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DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe 

Approved 2013-14 Dittisham Parish Council Annual Report 

1 Chairman’s Report:  Cllr Faulkner 

A challenging year and a few issues come to mind. 

A major focus has been the proposed asset transfer of The Level car park to the PC. 
Negotiations have continued with SHDC with a draft plan prepared and now almost ready 
for adoption. 

Remedial maintenance work has been ongoing to several PC assets notably The Chapel 
Burial Ground and The Ham. 

The Clerk has reviewed several PC formal documents and amendments made where 
necessary. Finances have been firmly controlled and consequently the PC has a very 
healthy balance sheet. 

The plan to self build a number of affordable houses in the village has continued to develop 
with continued support from the PC. 

2 DHNA Non-Beneficiary Stakeholders' Group: Cllr Harris-Evans 

Nothing to report.  There were no meetings in the past year due to difficulties in finding a 
suitable Chairperson and Secretary to replace individuals who left the group. 

3 Dog Warden:  Cllr Stevens 

South Hams District Council introduced Dog Control Orders on 1 October 2013.  The five 
orders cover dog fouling, dogs on lead, dog exclusion (from specified recreational areas), 
dogs on lead by direction (to prevent nuisance or disturbance) and beach exclusions 
(specifies beaches and parts of the year).  The problem with dog fouling in the Village 
persists but is stable with a couple of problem areas – outside the Riverside Road bus stop 
and Manor Street near the turning circle.  Both areas are being monitored. 
South Hams District Council issued a dog control order in Capton earlier this year, due to 
dogs being let to roam on a public footpath/bridleway.  Since the order, no further 
complaints have been received. 

4 Finance:  Clerk 

In the 2013/14 financial year Dittisham Parish Council expects to achieve a carry-forward 
balance of £47,686.  The surplus of income over expenditure in the financial year was 
£5,831. 

The major project before the PC is the expected responsibility of managing the Level Car 
Park.  This is not included in the 2014/15 budget.  Due to the large number of uncertainties 
it was agreed that a supplementary budget would be prepared in due course. 

The precept remains £11,000. 

Several budgeted expenses were not incurred in 2013/14, most notably elections(£1,000), 
development of a neighbourhood plan (£5,000), cleaning the Ham toilets (£2,000), Ham Car 
Park Rates(£2,200), Level Car Park (£500), Level Car Park Rates (£2,000).   

The Council allocated money to three contingency funds in 2013/14.   
These funds are not included in the annual figures above.  The funds and their balances as 
at end of 2013/14 financial year are: 

 The Ham Car Park Resurfacing Contingency Fund, £2,000. 

 Play Equipment Contingency Fund, £14,000. 

 Old Chapel Burial Ground Wall Contingency Fund £15,000. 
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The three wooden pieces of play equipment (log bridge, wooden multi-play unit and cradle 
swings) have passed their anticipated life span.  SHDC have been asked to carry out 
repairs required to keep the playground safe for use.  It is expected that grants funding will 
be sought to supplement DPC funds when the equipment is replaced.   

5 Footpaths:  Cllr Unitt 

 This last year the footpath network has been overseen by Councillor Unitt at the 

Dittisham end and by Councillor Fraenkel at the Capton end thus providing more 

focus overall. 

 Our two bridges on footpaths 19 and 13 that were severely damaged in the 2012/13 

winter were repaired during last summer and have withstood the subsequent winter 

onslaught well. Fortunately the Parish was able to secure County funding for both 

albeit through different channels.  

 Several meetings have taken place with residents and County Engineers to try to 

find a solution to the run off problems at the Capton end of bridlepath 5. Whilst it has 

not been possible to find a viable way of reducing the flow or moving it underground, 

various piecemeal improvements have been undertaken by individual residents that 

do seem to have ameliorated the threat of property flooding. 

 Considering the rainfall and gales this last winter our footpath network has remained 

largely intact. There have been one or two trees that have come down but these 

have been cleared in timely fashion by the landowners. All the parish footpaths & 

bridle paths were walked in December/January as part of the annual survey that is 

carried out and the results submitted to Devon County Council.  

 A recurring issue is the reinstatement of footpaths across fields that have been 

ploughed and seeded. There has been a particular problem on FP6 and it has been 

necessary to involve the County Footpath Warden. 

 The annual Devon footpath seminar was attended in November where it was noted 

that budget cuts have occurred and will continue to do so. In the light of this the 

County are reappraising some of their policies eg  is it viable to continue with the 

replacement of styles with metal gates. 

6 Planning:  Clerk  

 The Parish Council resolved no objection in respect of 19 planning and listed 
building applications reviewed between 2 April 2013 and 5 March 2014.  One of these was 
subsequently refused by SHDC. 

 DPC resolved not to object on the condition that specified conditions were applied 
with respect to four applications.  The condition was included in the subsequent planning 
approval in all of these applications. 

 Objections were recorded in relation to 6 planning applications.  One of these was 
refused (a wind turbine in a neighbouring Parish) and one withdrawn by the applicant. 

 Three Extraordinary Meetings of the Parish Council were called over this period to 
deal with planning applications that could not be responded to within the time-frame of 
normal meetings of the Parish Council. 

