
  DITTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Incorporating the Hamlet of Capton and the Manors of Bozomzeal and Coombe

Draft Minutes of the meeting of Dittisham Parish Council held in Dittisham Village Hall, on
Wednesday 4 May 2016 at 7.30 p.m.

Present: Cllrs M Faulkner (Chairman), Cllr D Harris-Evans (Vice-Chairman), Cllr J Tucker, Cllr R Bond,
Cllr P Coxon, Cllr P Unitt, Cllr K Wotton, and A Thom (Clerk).

Cllr J Hawkins (Devon County Council)

One member of the public was present.

50/16 Apologies
None received.

51/16 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
Cllr Wotton declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Item 6.2 - Downton Lodge.

52/16 Minutes of the Meetings held on 6 April 2016.
It was  resolved to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and of the ordinary
Parish Council Meeting, both held on 6 April 2016.

53/16 Public issues.

53/16.1 DB Skips
Concerns raised by a Parishioner about driving speed and mud on the road were discussed.  It
has been observed that most vehicles do wash their tyres, but that it only takes one omission
to have an effect on the road.  It was agreed to write noting as above and requesting vehicles
slow down and that all vehicles wash their tyres.  

53/16.2 Overnight stays in campervans on Riverside Road and Ham Car Park
The Parish Council does have powers to enforce in the Ham Car Park, but not on Riverside
Road.  The Clerk will also follow-up an abandoned trailer on Riverside Road. 

53/16.3 Fly-tipping
Cllr Tucker will follow-up with SHDC the collection of two dumped refrigerators.

54/16 Community Reports
54/16.1 Devon County Councillor
Cllr Hawkins advised he had nothing to report.
54/16.2 South Hams District Council Councillor
Cllr Tucker advised SHDC is waiting on advice from Price Waterhouse Cooper regarding SHDC 
establishing a trading arm for delivery of services.  This arm would employ most staff.  As it 
stands central money runs out in 2018 and SHDC will need to increase taxes to cover costs 
from 2020.  Some Councils and Unitaries will fail in the next few years.

55/16 Planning/tree applications
55/16.1 0924/16/HHO  Barberry Farm Dittisham Devon TQ6 0JA.  Householder application
for a replacement extension to rear of existing dwelling.  
The Parish Council recognises that high quality design is subjective, however it is of the view
that the proposed extension does not enhance the local character and is out of keeping with its
context.  The residence is in a rural setting and the current house is a traditional cottage.  The
Parish Council is concerned about the negative visual effect of the proposed very contempor-
ary design in this location, and the juxtaposition of very contemporary and traditional styles in
this context.  Objection (resolution proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr Faulkner, Cllr
Tucker abstained)

55/16.2 0741/16/FUL  Downton Lodge Old Mill Lane To Downton Cross Dittisham Devon
TQ6 0JD.  Part Retrospective application for change of use Class C1 (to use as a bed and
breakfast) with associated alterations, two storey extension and detached 3-bay garage to cre-
ate additional private residential floorspace.  

DPC will request that DCC is required to carry out a site visit, not a standard desk assessment
of the application because there is an issue with the boundary of the site.  The proposed ex-
tension would be built where there is currently a stone wall.  It is DPC's understanding that
this wall is owned by DCC.  The access to Downton Lodge is beyond a series of farm buildings
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used by a working farm.  The lane is used by farm machinery and it is established practice to
regularly move stock via the lane.  DPC is concerned that the proposal would have a negative
effect on the farming business and threaten its viability.  DPC does consider that this applica-
tion is aesthetically more in keeping with its location and is more acceptable than the with-
drawn application it replaces.  Objection (resolution proposed Cllr Harris-Evans, seconded Cllr
Unitt, Cllr Tucker abstained)
55/16.3 0826/16/FUL  Little Capton, Capton, Devon, TQ6 0JE.  Proposed extension and 
alteration to existing dwelling and improved new access and extension to curtilage.  No 
Objection (resolution proposed Cllr Unitt  , seconded Cllr Harris-Evans, Cllr Tucker abstained)
55/16.4 0998/16/HHO.  Merrion, Riverside Road, Dittisham, Devon, TQ6 0HS.  
Householder application for a rear extension, internal and external alterations to an existing 
domestic dwelling.  No Objection

