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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and 
Coombe 

Draft Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in 
Dittisham Village Hall, on Wednesday 4 April at 7.38p.m following the 
Annual Parish Meeting. 

Present: Cllrs J Walker (Chair), Cllr M Faulkner, Cllr D Harris-Evans, Cllr A 
Stevens, Cllr P Unitt, Cllr K Wotton, Cllr C Fraenkel 

7 members of the public were present. 

45/12 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Tucker and Cllr Stothart. 

46/12 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None made. 

47/12 Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 March 
2012 
The Minutes were approved (proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr 
Stevens). 

48/12 Public issues 

48/12.1 Report from Police Community Support Officer 
 The written report from PC Hill was read by the Clerk: 

‘Log 689 130312 – refers to a local Missing Person, child was located at 
school. 
Log 391 200312 – refers to Credit Card Fraud by an unknown person, 
Police informed by the victim for info only at this time. 
Log 631 250312 – refers to a mobile phone dialling 999 whilst in the 
pocket of the owner, apologies made for not locking phone. 
Log 905 290312 – refers to a possible prowler in the boat yard at Dartside 
Quay, area search was carried out with a negative result. 
Could you please remind all to be vigilant as Marine Crime has started up 
again with several outboard motors being stolen from Frogmore area.’ 

 48/12.2  Dittisham Jubilee Celebrations  
The written request for further financial assistance, following refusal of 
English Heritage funding, was debated.  A motion to make a donation of 
£750 was withdrawn.  A motion to donate £500 to Dittisham Jubilee Fund 
was approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Wotton). 

48/12.3 Dittisham on the National Trust Website as a 
Transport Link to Greenway.   
Cllr Walker reported on the meeting held with a representative of National 
Trust Greenway.  The proposal to trial listing in September 2012 was 
discussed.  The National Trust Greenway now has local control of its listing 
on the internet and can add or remove information quickly.  Although 
there was some support for this proposal it was noted that there are 
currently two events planned for September 2012 which will require The 
Ham Car Park.  It was approved that Dittisham will not request a trial of 
listing as a transport link to Greenway on the National Trust Website at 
this time (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Faulkner). 

48/12.4 Disabled Parking Space 
This item was moved from 11.1 in consideration of those members of the 
public present for its discussion.  The Council was advised that no action is 
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requested at present.  The co-operation of members of the community in 
respecting the ‘Polite Notice’ is appreciated. 

49/12 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the 
agenda 

49/12.1 Contract for Replacement Clerk 
A motion was approved that the Council approve the probationary period 
of the Clerk (proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr Unitt). 

49/12.2 South West Water Plant Screening 
The Clerk reported that Council’s request to change the plantings had 
been agreed by SWW and was progressing.  A motion was approved to 
accept revised SWW planting plans in order that planting is not delayed 
(proposed Cllr Wotton, seconded Cllr Faulkner). 
Action: Clerk to contact SWW 

49/12.3 Estuaries interpretation panel on The Ham 
The Council would like to see more detail of the actual content of the text.  
There was also felt to be too much text.  It was approved the Clerk 
would communicate this response to the SHDC Estuaries Office (proposed 
Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans). 
Action: Clerk to contact SHDC Estuaries Officer 

50/12 Planning applications 

 50/12.1 18/0548/12/TCA St Georges Church, Lower Street, 
Dittisham Tree Removal  

 No Objection: (Proposed Cllr Falkner, Seconded Cllr Unitt). 

 50/12.2 18/0504/12/F Cobwebs, Lower Street, Dittisham, 
Dartmouth, TQ6 0HY Removal of condition (2) for planning 
approval 18/1460/99/F to allow full residential occupancy  
Objection:  No car parking available (proposed Cllr Wotton, seconded Cllr 
Fraenkel). 

 50/12.3 18/0607/12/F  Trist Cottage, Lower Street, 
Dittisham, Dartmouth, TQ6 0HY  Householder application for 
construction of extension to existing dwelling to provide dining 
and breakfast area 
Members of the public present for the discussion of this matter stated 
their objections.  Concerns raised included: 

• beyond the building line, 
• unattractive box on an already large extension, 
• possible ultimate use as a balcony and alternatively a double 

storey extension. 
It was commented by the public that lowering by 12-18 inches would 
reduce impact on neighbouring properties. 
The Council also debated this proposal. 
Objection: Design inappropriate in a conservation area (proposed Cllr 
Walker, seconded Cllr Harris-Evans). 

51/12 Communications from South Hams District Council/Devon County 
Council in relation to planning/tree applications  

51/12.1 15_18-0071-12-RM  Distins Boatyard, Old Mill Creek, 
Dartmouth 
Reserved Matters application for Access, Appearance, Layout (including 
arrangements for the disposal of foul and surface water) and Scale 
pursuant to Outline Planning Permission 15/1888/11/O for demolition and 
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removal of prefab building & porta cabins & the erection of a new 
workshop & office building.  Conditional approval. 

