Councillors with specific responsibilities/Working Parties 

46/13.1  Footpaths Officer 
A £1,000 public right of way grant received.  Discussion deferred pending a 
response from DCC regarding details of its funds allocation. 

46/13.2 Ham Maintenance Working Party 
It was resolved that tender documentation will be prepared for presentation at 
the May PC meeting.   
Action Item: Cllrs Faulkner, Stevens and Harris-Evans to prepare Maintenance 
contract documentation. 
Councillors have researched the cost of a second bin for the Ham Car Park and 
found that the SHDC price compares favourably.  Concerns were also raised that 
SHDC will only empty its own bins.  It was resolved to accept the quote from 
SHDC to install a second bin in The Ham Car Park.  
Action Item: Clerk to request SHDC install a second bin in The Ham Car Park. 
It was resolved to allocate a budget of up to 1,500 pounds to remove concrete 
Ham Car Park posts and to source and install forty 30 inch Douglas Fir posts.  
Treated posts will have a life expectancy of approximately 10-12 years.  The 
primary objective is to provide a barrier to vehicles accessing The Ham.   Height 
chosen to balance need for visibility to drivers against leverage.   

46/13.3  The Old Chapel Burial Ground  
The Parish Council discussed the Report from Paul Carpenter and Associates and 
the ‘Summary of Repairs ’ (based on the Report) circulated by the Clerk.  It was 
agreed by the PC that the next action required is to clear residual ivy from the 
top of the wall and to remove the holly and shrub.  After this work has been 
completed it will be possible to view any stone-work required. 
Action Item: Cllr Faulkner to liaise with maintenance contractor regarding 
removal of residual ivy, holly and shrub. 

 46/13.4.  Buddle Hole Maintenance 
The Town and Parish funds bid for to fund additional lengthsman services have 
been received (£1426.40).  It was resolved to employ a contractor via 
advertisements in the Parish Magazine and the Parish Notice board.  Chapter 8 
certification will be required.  Cllr Tucker noted this training can now be arranged 
with DCC free of charge. 

47/13 Strategic Planning Matters  

47/13.1 Transfer of assets (the Level Car Park and the toilets on The 
Ham) from SHDC:  
The PC discussed the issue in preparation of the meeting with SHDC on 19 April.  
It was agreed that Cllr Tucker would request proposals be provided to enable 
review prior to the meeting.   

48/13 Financial Matters. 
48/13.1   Consider approval of current income/expenditure 
statement. 
It was resolved to approve the current income/expenditure statement which 
shows an available balance of £36,852 and a total balance of £41,852.  

48/13.2 Opening a bank account 
The Clerk had provided a report to the PC presenting research regarding opening 
a domestic Parish Council bank account.  It was resolved that the Parish Council 
would open a HSBC Current Account as recommended.  Three signatories are to 
be registered on the mandate with HSBC, with two signatures required on each 
cheque.  It was resolved that the signatories would be the Chairman, Vice-
Chairman and Cllr Tucker.  
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48/13.3  Renewal of Devon Association of Local Councils subscription  
It was resolved to renew the DALC membership. Cost £92.39 (VAT inclusive). 

48/13.4   Ham Car Park Rates  
Small business rates relief has been received for the full liability of £2,079. 

48/13.5   VAT Registration 
Voluntary VAT registration would be required to reclaim VAT on Ham Car Park 
management expenses.  It was agreed this was not justified. 

49/13 To note / consider correspondence received during the previous month.  

For consideration: 
49/13.1 Parishioner 15 March 2013 re Wind Turbine Scoping Application 
06/2672/12/SCROP  
49/13.2 18 March 2013 S Wollaston MP re Planning Minister Public Meeting 
10 April 2013 
49/13.3 19 March 2013 SHDC Public Toilet Service Changes 

For information: 
49/13.4 DCC 25 March 2013 Notice of Election: Devon County Council 2 
May 2013 
49/13.5  REconomy Project Local Entrepreneur Forum: Totnes Thursday 
March 28 2013 
49/13.6  Dart Harbour Authority Public Consultation-Forward Vision 3 April 
2013 7:00pm 

 49/13.7  SHDC 14 March 2013 Briefing Document on Welfare Changes 

50/13 Report from Devon County Council / South Hams District Council 
It was agreed these would be passed over as reports had been received by the 
immediately preceding Annual Parish Meeting. 

51/13 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

To confirm date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council which is 
scheduled for Wednesday 10 April at 6:00pm.  The next  ordinary meeting of 
Dittisham Parish Council is scheduled for 1 May 2013 at 7:30 pm following the 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council at 7:00 pm. 


