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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe  

Draft Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village 
Hall, on Wednesday 7 March at 7.30 p.m.  

Present: Cllrs J Walker (Chair), Cllr S Stothart (Deputy Chair), Cllr M Faulkner, Cllr 
D Harris-Evans, Cllr J Tucker, Cllr P Unitt, Cllr K Wotton 

Cllr C Fraenkel joined the meeting shortly following her co-option.  

3 members of the public were present. 

31/12 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr A Stevens and County Cllr J Hawkins. 

32/12 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda  

In line with normal procedures, Cllr Tucker did not participate in item 37/12 
Planning/Tree applications below.  No other declarations were made. 

33/12 Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 February 2012 

The Minutes were approved (proposed Cllr Stothart, seconded Cllr Tucker). 

34/12 Filling the Vacancy for a Councillor 

Discussion of Agenda Item 5.1 was moved forward to allow any Councillor elected to 
participate in the Council Meeting. 

One application had been received by the Clerk: from Carol Fraenkel.  The meeting 
approved unanimously to co-opt Carol Fraenkel as Councillor (proposed Cllr Walker, 
Seconded Cllr Harris-Evans). 

Cllr Fraenkel was phoned and invited to join the Meeting. 

On arrival and prior to participating in the Meeting Cllr Fraenkel signed the 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office and undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct. 

Action: Clerk to provide current Councillor information to Cllr Fraenkel.  Cllr 
Fraenkel to return Register of Interests form to the Monitoring Officer at SHDC. 

35/12 Public issues 

 35/12.1 Report from Police Community Support Officer 

PCSO Broad was unable to attend in person and this item was therefore deferred in 
her absence. 

It was noted by Pat Heighway that a letter has been received from PCSO Broad asking 
if the Neighbourhood Team can be of assistance in Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. 

Action: Pat Heighway will contact PCSO Broad. 

35/12.2 Dittisham Jubilee Fund 

This item was moved from 11.2 in consideration of members of the public present for 
its discussion.  Correspondence had been received requesting permission from the 
Parish Council for four actions in relation to Diamond Jubilee celebrations  on The 
Ham. 

These four requests were debated in turn.  It was agreed that: 

• Flyers will be placed on cars already parked in the car park stating that the car 
park will be closed from Thursday May 31 and that all vehicles should be removed 
by then. 
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• A general notice will be placed at the top of Ham Lane warning of the event. 

• It cannot be suggested that vehicles left in the Car Park will be removed. 

• The Ham Lane may be closed at dusk on June 1, 2, 3 and 4 for security reasons  
given that specified affected owners will be warned in writing and provided with the 
combination lock number for use in emergencies. 

 In addition it was agreed that: 

• The gate to The Lane will be manned during the day to allow access for necessary 
vehicles. 

• DSC members and others needing similar access would be able to access the Car 
Park to unload, but would be required to remove their vehicles. 

• A notice will be placed on the locked gates by the Dittisham Jubilee Fund with a 
phone number to contact for assistance: in case someone who has not received 
notification of the events approaches overnight. 

• SWW and Emergency Services will be notified by the Dittisham Jubilee Fund. 

It was requested that the warning notifications be made by the Jubilee Fund as early as 
possible  because not all of those accessing The Ham Car Park and The Dart via this 
point are members of DSC. 

Disabled access to The Ham during the event was discussed.  Disabled individuals 
will be permitted access for drop off, but not for parking.  Cllr Tucker will consult the 
owner of the closest meadow regarding its use for disabled parking only.  Cllr Tucker 
will also consult the owners of the field regarding its use for parking during the 
Jubilee Celebrations. 

Action: Clerk to write to DSC regarding the temporary disruption to The Ham Car 
Park and access to Ham Lane.  Cllr Tucker to consult with owners of land regarding 
the possibility of temporary parking. 