52/12 Reports from Working Parties 

52/12.1  Report from Ham Maintenance Working Party 
Cllrs reported in the Parish Meeting on available options for improving the 
marshy area of The Ham (to raise it) and the Play Area (currently of an 
acceptable condition, Cllr Stevens will attend the next SHDC biannual 
inspection). 
The possibility of a working party to address the channel between The 
Ham and Lod Cottage, to take place in July, was discussed. 
It was approved Carol Fraenkel join the Ham Maintenance Working Party 
(proposed Cllr Wotton, seconded Cllr Unitt). 

52/12.2 Report from Ham Car Park Working Party 
The recommendations of the meeting of the Car Park Working Party on 19 
March 2012 were approved proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Unitt.  
These were in summary a 7 Day Parking Permit notice and procedures for 
managing cash payments to CPWP Councillors for the permits, and 
purchase of five yellow jackets for use by Volunteer Car Park Wardens 
(Councillor and non-Councillor) and bulk purchase of infringement notices. 
Bulk purchase of vehicle infringement notices up to a total cost £40 was 
approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Unitt). 

52/12.3 Report from Trees Officer Cllr Faulkner to report. 
Cllr Faulkner reported that the South Devon Nature Trust has offered, at 
minimal cost, to work on the Ham triangle.  They are a charity formed in 
2010 which has completed multiple projects.  Their involvement is 
conditional on follow-up maintenance occurring.  It was approved that 
they be invited to present to Council (proposed Cllr Faulkner, seconded 
Cllr Harris-Evans) which is expected to occur at a site meeting 6:30pm on 
6 June, immediately prior to the Parish Council meeting (weather 
permitting). 
A quote of £790 has been received to survey The Ham trees (height and 
structural condition). 

53/12 Strategic Planning Matters 

53/12.1  Progress regarding transfer of assets (the Level Car 
Park) from SHDC, and the toilets on The Ham 
Deferred in Cllr Tucker’s absence. 

53/12.2 Proposed Clarification of Standing Orders  
The motion that the following clause be inserted into the Dittisham Parish 
Council Standing Orders was approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded 
Cllr Harris-Evans). 
If an emergency decision of the Council is essential and there is not 
sufficient time to convene an Extraordinary Meeting, responsibility for 
responding shall be delegated to the Emergency Committee. 
Reasonable attempts must be made for all Emergency Committee 
members to make the decision. 
The decision should be made in face-to–face discussion if possible. 
At least three of the five Emergency Committee members should approve 
the decision taken. 
All members of the Parish Council and the Clerk must be notified of the 
emergency decision as soon as possible. 
The emergency decision must be on the Agenda of the next full meeting of 
the Council. 
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It was approved that the Emergency Committee consist of Chair, Vice-
Chair, Cllr Faulkner, Cllr Unitt and Cllr Stevens (proposed Cllr Harris-
Evans, seconded Cllr Wotton). 
9.1 Code of Conduct 
The motion that ‘Dittisham Parish Council adopt the South Hams District 
Councillor’s Code of Conduct was approved (proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, 
seconded Cllr Walker). 
9.2 Action to Prevent Travellers’ Encampment 
Cllr Wotton reported in the Parish Meeting that the lockable post between 
The Ham and Lod Cottage has been replaced.  Cllr Faulkner reported that 
30 posts would be required to replace the current concrete posts on The 
Ham Carpark – Ham boundary.  Purchase of 6 foot posts are 8 pounds 
each (total 240 VAT excl).  Installation would be an additional expense 
and would require machines and a skip to remove the short and damaged 
concrete posts which are embedded in concrete.  It was agreed that more 
detailed costing of the installation of wooden posts be obtained. 

9.3 Neighbourhood planning 
The National Planning Policy Framework and The Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations have now been published. The possibility of 
obtaining assistance from the Community Council of Devon to develop a 
Plan was presented briefly (total cost estimated £4,000).  Cllr Walker 
advised he is waiting on further information.  Consideration of whether to 
develop a Dittisham Parish Neighbourhood Plan is to be discussed early in 
the next Council Meeting. 

54/12 Financial Matters 

54/12.1 Income and Expenditure 2011-12 
The Clerk tabled an updated statement, showing a balance of £19,187.91. 
The statement was approved (proposed Cllr Walker, seconded Cllr Harris-
Evans). 

 54/12.2 Consideration of Draft Financial Regulations. 
The Clerk reported that these are progressing but not ready for review. 

55/12 Correspondence received since the previous meeting 

55/12.1 Bandstand Marathon – Communities in Tune 
It was considered no suitable events were available. 

55/12.2  Dog Control Orders – SHDC 
It was noted in the Parish Meeting that Cllr Stevens is aware of the 
preparatory actions as SHDC consider introduction of Dog Control Orders. 

55/12.3 Broadband Petition - Devon County Council 
It was noted that Devon County Council is part of an initiative to improve 
broadband access.  Support can be registered at 
http://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/ 

56/12 Report from Devon County Council / South Hams District Council 
In the absence of Cllr Tucker and County Cllr Hawkins these reports were 
deferred. 

57/12 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council 

The next full meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 
2 May at 7.30p.m in the Village Hall following the Annual Meeting of 
Dittisham Parish Council at 7:00 pm. 

Press and members of the public are welcome to attend. 


