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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

 
Draft Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village Hall, on 
Wednesday 6 June  at 7.30 p.m. 

Present: Cllrs J Walker (Chair), Cllr S Stothart (Deputy Chair), Cllr M Faulkner, Cllr D Harris-Evans, 
Cllr A Stevens, Cllr J Tucker, and Cllr Fraenkel.  

8 members of the public were present. 

71/12 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Wotton and Cllr Unitt. 

72/12 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
 None made. 

73/12 Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 May 2012.  
The Minutes were approved (proposed Cllr Tucker, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans). 

74/12 Public issues 

74/12.1 South Devon Nature Trust Presentation  
A presentation was made by Roger Davenport of SDNT and Ed Parr Ferris of ThinkNature 
environmental consultancy about replanting the Ham Triangle.  The proposal aims to 
establish a local semi-natural habitat and would take about 12 months.  Under the SDNT 
proposal Dittisham Parish Council would be responsible for materials to a maximum £1000 
(estimated £850) and SDNT would fund labour to a maximum £2500 (estimated at £2180). 

74/12.2 Report from Police Community Support Officer 
Deferred in the absence of PCSO Broad. 

74/12.3 Request for Allotments  
Eight verbal requests and one written one have been received.  The Council was advised that 
there are grants available and SHDC will shred and turn compost. 

Action: Clerk to place notices asking about interest in allotments.   
   Written notification of the request  is required from parishioners. 

74/12.4 Manor St (near Rectory Lane) George VI Postbox Restoration 
Councillors in agreement with the principle of listing this postbox. 

Action: Clerk to check existing status. 

74/12.5 Disabled Parking Polite Notice 
No action required. 

74/12.6 Crabbing with Kindness sign on the Pontoon 
Motion to pursue this request not approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Stothart). 

74/12.7 The Level Car Park Trees 
A resident raised concerns about large trees and weed growth in The Level Car Park and 
requested that the Parish Council ensure these are in control prior to any handover to the 
Parish by SHDC. 

Action: Cllr Tucker to liaise with SHDC Tree Officer. 

74/12.8 Ham Triangle and Ham Lane 
Comments were made in relation to this area: please ensure grass near the intersection with 
Riverside Road is not an obstruction to vision, paint the sleeping police white, a designated 
passing space will prevent degradation of the grassy area, it might be possible to use both 
sides of the Lane to form a passing space. 

74/12.9 Bonfire Notice 
A reminder to parishioners to be considerate of their neighbours ’ enjoyment of the outdoors 
over the warmer months by trying to refrain from lighting bonfires during the day-time was 
requested. 
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Action: Clerk to make a request that parishioners be considerate of their neighbours if 
lighting warm weather bonfires in the Parish Magazine submission. 

74/12.10 Jubilee Celebration Congratulations  

Action:  Clerk to write to the organisers of the Jubilee to congratulate them on a very 
successful weekend of celebrations. 

75/12 Planning applications  

75/12.1 18/1082/12/F   Riverside House, Riverside Road, Dittisham, Dartmouth, 
TQ6 0HS  Householder application for kitchen extension with extended terrace and 
pedestrian gateway onto Ham Lane  
The applicants were present and described the proposal.  Concerns expressed by Council 
included overdevelopment of the site, visually intrusive, and light pollution. 
Objection: Light pollution (resolution approved: proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr 
Fraenkel, Cllr Tucker abstained). 

75/12.2 18/1120/12/F  Vipers Quay, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0HE  Householder 
application for erection of single storey garage   
No objection. Unanimous resolution (proposed Cllr Faulkner, seconded Cllr Stevens). 

75/12.3 18/1124/12/F & 18/1124/12/LB Little Coombe Farm, Dittisham, 
Dartmouth, TQ6 0JB  Renewal of extant householder permission 18/1328/09/F for 
demolition of existing bungalow and conservatory and extension to existing 
farmhouse. 
No objection. Unanimous resolution (proposed Cllr Stevens, seconded Cllr Walker). 

75/12.4 18/1140/12/F  Winterfold, Springfield House, April Cottage, The Level, 
Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0ES  Householder application for landscaping and 
garage proposals for April Cottage, Winterfold and Springfield House 
No objection. Unanimous resolution (proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr Fraenkel). 

76/12 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County 
 Council in relation to planning/tree applications  

18/0607/12/F  Trist Cottage, Lower Street, Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0HY Householder 
application for construction of extension to existing dwelling to 
provide dining and breakfast area.  Conditional approval.  

77/12 Reports from Working Parties 

77/12.1  Ham Maintenance Working Party 
It was resolved to accept the quote received to renew the maintenance contract (proposed 
Cllr Fraenkel, seconded Cllr Stevens). 

Action: Clerk to arrange required maintenance contract documentation. 
Car Park Working Party to consider preferred re-tender frequency and report to July 
Council meeting. 

Detailed costing of the installation of wooden posts adjacent to The Ham Car Park. 

Action: Cllr Wotton and Cllr Faulkner to consider and report to July Council meeting. 

Estimate of cost to raise marshy area of The Ham deferred in the absence of Cllr Wotton 

Action: Cllr Wotton to report to July meeting on estimation of cost to raise marshy area of 
The Ham. 

 77/12.2 Ham Car Park Working Party 
The Council resolved to accept the written report received from the Car Park Working Party 
(proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Tucker).  Issues addressed were the procedure to issue 
permits, application from Barton Cottage builders for reduced rates, the method to deal with 
display of old permits, permits to remain with one councillor, letter be sent to Dittisham 
Sailing Club conveying parishioners concerns about parking on the beach and requesting 
assistance. 