35.12.3 Dittisham on the National Trust Website as a Transport Link to 
Greenway. 

This item was moved from 5.5 in consideration of members of the public interested in 
its discussion.  The Chair reported that a meeting with the NT will take place in 
approximately two weeks.  A member of the public advised that Dittisham is currently 
listed as a transport link to Greenway on the NT website.  The Chair advised this 
occurrence would be discussed in the forthcoming meeting.  The five pieces of 
correspondence received by the Clerk (e-mail and written) objecting to the 
notification have been circulated to Councillors and were noted by the Council.  A 
member of the public requested that the Village be given the opportunity to have input 
in the decision.  

Action: The designated members of the Parish Council will review visitor data which 
the NT has agreed to provide, discuss this proposal in the meeting arranged with the 
NT, and report to Council in its next meeting. 

36/12 Matters  arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda  

 36/12.1  Contract for Replacement Clerk  
The Chair, Deputy Chair and Clerk have agreed on the wording of a contract which is 
based on the SLCC Model Contract and has been circulated to all Councillors.  The 
foreshadowed motion that ‘Cllr Walker and Cllr Stothart be authorised to sign the 
Clerk’s contract on behalf of the Council.’ was approved (proposed Cllr Harris-
Evans, seconded Cllr Walker). 

Action: Contract with the Clerk to be signed by Cllr Walker and Cllr Stothart. 
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36/12.2 Dartmouth Town Council Traffic Management Planning Group 
Questionnaire  

Correspondence has been received by Council from Dartmouth Town Council 
inviting participation in the Dartmouth Traffic and Parking Management Survey.  A 
member of the public noted that Parishioners may wish to comment on controversial 
proposals such the introduction of more Pay and Display parking.  Parish Councils are 
expected to meet the costs of printing and distribution of paper copies of the survey.  
Using the available estimate of printing costs and the cost of the most recent Parish 
mail-drop the Clerk estimated that this method of participating would cost the Parish 
Council approximately £80.  It was suggested that this was not an acceptable use of 
Parish funds.  However it was agreed that efforts should be made to advertise the 
questionnaire via notices, minutes and the Parish Magazine submission, and that the 
Clerk should distribute copies. 

Action: Clerk to respond to Dartmouth Town Council, to place notices advertising the 
questionnaire, and to distribute the questionnaire. 

36/12.3  Parish Information e-mail Group 

The notice proposed by the Clerk for the purpose of advertising the Parish 
Information e-mail Group was approved (proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr 
Tucker). 

Action: Clerk to circulate Parish Information e-mail Group notice. 

36/12.5 South West Water Plant Screening  

A meeting has been held between the Council, and representatives or SWW and 
Interserve.  Sketches of proposed plantings have been received from SWW.  It was 
agreed that these are consistent with the agreement  of the meeting.  It was proposed 
during the Parish Council Meeting by another Councillor that alternative species such 
as Beech and Hornbeam which retain their leaves in the winter months would be 
preferable to those currently selected.  It was also commented that further complaints 
have been received about screening of the plant from The Lane and that increasing the 
density of planning there would be helpful. 

Action: Clerk to write to SWW to request increased planting along the Ham Lane 
border of the plant, and some use of Beech and Hornbeam. 

37/12 Planning / Tree Applications  

37/12.1 18/0364/12/F  Thornwell, The Level, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0ES 
Householder application for internal alterations and replacement of 
conservatory roof.  Formation of lowered terrace.  Reconstruction of WC and 
new rear entrance. 
No Objection:  unanimous decision (Proposed Cllr Unitt, Seconded Cllr Stothart, Cllr 
Tucker abstained). 

37/12.2 18/0365/12/LB Thornwell, The Level, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0ES  
Listed building consent for internal alterations and replacement of conservatory 
roof.  Formation of lowe red terrace.  Reconstruction of WC and new rear 
entrance. 
No Objection:  unanimous decision (Proposed Cllr Fraenkel, Seconded Cllr Wotton, 
Cllr Tucker abstained). 