56/16Communications in relation to planning applications.
56/16.1 18/1760/15/LB & 18/1759/15/F  Crooks Cottage Manor Street Dittisham 
Dartmouth TQ6 0EX.  Householder application for first floor extension over existing single 
storey kitchen.  Conditional approval.
56/16.2 2831/15/VAR  Agricultural Workers Dwelling At Sx83152 Capton Bridge Cross To 
Hemborough Post Cross Along Zc373 Blackawton Devon TQ9 7DR.  Conditional Approval.
56/16.3 2665/15/HHO Studdys Farm, Road From Capton To Studdys Farm, Capton, 
Devon, TQ6 0JE.  Householder application for proposed new single storey extension and 
remodelling of existing lean-to extension, new drainage channel and rooflights.  Conditional 
approval.

57/16 Strategic Planning
57/16.1 Purchase of The Level Car Park
It was resolved to approve the final contract terms as per Boyce Hatton 26/4/16 & 27/4/16
(resolution proposed Cllr Unitt, seconded Cllr Coxon, Cllrs Harris-Evans and Tucker abstained).
Cllr Tucker has received a guarantee that final works will be carried out by SHDC prior to han-
dover.  Cllr Faulkner thanked all for the hard work to reach this point.  

58/16 Reports from Councillors with Specific Responsibilities / External Forums
58/16.1 Ham Maintenance Working Group
Detailed discussion of the playground project was deferred because one quote has not been 
received.  An approach to grant seeking also needs to be planned.
58/16.3 Parish Maintenance
The Harbour Master will be placing thirty day removal safety notices on some boats in 
Dittisham Mill Creek.  Cllr Harris-Evans also reported that the Harbour Master will assist with 
the removal of boats from the public dinghy dock as necessary.  Further research and 
discussion will be reported back to the PC before action is taken.

59/16 Financial Matters
59/16.1 Income/expenditure statement
It was resolved to approve the current statement which showed a balance of £81,063 and an 
available balance of £24,295 allowing for earmarked reserves for purchase and establishment 
of the Level Car Park, Ham Car Park resurfacing, sick-leave, and allocated grant funds.

60/16 Correspondence since the previous meeting.

60/16.1 The following correspondence was considered:
60/16.1.1 Broadband voucher scheme if speeds less than 2Mbps

60/16.1.2 Stakeholder Briefing No 5, NHS South Devon And Torbay CCG.

60/16.2 The following correspondence was noted:
60/16.2.1 Dartmouth PPG Survey - available throughout May 2016.

61/16 Date of the next meeting of Dittisham Parish Council
It  was  confirmed  that  the  next  full  meeting  of  the  Parish  Council  would  take  place  on
Wednesday 1 June 2016 at 7:30 pm.

Minutes of DPC's meetings are available at www.dittishamparishcouncil.gov.uk, on The Level
noticeboard and in the Village Hall
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Action By Whom When
Removal of abandoned trailer on Riverside Road Clerk ASAP
Letter to DB Skips Clerk ASAP
DPC tree policy document Cllr Wotton, Faulkner, Unitt & 

Perry
28 April 2016

Discuss process to remove other people's boats from Parish 
dinghy dock with Deputy Harbourmaster 

Cllr Harris-Evans 26 May 2016

Provision of a disabled car parking space in The Ham Car Park Clerk ASAP
Ham Working Group to provide three proposals for the 

playground including costs and their sourcing
Cllrs Bond, Coxon, Robinson 

and Perry
See item description - 
MN 32/16.3 & MN08/16.1

North Ham final clearance and planting Cllrs Faulkner / Robinson ASAP
soil and seed below some benches on The Ham and in the 

area between the goal posts
Clerk/Maintenance contractor Weather dependent

Scrape mud from Ham Lane & remove pile of vegetation Clerk/Cllr Tucker Not specified
Consider support of visit by Penang Free School/Old Frees’ in 

2016
Cllr Tucker MN146/15.2.6

Update the Village Guide Cllr Bond MN124/15.3  
Adoption of BT Phone Boxes

Adopt box on The Level Street and consult Capton 
residents regarding Capton box

Cllr Coxon & Bond MN125/151 

Maintenance of The Ham retaining wall Maintenance contractor / Clerk / 
Cllr Faulkner

MN125/15.1

Neighbourhood/Community Plan initial research and report to 
PC

Cllrs Harris-Evans, Coxon and 
Perry

MN110/15.1
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