 The decision not to prepare a Neighbourhood plan continues to be reviewed on a 
six-monthly basis. 
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7 The Ham Maintenance:  Cllr Stevens 
A plan will be needed for replacement of the wooden equipment.  Funds are being set 
aside. 
DPC continues to have a Playground Inspection Insurance and Maintenance Program 
agreement with SHDC.  The biannual insurance inspections continue.  SHDC have also 
specified work required to maintain the equipment as safe and fine to use and have been 
instructed to carry this out. 

A working party will be needed on the ditch between Lod Cottage and The Ham.  The 
channel is partly blocked by stones which have been washed in and will need removing.  
This will require equipment as there is a very large quantity.  The ditch is extremely silted 
and requires emptying in its entire length. 
The wall from the Ham to the beach has a few stones missing.  Roger Bastin has been 
instructed to repair as necessary. 
A working party is needed to tidy up the bushes surrounding the Ham.  This will have to be 
carried out after the bird nesting season. 

8 The Ham Car Park:  Cllr Stothart 

The Ham car park continues to be a well used asset of the Parish bringing in approximately 
£13,479 gross in the last year.  This shows an increase of about 20% which is most likely to 
be due to the fine summer we had in 2013.   During the year, the Parish Council have 
reviewed the rules and regulations governing the site to ensure they are fair to both 
parishioners and visitors, clearly stated and defensible if challenged.  Funds for upkeep and 
maintenance are budgeted for in the year ahead. 

The future of the Level Car Park is currently under consideration following negotiations with 
the owner, South Hams District Council.  SHDC is under pressure to ensure it has a 
reasonable financial return on its asset.  At the time of writing, a motion has been passed 
by the Parish Council to enter into a lease with SHDC: the terms are to include a right to 
purchase in due course and also an opt-out clause.  This project is ongoing and bulletins 
will be issued periodically to update parishioners on progress. 

9 Ham Events:  Cllr Faulkner & Cllr Harris-Evans 

One Outdoor Swimming Society event took place in 2013.  A fee of £1,000 was paid.  The 
event proceeded smoothly.  Steps taken to improve parking and traffic management have 
been helpful. 

The Outdoor Swimming Society is planning to use The Ham again this year for this annual 
event. 

10 Trees:  Cllr Faulkner 

Six Tree applications were considered: mostly non-contentious and subsequently approved. 

Refurbishment of The Ham Triangle continued and several young ‘Ditsum’ plum trees were 
planted, along with a number of shrubs. The wild flower area was planted but did not 
develop as well as expected and will be an ongoing project for the coming year. 

Four specimen trees were planted on The Ham replacing damaged trees removed the 
previous year. 

11 Village Guides/Publications: Cllr Stothart 

A new village guide was launched last spring which has been very well received.  Copies 
are available for any business to purchase and then sell on at a maximum sale price of £1.   
Purchasing costs are: -  
Up to 100 – 40p each 
101 to 500 – 35p each 
501 and above – 30p each 
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Please Contact the Parish Clerk in the first instance if you wish to purchase copies. 

12 Village Hall: Cllr Faulkner 

Utility prices have continued to rise, and limited use of the Hall continues to be a concern, 
giving funding issues. However hire rates have remained competitive. 
A dishwasher was installed in the kitchen. 

13 West Dart Bus:  Cllr Stothart 

 The long standing school bus driver, Shirley Edmonds, retired at the end of 2013 and 
a new driver, David Govier, has been recruited and has started work. 

 An order has been placed for a brand new bus which is expected to go into service 
in the autumn.  This bus, a Mercedes,  will be very similar to the existing one and is 
being built to the WDB’s spec. 

 Recently the Dittisham/ Blackawton route has been changed to enable passengers 
to get on/off at the Level Car Park entrance and to be dropped off and collected from 
Sainsbury’s should they so wish.   This is a trial at present to assess take up and 
practicality. 

 It is hoped that more use may be made of the bus by offering additional routes and if 
anyone has any ideas they would be welcomed. 

14 South Hams Council for Voluntary Service: Cllr Tucker 

The South Hams CVS continue to give support to many of the volunteer groups with the 
South Hams area, meetings are held on a regular basis, with the four main towns in South 
Hams taking in turn to host the event. Volunteer groups give updates on their work, with 
speakers giving presentations to the CVS on issues like Public Health, Adult & Social Care 
etc.  Funding continues to be a problem within the CVS, SHDC hasn't cut any funding. 
The South Hams area has the 3rd highest number of volunteers per 1000 population in the 
country, with many young people looking to voluntary work before and after university. 

15 Totnes and Dartmouth Ring and Ride Bus: Cllr Stothart. 

Unlike the West Dart Bus, the Totnes and Dartmouth Ring and Ride has to undertake 
serious fundraising each year to maintain its service to those registered to use it; the 
various grants it receives leave a substantial shortfall in the funds required to keep it going.  
It took a free sustainability health check from the Community Council of Devon in 2013 and 
achieved an overall rating of 7/10.  

It carried some 3200 passengers in the year to 31st March, a reduction on last year of 
about 4 per cent.  The core of passengers live in South Brent and - to a lesser extent- 
Totnes and Dartmouth but the service is available in Dittisham should anyone who qualifies 
(i.e. is unable to use other transport) ask for it.  

Dittisham Parish Council supported it with a very modest £50 donation this year to 
acknowledge that it is a beneficial asset to the area. 