37/12.3 18/0432/12/F  Dartway, The Level, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0ES 
Householder application for alterations and extensions  

It was noted that on-site parking and the access to the site are limited.  The Level Car 
Park is opposite the site.  Concerns were raised about the possibility of congestion on 
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The Level and in The Level Car Park due to the building works, particularly during 
the warmer months.  The risk of damage to the stone retaining wall by builder’s 
vehicles was also raised.  It was also noted that the access to the residence crosses a 
private right of way. 
No Objection, Conditions requested:  unanimous decision (Proposed Cllr Walker, 
Seconded Cllr Faulkner, Cllr Tucker abstained). 

Action: Clerk’s response to SHDC to request a Dilapidation Schedule and a building 
access statement as conditions of any planning approval, and to request that building 
works do not lead to obstruction of The Level and The Level Car Park. 

38/12 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County Council in 
relation to planning/tree applications. 

• 38/12.1 Application No.: 18/0082/12/F  Proposal: Househo lder application 
for minor amendments to site boundary, house plans and landscape details of planning 
approval 18/0297/07/F for proposed erection of dwelling.  Location: Site to the north 
of Hill Cottage, Dittisham.  Decision: Conditional Approval. 

39/12 Reports from Councillors with specific responsibilities / Working Parties 

39/12.1 Report from Ham Maintenance Working Party 

This item was deferred to the April meeting.  

39/12.2 Report from Ham Car Park Working Party 

This item was deferred to the April meeting. 

39/12.4 Report from Village Guide Working Group 

Cllr Stothart presented a paper which summarised planning, progress and outstanding 
questions for the preparation of the Village Guide.  Two printing quotes have been 
obtained and Henry Harvey has prepared a new drawing.  A budget of £550 was 
approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Unitt) to be partly funded by the 
SHDC £250 Locality Budget. 

8.5  Planning System Explained DALC / CRPE information session attended.  

The Clerk presented a summary of the current planning system and the planning 
process under the Localism Act 2011: as presented in the above information session.  
Under the Localism Act 2011 the Parish will have the option of registering a 
Neighbourhood Plan and possibly Neighbourhood Development Order.  These are 
influential in the consideration of planning application and the Parish Council can 
approve planning covered by a Neighbourhood Development Order.  The details of 
implementation of the new legislation will be contained in Regulations which are 
pending with the date of finalisation uncertain.  The date of commencement is also 
uncertain, possibly mid 2012.  It was considered that it is likely to be in the Parish’s 
interest to develop a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Tucker commented that assistance can 
be obtained via Community Council of Devon.  

Action: Further consideration to be given to development of a Neighbourhood Plan 
which will be on the Agenda of the April Council meeting. 

40/12 Strategic Planning Matters  

40/12.1 Set Date of Annual Parish Meeting  

It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7:00p.m. on 
Wednesday 4 April. 
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40/12.2 Set Date of Annual Meeting of the Council   

It was agreed that the Annual Meeting of the Council will be held at 7:00p.m. on 
Wednesday 2 May. 

40/12.3 Proposed Clarification of Standing Orders  

The Clerk provided a paper which explained why the amendment made to the 
Standing Orders in 2011 to deal with urgent situations between meetings does not 
comply with legislation for delegating the decision making power of Council.  It was 
agreed that a replacement clause would be drafted for consideration by Council at its 
next meeting.  

Action: A proposed Standing Orders ‘emergency clause’ to be drafted by the Clerk 
for consideration at the next Council meeting. 

40/12.4 Action to Prevent Travellers’ Encampment  

It was reported that the damaged lockable post on the corner of the Ham nearest to the 
FBI requires replacement. 

Action Cllr Wotton to discuss with Cllr Stevens. 

It was approved that the cost of installing a removable lockable post in this location 
be obtained (proposed Cllr Tucker, seconded Cllr Unitt). 
Costs and specifications are also required for replacement wooden posts for the 
boundary between The Ham Car Park and The Ham.  