Action: Clerk to write to Dittisham Sailing Club  
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 77/12.3  Village Guide Working Party 
Cllr Stothart reported that the content and layout of the Village Guide are being finalised.  It 
is anticipated a final proof will be presented to Councillors prior to the July Council meeting. 

77/12.4  Trees Officer 
Cllr Faulkner reported that four of the six contributions received have been circulated to 
Councillors for consideration.  Cllr Faulkner reported that there was a consistent native theme 
in the proposals.  It was resolved to accept the SDNT proposal in principle (proposed Cllr 
Walker, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans, Cllr Fraenkel abstained). 

SDNT is happy to work with the Parish regarding details of the plan.  Parishioners, in 
particular those who have made submissions, to be invited to be involved. 

Cllr Fraenkel departed at this point in the meeting. 

No cost comparisons have been obtained for the proposed tree survey of The Ham. 

Action – Cllr Tucker will provide names of some consultants to Cllr Faulkner. 

78/12 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda 

78/12.1 Estuaries interpretation panel on The Ham (65/12.1) 
It was agreed that the proposal provided was unacceptable to Council.  

Action: Clerk to notify SHDC. 

78/12.2 Agreement to receive agendas by e-mail. (AGM/12.5) 
A form was circulated by the Clerk for signing. 

79/12 Strategic Planning Matters  

79/12.1 Transfer of assets (the Level Car Park) from SHDC, and update SHDC’s 
future plans for the toilets on The Ham  
Cllr Tucker reported that that SHDC will have in place method to transferring Assets to Towns 
and Parishes by September.  

79.12.2 Dittisham Parish Neighbourhood Planning Presentation 

The Clerk reported that Ashprington and Cornworthy Parish Councils have expressed an 
interest in sharing this presentation.  The proposed date of 27 June 2012 was acceptable to 
the Council.  

Action: Clerk to make arrangements for the Community Council of Devon to conduct a 
presentation / workshop with the primary goal of making a decision about whether a 
Neighbourhood Plan is in the interests of the Parish. 

80/12 Financial Matters  

80/12.1 To consider payments to be made as on attached expenses  
The payment noted and a further payment to DALC for the required New Clerk’s Training 
course were approved (proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr Stothart). 

80/12.2 Approval of current income/expenditure statement  
This was approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Tucker)  

80/12.3 Financial Audits:  

 80/12.3.1 Internal Audit  
The Clerk reported that the internal audit of the 2001/12 financial year had been completed.  
The only clarification was to locate the source documents which were used to develop the 
values for the insurance Asset Register.  
It was agreed that a thank-you gift for the auditor be purchased by the Clerk.  

 80/12.3.2 Approval of Annual Statement of Accounts 2011/12 
It was resolved that the annual statement of accounts be approved (proposed Cllr Harris-
Evans, seconded Cllr Walker)  
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80/12.3.3 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement to the Audit 
Commission 

It was resolved that the Annual Governance Statement be approved.  Proposed Cllr Walker, 
seconded Cllr Stothart).  

 80/12.3.4 Consider Audit Commissions consultation on appointment of 
Grant Thornton UK LLP as external auditor 2012/13 and future years. 

 This consultation was noted and no objections raised. 

80/12.4 Draft Financial Regulations  
It was resolved that the draft financial regulations circulated to Councillors be approved. 
(proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans).  The Clerk noted that the inclusion of a 
limit to the authority for the Clerk to incur expenses up to £500 following the specified 
consultation would require a motion to be passed at the next Council meeting. 

80/12.5 Town and Parish Fund Projects  
It was agreed that the Clerk would make a TAP fund submission for the planned 
Neighbourhood Planning presentation / workshop. 

Action: Clerk to submit a Town and Parish Fund bid to fund the Neighbourhood Planning 
presentation. 

80/12.6 Income and Expenditure 2012-13 
The Clerk tabled an updated statement, showing a balance of £22,085.09.  The statement 
was approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Faulkner. 

81/12 Correspondence received since the previous meeting 
12.1  Palm Cottage planning consultation e-mail 
This correspondence was noted. 
12.2 SHDC Housing Surgery, Tuesday 19th June 2012 
Cllr Stevens and the Clerk will attend. 
12.3 DTC Councillor Training, Wednesday 20th June 2012 at 7.00 pm 
This offer to participate was noted. 
12.4 BBH builders request pay a reduced rate to park two vehicles in The Ham Car Park  
The proposal was approved as noted in 77/12.2. 
12.5 CaleBriparc machine security  
The correspondence was noted.  No action required.  In the unlikely event that a drill hole 
were to be noticed in the front of the machine CaleBriparc to attend and repair. 
12.6  Community Council of Devon – Devon Community of the Year 
This was noted. 
12.7  SHDC: Register of Electors is required to be published early, on 16 October rather 
than 1 December 2012, because of Police and Crime Commissioner Elections on 15 
November 2012. 
12.8 SHDC: Section 17, Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Community Safety Guide 
12.9 DCC: Parish Paths Spring Newsletter 
12.10 Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service: Jubilee celebrations brochure  

82/12 Report from Devon County Council / South Hams District Council 

 81/12.1 South Hams District Council 
Cllr Tucker reported that £400,000 has been provided to the Dartmouth Swimming Pool with 
robust conditions attached.  No revenue funding will be provided.  A low rent has been 
agreed. 

81/12.2 Report from Devon County Council  
In the absence of County Cllr Hawkins the report from Devon County Council was deferred. 

83/12 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

It was agreed that the next full meeting of the Parish Council would take place on 
Wednesday 4 July 2012 at 7.30 p.m in the Village Hall.  