Action Cllr Faulkner to obtain costs for wooden Ham Car Park boundary posts. 

40/12.5 Progress regarding transfer of assets (the Level Car Park and The 
Ham Toilets) from SHDC. 

Cllr Tucker requested that Cllrs consider a decision regarding whether the Parish 
would be prepared to accept transfer of the Ham Car Park toilet facilities.  Concern 
was expressed about the open-ended nature of the transfer and the potential costs of 
maintenance, in particular in case of vandalism.  The toilet facilities are currently 
maintained by SHDC to a very high level.  Given the ongoing and potentially high 
costs, the requirement for a commitment from SHDC to subsidise the ongoing 
maintenance of the facilities has been discussed. 

Action: Cllrs to consider acceptance of transfer of The Ham Car Park toilets to the 
Parish to enable voting at its next meeting on a decision to communicate to SHDC. 

41/12 Financial Matters  

41/12.1 Income and Expenditure 2011-12  

The Clerk tabled an updated statement, showing a balance of £17,772.71.  The 
statement was approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans). 

41/12.2 Approval of 2012/13 Budget   

The Clerk presented the proposed 2012/12 Budget.  It was agreed that the budget 
should allocated £1,000 to Village Hall maintenance and that a contingency fund of 
£1,000 be created for the Ham Triangle replanting.  The budget was approved with 
these changes incorporated (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans). 
The requirement for a contingency fund for future Ham Car Park resurfacing was 
discussed.  It was approved that £1,000 be allocated annually to a Ham Car Park 
resurfacing contingency fund (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Unitt). 

41/12.3 Consideration of Charitable Donations  

It was approved that £100 be given to the South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau 
(proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Unitt).  It was approved that £50 be given to 
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the  Totnes and Dartmouth Ring and Ride (proposed Cllr Unitt, seconded Cllr 
Tucker). 

Action: Clerk to make the approved donations on behalf of Council. 

41/12.4 Consideration of Draft Financial Regulations   

The Clerk advised that though progress has been made these are not ready to present 
to Council. 

Action: Clerk to present to April meeting of the Council. 

42/12 Correspondence received since the previous meeting  

42/12.1 Andy Heathwood, Primary Gritting Network Changes - Formal 
Complaint to DCC 

It was approved that the Council will add its support to those Councils now 
supporting the complaint (proposed Cllr Stothart, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans). 

Action: Clerk to notify Andy Heathwood of Dittisham Parish Council’s support.  

42/12.2 Dittisham Jubilee Fund 

This item was addressed under 35/12.2. 

42/12.3 Proposed works at Barton Cottage  

The copy of correspondence regarding potential for damage to The Lane sent by a 
member of the public to the architects responsible for supervision of these works was 
noted. 

42/12.4 SHDC Estuaries officer  

The proposed slipway signage was evaluated and it was approved that this would be 
declined due to lack of a suitable location.  
Further information was requested about the proposed replacement to the estuaries 
interpretation panel on The Ham.  It has also been proposed that the frame be 
restored. 

Action: Clerk to communicate Council’s decisions to SHDC Estuaries Officer. 

42/12.5   Dittisham Group on LoveDartmouth.com 

Notification has been received about a new Dittisham group on LoveDartmouth.com.  
It is interactive and intended to be a conduit for residents, businesses and visitors to 
exchange information, views, photographs videos etc.  A village resident moderator 
will eventually be required, but LoveDartmouth are doing this role currently. 

43/12 Report from Devon County Council / South Hams District Council 

43/12.1 Report from South Hams District Council 

Cllr Tucker reported that the 2012/13 Locality Budget of £375 has been allocated to 
the Dittisham Jubilee Fund. 

43/12.2 Report from Devon County Council 

This item was deferred in the absence of County Cllr Hawkins. 

44/12 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

The next full meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 4 April at 
7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall, following the Annual Parish Meeting which will take 
place on Wednesday 4 April at 7:00 p.m. 


